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Pkefack. 



When I first undertook the publication of thife 
series, 1 intended to confine myself to the Tsa, Kena, 
Katha, IVasna, Mundaka. Aitareya and the Taitiriya 
L'panishads. 

The kind encoui-agemeut which the tir^t Volunit* 
of the Series has. within this short space of time, met 
with at the hands of the enlightened public has inducreil 
me to undertake the publication of tlie Than* logya and 
the Brihad&i'anyaka IJpanishads. 

The ti^anslation of these ITpanishads as well as of 
Sri Sankai*a Ch&rya's commentaries thereon is in tlu- 
hands of Pandit GanganlLtha-Iha, w. a. f. t. s, ofDar- 
bhanga whose scholarly attainments and I'eputation, as 
the translator of the Tattva-Kaumudi and the YogasHra- 
Sangraha are ah'eady too well-know^n to the public, to 
need any mention on my part. 

It is expected that the volumes comprising the 
Aitareya, Taitiriya, ChAndogja and Brihad&ranyaka 
IJpanishads will be out before July 1899. 

I have once again to express my hearty thanks to 
Mr. Swaminatha Iyer, District Munsiff, and to Swami 
Hamakrishnananda for their valuable suggestions. 



Madras, ^ V. 0. SKSHACHARRI. 

December 1898. ) PxMisher, 
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Introduction. 



Prostration to BhagavAn, Yama son of VivasvAn (SAr- 
ya) and to the preceptor of the knowledge of Brahman — 
Nachiketas. Now a brief commentary on the Chapters 
of the Kathopanishad is begun for the easy understand- 
ing of their import. The word Upanishad is formed by 
adding the Tcrip suflBx and the prefixes upa and ni to the 
root sad, meaning, (1) to * shatter or kill' ; (2) to attain; (3) 
to loosen. By the word Upanishad is denoted the know- 
ledge of the knowable entity inculcated by the work 
which is to be commented on. By what etymological 
process this knowledge is denoted by the term Upa- 
nishad is now explained. This knowledge is called 
Upanishad by virtue of its signification that it shatters 
or destroys, the seed of samsdra, such as ignorance and 
the rest, in those seekers after emancipation, who, devoid 
of all desires for objects seen and heard of, acquire the 
knowledge called Upanishad to be hereafter explained. 
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2 THE KATHOPANISHAD. 

and with their mind firmly concentrated therein medi- 
tate on it ; for, it will also be said later on * well ascer- 
taining that, he will be freed from the jaws of death' ; 
or the knowledge , of Brahmam is called Upanishad be- 
cause of the fact that it leads to Brahman, in that it makes 
the seekers after emancipation just above described 
attain the highest Brahman ; for, it will be said later on, 
* having attained the Brahman, he becomes untainted 
and immortal '; or even * the knowledge of AgnS is denoted 
by the term Upanishad, because of its connection with 
the meauing of the root to loosen ; for the knowledge 
of Agni, the first born, the knower, born of Brahman — :, 
the subject matter of the second of the boons asked for — >, 
leads to the attainment of heaven and thus loosens or en- 
feebles the lot of misery, such as residence in the womb, 
birth, old age etc., continually recurring in this world. 
It will also be said later on, ' having reached heaven 
they enjoy immortality '. It may be urged that 
Students apply the term Upanishad even to the book, 
as when they, say ' we shall study or teach the Upani- 
shad.' This is no fault; as the meaning of the root 
sad, i,,e,, the killing of the cause of samsdra &c., 
cannot attach to the mere work but attaches to know-^ 
ledge ; and even the mere work may also be denoted by 
that word, : because it serves the self-same purpose, as 
When it is said *.ghee verily is life. ' The word Upa- 
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WITH SRI SANKARA's COMMENTARY. 9 

nishad, therefore, is used in its primary sense when it 
is used to denote knowledge ; but it is used by courtesy, 
i.e., in a secondary sense, to denote the work. Thus by 
the mere analytical explanation of the word Upanishad, 
those who are fully competent to acquire knowledge 
have been stated. The whole subject matter of know- 
ledge has also been stated to be the highest Brahman, 
the internal dtman of all. The fruit of this knowledge 
has also been stated to be the thorough release from 
the bondage of samsdra consisting in the attainment of 
the Brahman. The connexion has also been stated by 
the enunciation of this result. Therefore these chapters, 
by making as clear as the apple in the hand, the know- 
ledge ^persons competent to acquire which, the subject 
matter of which, the results achieved by which, and the 
connexion with which have been explained) also indicate 
the persons entitled to study them, their subject matter, 
their results and their connexion. We shall therefore 
proceed to comment upon them to the best of our 
understanding. Here the anecdote is for the purposer 
of eulogising knowledge. 
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4 THE KATHOPANISHAD. 

Prom desire, as story tells, the son of V&jasrava 
made a gift of all his wealth ; he had a son, so the story- 
goes, by name Nachiketas. 

Com, — Usan, desiring for the fruits of the sacrifice. 
Ha and vi are two particles which have the force of 
re-calling to mind what had passed. Y^jasravasaha: vdja 
means food, srava means fame ; the compound, there- 
fore, means one who had attained fame by the giving 
of food; or the compound may be a proper name. 
The son of V&jasrahava is Vijasravasaha. Vajasravasaha 
it is said, performed the Visvajit sacrifice (in which 
all is given away) desirous of its fruits. During the 
sacrifice, he gave away all his wealth. The performer 
of the sacrifice had a son named Nachiketas. 

?j?[issf^ #SFq?T II ^ II 

Him, though young, zeal possessed when rewards 
were being distributed ; he thought. 

Com. — Him, i. e., Nachiketas, though in the prime of 
life, i. e., young and not possessed of the power 
of procreating, zeal, i.e., faith in the existence of 
a future state, entered, induced by the desire of good 
to his father. At what time is explained ; when cows 
were brought to be distributed among the Ritviks and 
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WITH SRI SANKARAS COMMENTARY. 5 

the sadasyds for their rewards; possessed of zeal, 
Nachiketas thus thought. 

^di<chi ^n^^Rpn ^^^mj PiUPj^^i: I 

3H^ ^TPT % ^+|WIH« n^sfcT m ^^ II ^ II 

(These cows^ have drunk water for the last time, 
eaten grass for the last time, have yielded all their milk 
and are devoid of vigour. Joyless verily are those 
worlds ; them he attains who gives these. 

Com, — How he thought is explained ; the epithet 
Pitodahah and those which follow describe the cows to- 
be given as rewards. Pitodalcah, by which all water has 
been drunk ; jagdhatrinah, by which all grass has been 
eaten. Dugdhadohah, from which all milk has been 
milched. Nimidriah. not capable of breeding. The 
meaning is — cows old and useless ; giving such cows to 
the Ritviks for their rewards, the person performing the 
sacrifice attains those worlds which are joyless, i, e., 
devoid of happiness. 

fs^TTR cicft^ ^%ttm^ ^ ^ «l4i(^ II 8 II 

He said unto his sire, * father, to whom wilt thou 
give me'?; he said this again and for the third time. 
To him, he said * unto Death do I give thee.' 
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€ THE KATHOPANISHAD. 

Com, — Thinking that, as being the duty of a 
good son, he should ward off the undesirable con- 
sequences, which might befall his father on account of 
the imperfection in the sacrifice, by even giving himself 
away and thus perfect the sacrifice, he approached his 
father and said to him, * father, to whom, i.e., to which of 
the RitviJcs will you give me as Dalcshina, i.e., reward ? ; 
though unheeded by his father thus addressed, he 
repeated the question a second time and a third time * to 
whom will you give me,' * to whom will you give me ?.' 
The father incensed at the thought that that was not 
like a boy said to the son * to Death do I give thee.' 

^^Iw^*iw ^f^ ^^^pm ^R'^f^ II ^ II 

(Nachiketas thought) of many I go the first ; of many 
I go midmost ; what is there for Death to do which he 
can now do by me ?, 

Com, — Thus addressed, the son alone in himself, 
anxiously reflected ; how will be explained ; among 
many, i.e., of disciples or sons, I go the first, i.e., in the 
matter of doing service as a disciple ; of many a^nid- 
dling disciple, I behave like a middling disciple and 
never as the worst ; still, my father has said that he will 
give me unto Death, though his son is of such good 
qualities. What is there to be done for Death which 
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WITH SRI SANKARA S COMMENTARY. 7 

can now be done by me thus given? ; it is plain that my 
father, has spoken under the influence of anger without 
any end in view ; still my father's words should not be 
jEalsified. Thus thinking, and after anxious reflection, he 
told his father who was full of grief * what have I said.' 

^^^ m: q^ «wRl^NNci 3^: II ^ II 

Call to mind how our ancestors behaved and mark 
also how others now behave ; like com, decays the mor- 
tal and like com is born again. 

Com, — Remember and reflect how your deceased 
ancestor's father, grand-father and the rest con-^ 
ducted themselves; seeing them, it behoves you to 
travel in their path ; see also how others, good men, now 
behave. There never was or is any falsehood in them ; 
falsifying one's word is the manner of bad men and 
none who has broken his word can ever become unde- 
caying and immortal. What is there gained by break- 
ing one's word, seeing that man decays and dies like 
com and is again born like corn in this transitory 
world of the Jivas ?. Th6 meaning is * protect your 
trutli and send me to Death.' 

.?i^%sriPcr f^^r^^r^e^ II vs II 
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8 THE KATHOPANISHAD. 

Like fire, a Brahmin guest enters houses ; men 
give this to quiet him. Vaivasvata ! fetch water. 

Gofn, — Thus addressed, the father sent him to Death 
to keep his word and he having gone to the mansion 
of I>eath fasted for three nights, Death being away; 
when Death had gone and returned, his ministers or 
wife said to inform him, *a Brahmin guest, verily 
like fire itself, enters houses burning them ; and good 
men to allay his burning heat as that of fire, propitiate 
him by giving water to clean his feet, seat to sit upon, 
etc. Therefore, Oh Vaivasvata ! fetch water to be given 
to Nachiketas; also because evil consequences are de- 
clared in default. 

Hope and expectation, company with good men, true 
and pleasant discourse, sacrifices, acts of pious liberality, 
children and cattle, all these are destroyed in the case 
of the ignorant man, in whose house a Brahmin guest 
fasting stays. 

Com. — Hope, i.e., wish for something not definitely 
known but attainable. Expectation, i.e., looking out for 
something definitely known and attainable. Company 
with good men, i.e. the fruit resulting from association 
with good men. Sweet discourse, i.e., the fruit of true 
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WITH SRI SiWNKARA's COMMENTARY. 9 

and pleasant speech. Ishiham, i.e., the fruit of a sacrifice. 
Pdrtam, i.e., the fruit resulting from charities such as the 
laying out of a garden etc. Putrapasiln, i.e., children and 
cattle. All this is destroyed of the men with little intelli- 
gence in whose house, a Brahmin fasting stays. The 
meaning is that a guest is therefore under no circum-^ 
stances to be neglected. 

As you have lived here. Oh Brahmii^, a venerable 
guest in my house for three nights fasting, be my 
prostration to you. Oh Brahmin, may good befall me. 
Therefore ask three boons in return. 

Com. — Thus addressed, Death having approached 
Nachiketas worshipfuUy, said *as you have been living 
in my house fasting for three nights, a Brahmin guest 
worthy of reverence, therefore be my prostration to you. 
Oh Brahmin, therefore be good unto me and let me be 
freed from the sin of your having lived here fasting ; 
although all good may befall me by your mere grace, 
stijill in order that I may propitiate you better, ask of 
me any three objects you wish for, one for every night 
ycfu fasted. 

2 
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10 THE KATHOPANISHAD. 

(Nachiketas said) That Gautama may be freed from 
anxiety, be calm in mind, not wroth against me, that 
he may believe in and welcome me let go by you — is, 
Oh Death, the first of the three boons I ask. 

Com. — But Nachiketas replies * if willing to grant 
boons, that my father be freed from anxiety, i.e., about 
me as to what his son would be doing after reaching 
Death, be calm in mind and not wroth against me ; and 
again my father remember and believe me as the very 
son sent by him to you and sent home back by you and 
welcome me recognizing. Oh Death — is the first of the 
three boons I ask the end of which is to gladden my 
father.' 

II nil 

(Death replies) Auddjllaki, the son of Aruna will be- 
lieve in you, as before, with my permission, will sle^ep 
during nights in peace and when he sees you returned 
from the jaws of Death, will lose his wrath. 

Com, — Death replied *just as your father's heart wiis 
aflfectionate towards you before, so your father Audd^ 
laki (Uddalaka) the son of Aruna (or the dvyamushja 
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ya'tia, son of both UddS,laka and Aruna) will be aifection- 
ate towards you and confide in you with my permission ; 
he will sleep the rest of the nights in peace of mind and 
will lose his wrath when he sees you released from the 
jaws of Death. 

^ cftcciUMWII^MI^ *Tl*lR|j]l W^ W]^l^ II U II 

(Nachiketas says) In heaven there is no fear. You 
are not there; nor there do they in old age fear. Having 
crossed both hunger and thirst, one in heaven rejoices 
being above grief. 

Com. — Nachiketas said * lu heaven there is no fear 
at all caused by disease, etc. Nor do you rule there of 
might.' Therefore none there, feacs you as men in this 
world do in old age ; again having subdued both hun- 
ger and thirst, one in heaven being free from all afflic- 
tions of the mind rejoices. 

«4^l*l W[^ ^iiW^^K\<S^rfm 1^ ^ II U II 

Oh Death! thou knowest the fire which leads to 
heaven; explain to me who am zealous that (the fire) 
by which those, whose world is heaven, attain immorta- 
lity. I pray for, this by my second boon- 
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Com. — The fire, which helps one to attain the heaven 
possessed of such attributes, thou, Oh Death ! knowest ; 
and as thou knowest, teach me who am zealous hy 
which fire sacrificing, men attain heaven and immortality 
or become Devas. This knowledge of the fire, I crave 
by my second boon. 

XT % 51^ ^ ^ f^RNr W^ ^\^\&. Tm^ I 

(Death says) I will tell thee well ; attend to me, Oh 
Nachiketas, I know the fire leading to heaven ; know 
the fire which leads to heaven and also the support of 
the universe and which is seated in the cavity. 

Com, — This is Death's declaration. I will tell thee 
what has been solicited by thee ; attend to what I say 
with concentrated mind. I know the fire, Oh Nachi- 
ketas, which helps one to heaven ; * I will tell thee and 
attend ' are expressions used to concentrate the disci- 
ple's intellect ; now he praises the fire, know this fire as 
leading to heaven and as the stay of the universe in its 
form oivirdt and as located in the intelligence of know- 
ing men. 
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Death told him the fire, the source of the worlds, what 
altars (to be raised), how many and how, and Nachiketas 
repeated it all as explained. Then Death being, delight- 
ed, said to him agaiiu 

Com. — This, the sruti itself says. Death explained 
to Nachiketas the fire which was the source of the 
worlds being the first embodied existence, the same 
that was asked for by Nachiketas ; again he told him 
of what form the sacrificial bricks were to be, how many 
in number and in what manner the sacrificial fire was 
to be lit and all this ; and Nachiketas also faithfully 
repeated what was told him by Death. Then delighted 
by his repetition, Death said to him again, inclined to 
grant him a boon other than the three promised. 

Delighted, the high-souled Death told him * I give 
thee here this other boon; by thy name alone, shall 
this fire be known ; and take, thou, this garland also of 
various hues. 

Com. — How ?. He said to Nachiketas, being; delighted 
with, i.e., experiencing great delight at the sight of true 
discipleship, and being liberal-minded * I give you now 
here this other boon, the fourth, being pleased with you ; 
the fire that I have explained shall become celebrated 
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14 THE KATHOPANISHAD. 

by your name alone. Moreover, accept this sounding 
garland set with precious stones and wonderful ' ; or, the 
word ^ sringam^ may mean *the no mean goal that 
can be attained by karma ' ; the whole passage signifying 
* accept also the knowledge of Karma ' because it is the 
source of many fruits. 

The three-fold Nachiketas, being united with the 
thret3 doing, the three-fold Karma, crosses birth and 
death, knowing the adorable, the bright, the omniscient 
fire born of Brahman and realising him, attains thorough 
peace. 

Com. — Again he praises Karma ; the three-fold Nachi- 
ketas, i.e., he by whom the Nachiketa fire has been kindled 
thrice ; or, he who knows, studies and performs in, the 
Nachiketa fire. United with the three, i.e., who united 
with his mother, father and preceptor, i.e., having duly 
received instruction from them; for, that such instruction 
is a source of authority, is inferred from other srutis, such 
as *he who has a mother' and 'he who has a father 
etc. ; or, ihe three may refer to * direct perception,' * in- 
ference ' and * dgamds ' ; or, to * the vedas,' * the smri- 
ties ' and * good men ' ; for, knowledge of virtue from 
these sources is an obvious fact. Doing the three-fold 
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Icarma, Le,, performing sacrifices, reciting the vedas, and 
making gifts. Who so does these, crosses or travels 
beyond birth and death ; again Bramhajagiiam : Brahma- 
ja means bom of Bramha, i, e., Hiranyagarbha ; he who 
is born of Bramha and is omniscient is Bramajagnah. 
Devaniy so called because shining, i.e., having the quali- 
ties of knowledge, etc. Id^t/am, worthy of praise. Know- 
ing such fire, from the Shastras and having realised him 
as his own dtman, one attains this absolute renuncia- 
tion which is realized in his intellect. The meaning is 
that one attains the place of the virdty by the continued 
practice of Updsana and Karma, 

The three-fold Nachiketas, knowing these three, who 
propitiates the Nachiketa fire with this knowledge, casts 
off Death's meshes behind him, travels beyond grief 
and rejoices in heaven. 

Com, — He now concludes the fruits, of the know- 
ledge and the performance of sacrifice and with them, the 
present topic. The three-fold Nachiketas who properly 
understands what was said about the bricks, their num- 
bers and mode and who realizing the fire as the dtman 
completes the sacrifice called Nachiketa, shakes off even 
before death, the meshes of Death consisting in vice, 
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16 THE KATHOPANISHAD. 

ignorance, desire and hatred, etc., and devoid of all grief 
rejoices in heaven, i.e., by realizing his self as the virdt 

II ^^ II 

. This is thy fire, Oh Nachiketas, which leads to heav- 
en and which you craved for, by the second boon ; people 
will call this fire thine alone ; Oh iJachiketas, demand 
the third boon. 

Com. — Oh Nachiketas, this is the fire leading to heav- 
en that you craved for, by the second boon ; and the 
expression * the boon has been granted ' should be sup- 
plied by way of concluding what has been said ; against 
people will call this fire by thy name ; this is the fourth 
boon which I granted being delighted with thee ; Oh 
Nachiketa, demand the third boon. The meaning is 
that Death considered himself a debtor if that were 
not granted. 

. (Nachiketas said) This well known doubt as to what 
becomes of a man after death-some say he is and some, 
he is not, I shall know being taught by thee. This 
boon is the third of the boons. 
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' Cow.— Thus miich, which. has been indicated by the 
two boons, is alone to be understood from the preced- 
ing Mantras and Brahmanas which are mandatory or 
prohibitory in their import but not the knowledge of 
the true nature of the entity of the dtman. Therefore, 
for the dispelling of natural ignorance (Avidya), which 
deals with matters the subject of positive and prohibi- 
tory injunctions, which consists in super-posing on the 
dtman, activity, agency and enjoyment, and which is 
the seed of samsdra, it is necessary to explain the 
knowledge of the identity of the Brahman and the dt- 
man, which is contrary to that previously explained, 
which is free from the fault of super-position of activity, 
agency, and. enjoyment on the atman, and whose result 
is the attainment of absolute emancipation ; with this 
end, the subsequent portion of this work is commenced. 
The anecdote explains how without this well-known 
knowledge of the atman, the subject of the third boon, 
^11 that is desirable is not achieved even by the obtain- 
ing of the second boon. Because it is only those, who 
j^re disgusted with the result previously named in the 
nature of means and ends, transitory, and produced by 
karma, that are entitled to acquire the knowledge of the 
dtman ; therefore to denounce Karma, it is sought to 
tempt Nachiketas away from his object, by promise of 
sons and the rest. Nachiketas being asked by Death to 

3 
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18 THE KATHOPANISHAD. 

name his third boon, said: * This doubt regarding man 
when dead-— some say that there is an cUman distinct 
from body, senses, mind and intellect and entering iuto 
another body ; some say that there is no suoh dtman ; 
and this doubt cannot be resolved by us, either by direct 
perception or logical inference ; and because the attain- 
ment of the highest consummation depends upon a clear 
knowledge of this. I would acquire this knowledge, 
being instructed by thee. This the third, i.e., the 
last of the boons. 

Here, even the gods of yore had doubt. Indeed it 
is not easy to know — subtle is this matter — Oh, Nachi- 
ketas, ask for some other boon. Press not this on me ; 
give this up for me. 

, Com, — Death, in order to test whether he was or 
was not absolutely fit to acquire the knowledge of the 
&tman leading to emancipation, said this: ' Even by the 
gods in older times, doubt was entertained on this 
point. It is not easy to be known, though heard ex- 
plained, by ordinary men. Because this subject of the 
atman is subtlel. Therefore, Oh, Nachiketas, ask for an- 
other boon, whose fruit is certain ; press me not as a 
creditor presses a debtor. Give up tins boon for me.^ 
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II H^ II 

Thou sayest, Oh Death, that even the gods had 
doubts here afid that this is not easy to know. None 
other like thee, who could tell of this, can be found; no 
other boon can at all equal this. 

Com. — Thus addressed, Nachiketas said, * I have 
heird from yours.elf that even the gods had doubt on 
thia point and you say, Oh Death, that the true nature 
of the dlmdn is not easy to know. As this cannot be 
known even by the learned, another, learned like you 
to explain this, cannot be found, though sought.' This 
boon also is a means to the attaintnentof emancipation 
and there is no other boon which cain at all weigh with 
this. The meaning is that other boons bear only tran- 
sitory fruits. 

(Death says) ask for centenarian sons and grand- 
sons, many cattle, elephants, gold and horses. Ask for 
wide extent of earth and live yourself, as many autumns 
as fi^vt likev ; 
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Com.— Though thus addressed, still Death said,> to 
tempt him again, * Satdyushah, those who live a 
hundred years, i.e., centenarians ; ask for centenarian 
sons and grand-sons, besides, many cattle such as cows 
etc., elephants, gold and horses. Ask for sovereignty 
over a large circuit of earth.' And as all this would be 
useless, if he were himself short-lived. Death added 
' and yourself live as many years as you like with a 
body, where all the organs are vigorous.' 

\\\^ II 

Some boon equal to this, if thou thinkest fit, de- 
mand — wealth and longevity ; be king of the wide 
earth, Nachiketas, I shall make thee enjoy all thy de- 
sires (pertaining to earth and heaven). 

Gom. — If you think of any other boon equal to that 
already explained, ask for that also ; besides, ask for 
large quantities of gold and precious stones and lon- 
gevity to boot. In short, rule as king in the wide earth; 
moreover, I shall make thee enjoy all thy desires per- 
taining to men and gods ; for, I am a Deva whose will 
never fails. 

^ ^ ^fm ^k^^ H^^\ ^^il'+iHi \w^' xn§^?^ I 
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Whatever desires are diflBcult to realise in the land 
of mortals, ask, as thou^ likest, for all such desired 
objects. These nymphs have their chariots and lutes ; 
and women like these are not enjoyable by mortals ; 
with these, by me given, have thy services performed. 
Oh Nachiketas, do not ask about death. 

Com. — Ask, as you like, for all desired objects, which 
are covetable, but not easily attainable in the land of 
mortals. Again, here are these celestial nymphs (the 
term Bamds meaning those who delight males) with 
their chariots and with their musical instruments ; and 
Women like these cannot be obtained by mortals with- 
out the grace of beings like us ; with these female 
attendants given by me, have thy services performed^ 
such as cleaning the feet with water etc ; Oh Nachike- 
tas, it does not become you to put me the question 
connected with death, i.e., whether, when man is 
dead, there is or is not anything surviving — a question 
(s& unprofitable as that) of examining the number of 
crow's teeth. 
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(Nacjiiketas says) Ephemeral these ; Oh. • D^at^ 
these tend to the decay of the fife (vigor) of all the 
senses in man. 'Even the longest life is indeed short. 
Thine alone be the chariots, the dance and music, 

Oom, Though thus tempted, Nachiketas un-agitat^ 
like a large lake, ssAA: svobhdvdhf enjoyments, whose 
existence the next day is a matter of doubt; the enjoy- 
ments enumerated by you are ephemeral ; again, Ob 
Death, they tend to the decline of the vigor of all the 
organs of man. These nymphs and other enjoyments 
only tend to harm, because they destroy virtue, stren-: 
gth, intellect, rigor, fame and the rest. As for the lon- 
gevity that you will give me, hear me on thjit point, 
AIJ life, even that of Brahma is indeed short. Wh&t need 
be said oi our longevity. Therefore keep the chariots 
etc*, for thyself alone, as also the dance and musics ^ 

Man is not to be satisfied with wealth ; if wealth 
were wanted, we shall get it, if we only see thee. We 
shall also live, as long as you rule. Therefore, that 
boon alone is fit to be craved by me. 

Com.— ^Moreaver^ man is not to be satisfied with 
mucTi wealth ; for, attainment of wealth has riot been 
found to ensure delight td anybody* If ever we Save 



Digitized 



by Google 



WITH SRI bakkara's oobimentary. 23 

thirst for wealth, we shall get it, if we have s6eA the6 ; 
«o also, long life ; w© shall live, as long as you rule in 
your place; for, how could a mortal, after approaching 
thee, become poor or short-lived. Therefore, the boon 
^t to be craved for by me is that alone, i.e., the know- 
ledge of the atman. 

What decaying mortal living in the world below 
and possessed of knowledge, having reached the com- 
pany of the undecaying and the immortal, will delight 
in long life, knowing the nature of the delight pro- 
duced by song and sport ? 

■ Com, — Again, having approached those whose age 
knowa no decay and who are immortal and knowing of 
some other surpassing benefit to be had from them, 
how could a mortal, himself living on earth below (6e-' 
fene?, relatively the Antariksha, Le,, region of the sky);' 
pray for such transitory things, as sons, wealth, gold, etc.; 
covetable only by the ignorant ? Another reading has 
^Xvatad&sthah ' for * Kvadhasthah ' ; the meaning 
according to this reading is this : Tadasthah, one who 
ardently covets them, i. e., sons and the rest ; when will 
one, who ^eeks higher objects than these though diffi- 
cult to attain, thirst for these ? The meaning is that 
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no one who knows them as valueless, will wish for 
them. Everybody in the world wishes to become 
something higher and higher than he is ; therefore, I 
am not to be tempted by the prospect of sons, wealth 
etc. ; aud what sensible man will delight in longevity 
who knows the transitory nature of nymphs and of the 
delights of music and sports ? 

Oh Death, tell us that in which men have this doubt, 
and which is about the great hereafter ; no other boon 
doth Nachiketas crave, than this which entered into 
the secret. 

Com, — Therefore, giving up the idea of tempting me 
by promise of ephemeral objects, tell us, Oh Death, 
that which was solicited by me, i.e., the well-ascertain- 
ed knowledge of the atmanf about which they doubt 
whether it is or no, when men die, which relates to the 
world to come and which serves to be of great benefit. 
Why say much ? Than the present boon about the dt- 
man which goes into an inexplicable secret, no other 
boon which is to be craved for only by the ignorant and 
whose subject is something transitory, Nachiketas does 
crave for even in thought. The Sruti itself says this. 
Here ends the First Part. 
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PART II. 

^h ^ ^iR^s^FTFi ^^% Ci^s«n^ ^ 5iqt i^ 

II \ II 

(Death said) One is good while another is pleasant* 
These two, serving different ends, bind men ; happiness 
conies to him, who, of these, chooses the good ; whoso 
chooses the pleasant forfeits the true end. 

Com, — Having thus tested the disciple and found 
him worthy of the knowledge. Death said * good is one 
thing and pleasant is another,' Both these, the good and 
the pleasant, serving different ends, bind man competent 
for both, subject to the varying conditions of caste, 
orders of life etc., i.e., all men are propelled in their mind 
by these two actions ; for, according as one wishes for 
prosperity or immortality, he attempts at what is good 
and what is pleasant. Therefore as men have to perform 
acts to obtain what is good and what is pleasant, all men 

4 
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are said to be bound by these. These two, though connect- 
ed with the realisation of one or other of the covetables of 
man, are opposed to each other, one being in the nature 
of knowledge and the other of ignorance. Thus, as both 
these are impossible to be pursued by the same in- 
dividual without abandoning either, happiness falls to 
him who, of these two, rejects what is merely pleasant, 
being in the nature of ignorance, and pursues only the 
good. But he, who is not far-sighted, who is ignorant 
and who pursues only the pleasant, is separated from, 
i.e., misses the true and eternal end of man. 

Both the good and the pleasant approach the mor- 
tal ; the intelligent man examines and distinguishes 
them ; for, the intelligent man prefers the good to the 
pleasant ; the ignorant man chooses the pleasant for the 
sake of his body. 

Com, — If both the sweet and the good can be pur- 
sued at will, why do the mankind, in general, pursue 
the sweet ? This is explained ; it is true that they can 
both be pursued ; still, as they are not easily distin- 
guishable by persons of poor intelligence, either in res- 
pect of the means to their attainment, or in respect of 
their fruits, both the sweet and the good become as it 
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were mingled, and approach man. Therefore the in- 
teUigent man examines both the sweet and the good, as 
a flamingo separates milk and water and having con- 
sidered in his mind their relative weight, divides them 
both and follows the good alone, as preferable to the 
sweet ; but the man of poor intelligence, incapable of 
such discernment, pursues the sweet, such as cattle, sons 
and the rest, for the purpose of fattening and preserving 
his body etc. 

Oh Nachiketas, thou hast renounced desires and 
desirable objects of sweet shape, judging them by their 
real value ; thou hast not accepted this garland of 
such wealth, in which many mortals sink. 

Cmn, — You, though repeatedly tempted by me, have 
renounced objects of desires, such as sons etc., and also 
objects of sweet shape, such as nymphs, judging well of 
them and ascertaining their faults, i.e., their ephemeral 
tod sapless nature. Oh Nachiketas, how intelligent 
you are ! You have not taken up this contemptible path 
of wealth, trodden by the ignorant men, in which many 
fools come to grief. 

?^ f^tq^ ^^ ^#?T[ qr =er T%^ fRTT I 
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These two are wide apart, mutually exclusive, lead- 
ing to different ways, known as ignorance and know- 
ledge. I regard Nachiketas as wishing for knowledge ; 
desires, though numerous, have not shaken thee. 

Com. — It has been stated that he who, of these, 
pursues the good, attains the good and he that pursues 
the pleasant forfeits consummation; why is that so ? 
Because, these two travel at a great distance from each 
other, being mutually exclusive, as they are of the na- 
ture of knowledge and ignorance, like light and dark- 
ness going different ways, i. e., leading to different 
results, being the cause of bondage and emancipation. 
What are these two is explained. Ignorance which 
deals with * the pleasant ' and knowledge which deals 
with * the good,' both well understood by the intelli- 
gent ; here, I regard you Nachiketas, as longing after 
knowledge, because objects of desire — the nymphs and 
the rest — which tempt the intellect of the ignorant, 
have not, though numerous, shaken thee, i. e., diverted 
thee from the path of * the good,' by creating in you a 
desire for worldly enjoyment. Therefore,, I regard you 
as longing after knowledge and worthy of attaining 
* the good. ' This is the drift. 
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^'^^{♦iioit: q^^ iRT 3F^ ^\mw mF^-. \\ \ ii 

Living in the middle of ignorance and regarding 
themselves as intelligent and learned, the ignorant go 
round and round, in many crooked wa3^8, like the blind 
led by the blind. 

Com. — But those men living ia Samsdra in the 
midst of ignorance as in thick darkness, entangled in 
a hundred meshes formed by attachment for sons, 
cattle and the rest, regarding themselves as intelligent 
and well-versed in the Shastras, go round and round, 
get into many crooked ways afflicted with miseries such 
as old age, death, disease etc., devoid of discernment 
just as the blind led by the blind in uneven paths 
come to great grief. 

The way to the future does not shine for the ignorant 
man who blunders, rendered blind by folly caused by 
wealth ; thinking thus ' this world is and none other,* 
he gets into my power again and again. 

Com. — Therefore alone, i. e., being ignorant, the 
way to the other world shines not for him. Sdmpard- 
yah, the other world. Sdmpardijah, some means pointed 
out by the Sliastras and leading to the attainment of 
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the other world ; that means does not shine for the bene- 
fit of the ignorant man who is led astray, his mind be- 
ing engrossed by such benefits, as son, cattle etc., and 
who is enveloped by the darkness of ignorance caused 
by wealth. Constantly thinking that this world alone 
which is perceived and which consists of women, food 
drink etc., exists, and that there is no other invisible 
world, he is born again and again and becomes subject 
to me, i, e., Death. The meaning is that he becomes sub- 
ject to be tossed in grief, such as birth, death etc.; such 
is the world in general. 

Who cannot be attained even for hearing by many ; 
whom, many though hearing, do not know ; the ex- 
pounder of him is a wonder; and able, the attainer of him; 
a wonder, the knower of him instructed by the able. 

Com. Of thousands who seek good, it is some one 
like you who becomes the knower of the dtman ; for, 
even for hearing, the dtman is not attainable by many ; 
many others, though they hear of him, do not know 
the dtman, not being entitled, because their minds are 
not purified ; again, the expounder of the dtm^n is, 
like a wonder, some one among many. Similarly, 
even among manj'- who have so heard, some one alone 
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of many, that is able, attains the atman ; the knower 
of the atman is a wonder — some one who is instructed 
by an able preceptor. 

This atman now explained cannot easily be known, 
if taught by a person of inferior intellect being various- 
ly regarded. When it is taught by a px'eceptor, one 
with the Brahman, there is no further travel, this being 
subtler than the subtle and not arguable. 

Com, — Why so ? Because taught by a man of worldy 
understanding, the dtm^an which you ask me about, is 
not easily knowable, because he is variously discussed 
by disputants, whether he exists or not, whether he is 
a doer or not, whether he is pure or not and so forth. 
How then can he be well-known is explained. If the 
dtman is taught by a preceptor who is free from the 
notion of duality and who has become one with the 
Brahman, none of the various doubts exist, such as 
whether he is or not etc, because the nature of the at- 
man absorbs all such doubtful alternatives ; or, the 
text may be thus construed ; when the dtm^n, which is 
none other than his own self, is taught, there is no know- 
ing any other thing ; for, there is no other knowable ; 
for, the knowledge of the oneness of the dtm^n is the 
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highest state of knowledge. Therefore their being no- 
thing else to be known, knowledge stops there; or, 
Gati7{:dra oidsti, may mean there is no travelling into 
Samsdra when the dtmaji, not distinct from the self has 
been taught ; because, emancipation, the fruit of such 
knowledge, is its necessary concomitant. Or, it may 
mean that when the dtman is explained by a preceptor 
who is become one with the Brahman to be taught, 
there is no failing to understand it. The meaning is 
that as in the case of the preceptor, the hearer's know- 
ledge of the Brahman will take the form, 'I am 
not other than that.' Thus the dtman can easily 
be, known when explained by the preceptor ver- 
sed in the dgamds, to be no other than one's self; 
otherwise, the dtman will be subtler than even the 
subtle and cannot be known by dint of one's mere in- 
telligent reasoning. When the dtman is established by 
argument to be some thing subtle by one man, another 
argues it to be subtler than that and another infers 
it to be something yet subtler ; for, there is no ftnality 
reached by mere argumentation. 

This idea cannot be reached by mere reasoning. 
This idea. Oh dearest, leads to sound knowledge, only 
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if taught by another ; thou hast reached it ; Oh, thou 
art fixed in truth. May we find, Oh Nachiketas, 
a questioner like thee ! 

Com, — This idea of the oilman knowable by the dgamds 
and taught by a preceptor who is one with the dfman 
is not to be attained by dint of one's intelligent reason- 
ing ; or it may mean, cannot be dispelled by mere in- 
telligent reasoning ; for, a logician not versed in the 
dgamde will postulate some thing created by his own 
intelligence. Therefore alone, this idea arising from 
the dgamds helps one. Oh dearest, to sound knowledge, 
• only when taught by a preceptor who is not a logician 
and who is conversant with the dgamds. What is that 
idea which cannot be attained by reasoning is explain- 
ed. That idea which you have now attained by my 
granting of the boon. Oh thou art fixed in truth] 
Death says this of Nachiketas with sympathetic favor, 
for the purpose of eulogising the knowledge which he 
was going to inculcate. May we find. Oh Nachiketas 
a questioner like thee, a son or a disciple. 

^TRFT^^tN^rfer^ ^ Hg^: W^ ^^ ^\ 

I know that the treasure is uncertain ; for, that 
which is constant is never reached by things which 
change. Therefore has Nachiketa fire been propitiated 
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by me with the perishable things, and I have at- 
tained the eternal. 

Com, — Delighted, Death says again : I know that 
the treasure, i. e., the reward of Karma, because it is 
sought after like a treasure, is not eternal ; for that 
which is constant, i, e., the treasure named Paramdt- 
man cannot be reached by things not constant. That 
treasure alone, which is in the nature of uncertain hap- 
piness, can be obtained by uncertain things. Therefore 
by me, though I know that the eternal cannot be at- 
tained by ephemeral aids, has been propitiated the fire 
Nachiketas leading to the attainment of heavenly joys 
with ephemeral things. By virtue of that, I have at- 
tained the position of authority, this office of Death 
known as Svarga eternal but only relatively. 

The end of all desires, the stay of all the universe, 
the endless fruit of worship, the other shore of fearless- 
ness, the praiseworthy, the great and boundless goal, 
all these hast thou beheld, and being intelligent. Oh 
Nachiketas, hast boldly rejected all. 

Com, — But you having beheld the end of all desires 
(for, here, ie>, in Hiranyagarhha all desires are fulfilled), 
the suppoiii of all the worlds comprising the Adhyatma 
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the Adhihhilta and the Adhidaiva, i.e, (the bodies, ele- 
ments and gods), the immortal goal of worship, the place 
of Hiranyagarhha, the extreme state of fearlessness, 
praiseworthy, great as combining many desirable powers 
such as anima (praiseworthy and great because it is 
unsurpassable) the boundless and unsurpassable goal 
of the atman have boldly, being intelligent, rejected, 
wishing only for the highest, all these host of enjoy- 
ments within the pale of Samsdra, Oh, what unsur- 
passable qualities you possess. 

Contemplating with a concentrated mind, weaned 
from all external objects on the atman, ancient, hard to 
see, lodged in the inmost recess, located in intelligence, 
and seated amidst miserable surroundings, the intel- 
ligent man renounces joy and grief. 

Com. — The atman which you wish to know is hard 
to see being extremely subtle, lodged in the inmost re- 
cess, being concealed by the modifications of conscious- 
ness caused by worldly objects. Located in intelli- 
gence (being realised as if there lodged) and seated 
amidst manifold miseries. Being lodged in the inmost 
recess and located in intelligence, he is seated amidst 
miseries ; (being thus seated he is hard to see) dwelling 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



36 THE KATHOPANISHAD. 

on that ancient dtman, with a mind weaned from all ex- 
ternal objects and concentrated on the dtman, the intel- 
ligent man renounces joy and grief as there is neither 
superiority nor inferiority for the dtman. 

NO 

Having heard and well-grasped this, the mortal 
abstracting the virtuous dtmari, attaining this subtle dt- 
man, rejoices having obtained what causes joy. I think 
that the mansion is wide open for Nachiketas. 

Com. — Again having heard this, the true dtman 
which I shall explain to you — from the presence of the 
preceptor and well-grasped it as his own self, having 
abstracted the virtuous dtm/in from the body etc., and 
having realized this subtle dtman, the learned mortal 
rejoices having obtained what gives him joy, i. e., the 
dtman. The door of such abode of Brahman is, I think, 
wide open for you, Nachiketas. The drift is * I think 
you worthy of emancipation. * 

^ipm ^^m ^T^qjir ^irrcq^ cts:^ in » II 

What thou seest other than virtue and vice, other 
than what is made and what is not, other than the 
past and the future, tell me that. 
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Com, — If I am worthy, and you are, Oh BhagJ^avan 
pleased with me : other than virtue, i.e., difterent from 
the performance of acts enjoined by the Shdstrds, their 
fruits and their requisites and similarly from vice ; 
other than what is made, i. e., effect'; and what is not 
made, i.e., cause ; and again other than the past, L e., 
tiaae gone by ; and the future, i. e., time yet to come ; 
and similarly the present, i. e., what is not conditioned 
by time (past, present and future); if you see or know 
anything like this beyond the reach of all worldly ex- 
perience, tell me that. 

II \^\\ 

The goal which all the Vedas uniformly extol, 
which all acts of tapas speak of, and wishing for which 
men lead the life of a Brahmachdrin, that goal I tell 
you briefly — It is this — Om. 

Com. — To him who had thus questioned. Death ex- 
plained the thing asked for, and also something else, 
i. e., the worship of ' Om.* What praiseworthy goal all 
Vedas without break, i, e,, with one voice, declare, to 
which goal all acts of tapas are intended to lead, and 
desirous of which men live in the residence of their 
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preceptor, or practise other kinds of Brahmacharya to 
attain the Brahman, that goal which you wish to learn, I 
shall tell you briefly. It is this — Om. The goal which 
you wish to learn is the goal which is denoted by the 
word * Om' and of which the word * Om' is a substitute 
(Pratika). 

This word is indeed Brahman, this word is indeed 
the highest ; whoso knows this word obtains indeed 
whatever he wishes for. 

Com, — Therefore, the word indeed is Brahman (ma- 
nifested). This word indeed is also the highest Brah- 
man. For this word is the substitute for both of them. 
Who so worships this word as Brahman obtains what 
he wants, i.e., the manifested or the unmanifested' Brah- 
man. If it be unmanifested, it should be known ; if it 
be manifested, it should be reached. 

H^<l^^*i flc^ m^ ^^PJ^ II ?V3 II 

This proof is the best. This proof is' the highest. 
Knowing this proof, one is worshipped in the world of 
Brahman. 
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Com. — This being so, this proof is the best, i.e., the 
most praiseworthy of all proofs, to attain the Brahman. 
This proof is both the higher and lower; for, it leads to 
both the highest and the manifested Brahman, i, e,, 
of the highest Brahman and the manifested Brahman. 
The meaning is : he becomes one with the Brahman and 
he becomes fit to be worshipped like Brahman. 

The intelligent dtman is not born, nor does he die ; 
he did not come from anywhere nor was he anything, 
unborn, eternal, everlasting, ancient ; he is not slain 
though the body is slain. 

Com. — ^The particle * Om ' has been pointed out as 
a prop of and as a substitute for the atmany asked 
about in the text beginning with * Anyatra dharmdt ' 
etc., and devoid of all attributes, for the benefit of the 
ignorant and the middling class of men who wish to 
attain the Brahman, manifested and unmanifested. 
Now this text is introduced for the purpose of directly 
ascertaining the real nature of the dtman, to attain 
whom the word * Om ' was mentioned as a prop ; he 
is not bom, i.e., produced ; nor does he die ; various 
modifications are incidental to a thing which is produ- 
ced and not eternal. Of those, the first and the last 
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modifications namely birth and death are at the ontset 
denied of the dlman, with the object of denying all 
modifications by the expressions * he is not born nor 
does he die.' Vipaschit, intelligent ; for, he is by nature 
of indestructible intelligence. Again, this oMian came 
not from anything, Le., from any other cause ; nor did 
any other real thing proceed from this atman; therefore 
this dtman is unborn, eternal, everlasting, undecaying 
(for, whoso is not everlasting decays ; but he is ever- 
lasting) ; therefore, ancient, i. e., new, even for- 
merly; (for, that which undergoes a development 
of its parts, is then said to be new) ; for instance a pot 
etc. ; but the dtman who is of a contrary nature is 
ancient, i.e., incapable of development ; this being so, 
he is not slain or affected, even though the body is 
slain by swords etc. Though in it, he is in it like the 
akas. 

^ m 5T f^FSIFflrm ?rPI%#T ^ 5^ II K II 

The slayer who thinks of slaying this and the slain 
who thinks this slain, both these do not know. This 
slays not, nor is slain. 

Com. — Even the dtman of such description, the slayer, 
who sees the mere body as thecttm/in, thinks of slaying 
and he who thinks that his dtm^an is slain, both these 
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do not know their own cUman, for, he does not slay the 
aiman^ being incapable of modification ; nor is he slain 
being incapable of modification like the alcas. Therefore 
all samsdra, the fruit of virtue and vice is only in the 
case of those who do not know the dtman, and not in 
the case of one who knows the Brahman, for in his case, 
virtue and vice are inappropriate both from the author- 
ity of the srutis and from the cogency of reasoning. 

Subtler than the subtle, greater than the great, in 
the heart of each living thing the dtman reposes. One 
free from desire, with his mind and the senses com- 
posed, sees the glory of the dtman and becomes absolved 
from grief. 

Com, — How then does one know the atman is ex- 
plained. Subtler than the subtle, i.e., subtler than grain 
etc. ; greater than the great, i.e., greater than things of 
great dimensions such as the earth (whatever thing is 
in the world, that is known to exist only by virtue of 
the eternal dtman ; divorced from the dtman it becomes 
a non-entity ; therefore, this dtman alone is subtler than 
the subtle and greater than the great, because all 
names, forms and harma are only conditions imposed 
upon it^. This d^man is seated, as the dtman, in the 
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•heart of every living creature from Brahma down to 
the worm. I^hat dtman to whose realisation, hearing, 
thought and meditation are indicated as aids ; one free 
from desire, i.e., one whose intelligence has been divert- 
ed from all external objects, either of this world or of 
the world to come (when he is so — the mind and the 
senses which are called Bhatus, because they support 
the body, become composed); sees, i.e., directly realises, 
in the form ' I am he,' the glory of the dtman, devoid 
of increase or diminution due to Karma ; and there- 
fore he becomes absolved from grief. 

Sitting, he. goes far ; lying, he goes everywhere. 
Who else but me deserves to know the God, who is joy- 
ful and joyless. 

Com. — Otherwise this dtman cannot be known by 
worldly men having desires, because sitting, i.e., not 
moving, he goes a great distance. Lying, he goes every- 
where. Thus the dJtman is both joyful and joyless. Thus 
he has properties mutually opposed ; therefore it being 
impossible to know him, who else but me can know the 
atman, who is joyful and joyless. It is only by persons 
like us of subtle intellect and learning that the dtwun can 
be known. Being conditioned by conflicting attributes 
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of fixity and movement, and of constancy and change, 
the dtman appears as if itself possessed conflicting 
attributes like VisvarApa, a sum of various forms, or 
("or moi'e properly) like Chintamani (a gem which ap- 
pears according to the fancy of the seer). Therefore 
Death indicates the difficulty of knowing the dtman 
hy the statement * who else but me can know the di^ 
man J The cessation of the activity of the senses is 
* lying ;' in the person lying, there is a cessation of the 
partial knowledge produced by the senses. In this 
state the dtman seems to go everywhere, because its 
knowledge then is of a general character, i.e., unquali- 
fied by conditions ; but though fixed in its own nature, 
when it has special or qualified knowledge it seems to 
go a great distance, because it is conditioned by 
the motion of the mind and the rest, but really he is Jf/'C^^^ 
here akjnfe, ix., in this body. 

H?p^ ^^RicJiR qcsrr ^ ^ ^r^ II \\ \\ 

The intelligent man knowing the dtm^an^ bodiless, 
seated firmly in perishable bodies, great and all-pervadr 
ing, does not gi'ieve. 

Com, — This text showsthat by knowing him, grief 

* alsc^ vanishes. * Bodiless,' the dtm^n being like the aJcdsy 

by its own nature; * bodies,' bodies.of the gods, the manes, 
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men and the rest. ' Perishable,' devoid of firmness, not 
eternal; * firmly seated,' eternal, i.e., not subject to modi- 
fications ; * great,' to avoid the doubt that the greatness 
may be relative, the text adds ' all-pervading.' The 
word * dtman ' is used to show that it is not distinct 
from one's self. The word dtman is primarily used to de- 
note the Pratyagdtman, i,e,, the dtman in the body. 
Having known the dtman of this description, i.e., having 
realised him in the form ' I am he, ' the intelligent 
do not grieve. There is no occasion for such a knower 
of the dtman to grieve. 

q^ T^ %^^^wt^N ^Tic^n f^ ?i^^^ II w II 

This dtman is not to be attained by a study of the 
Vedas, nor by intelligence, nor by much hearing, but 
the dtman can be attained, only by him who seeks to 
know it. To him, this dtman reveals its true nature. 

Com, — This text says that though this dtman is 
hard to know, still he can certainly be known 
well by proper means. This dtman is not at- 
tainable by the study of many Vedas, or by in- 
telligence, i.e., a retentive memory of the import of 
books, or by any amount of mere learning. By what 
then can he be attained is explained. That dtman (self) 
whom the neophyte seeks, by the same self, i. e., by 
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the seeker can the diman be known. The meaning is 
that, of one who seeks only the atman, being free from 
desire, the dtman is attained by the dtman alone. How 
it is attained is explained. To the man who seeks the 
dtman, the dtman reveals its real form, i.e., its own true 
nature. 

-IKIW*1H^I ^ i|^l^^^*1IJi^l<l, IRS II 
None who has not turned away from bad conduct, 
whose senses are not under control, whose mind is not 
collected, or whose mind is not at rest, can attain this 
dtman by knowledge. 

Com. — ^Yet something more : who has not turned 
away from bad conduct, i. e., from sinful acts prohibit- 
ed and not permitted by the srutis and the smritis, 
who has nD quietude from the activity of the senses, 
whose mind is not concentrated, i. e., whose mind is 
diverted off and on ; whose mind is not at rest, i.e., 
whose mind though collected is engaged in looking 
forward to th,e fruits of being so collected, cannot at- 
tain the dtman now treated of, but only by means of 
the knowledge of Brahman ; the meaning is that he 
alone who has turned away from bad conduct, who is 
free from the activity of the senses, whose mind is 
collected, and whose mind is at rest, even in respect of 
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the fruits of its being so collected, taught by a precep- 
tor, attains the aiman above described by knowing him* 

Of whom, the Brahma and the Kshatrya classes 
are the food, and Death but pickles (to supplement it) ; 
how can one thus know where that dtman is. 

Com, — As for him who is not of this description the 
sruti says. Of whom Brahmins and Kshatry&s, though 
the stay of all virtue and the protectors of all, are th^ 
food ; and Death, though destroyer of all, is only a pickle 
being insufficient as food. How can one of worldly 
intellect, devoid of helps above described, know where 
that atman is, in this manner, as one who is furnished 
with the helps above described. 



Here ends the second part. 
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PART III. 



/ 



The two, who enjoy the fruits of their good deeds, 
being lodged in the cavity of the seat of the supreme, 
the knowers of Brahman call shadow and light, as also 
those who maintain five fires and have thrice propiti- 
ated the Nachiketfi. fire. 

Com. — The connexion of the present valli is this. 
Knowledge and ignorance have already been described, 
as leading to many contrary results; but each of them 
has not been described, in its own nature vrith its re- 
sults. The imagining of the analogy of the chariot is 
for the purpose of determining them, as also for the easy 
understanding of the subject. Thus two dtmans are 
here described for the purpose of distinguishing between 
the attainer and the attained and the goer and the 
goal. Drinking, L e,, enjoying ; truth, L e., the finiits of 
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the enjoyer, on the analogy of using the expression 
* the umbrella-carriers go ' when not all of them carry 
umbrellas. Suhritasya, means of deeds done by them- 
selves and is connected with the previous word ^fruits.' 
Lcike, means in this body. Guhcum pravishtau, 
means lodged in intelligence. Parame, superior in re- 
lation to the space of the dl{ds of the external body. 
Pardrdhe, in the abode of Brahman, for, there, can 
Brahman be realised. The meaning is that they are 
lodged in the akds within the cavity of the heart ; again 
they are dissimilar like shadow and light, being within 
the pale of Samsdra and free from Samsdra respective- 
ly. So do the knowers of Brahman tell ; not those 
alone who do not perform Karma say so ; but also 
house-holders maintaining five sacrificial fires, and 
others by whom the sacrificial Nachiketa fire has been 
thrice lit. 

NO 

We are able to know the fire which is the bridge 
of those who perform sacrifices, and also the highest 
immortal Brahman, fearless, and the other shore for 
those, who wish to cross the ocean of Samsdra. 

Com, — The Nachiketa fire, which is as it were a 
bridge for persons performing sacrificejs for the purpose 
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of crossing grief, we can light up. Moreover, what is 
fearless, and what is the main support of the knowers 
of Brahman, who wish to go to the other shore of Sam- 
sdra, the immortal Brahman known as aJtman^ we can 
know. The meaning of the text is that both the un- 
manifested and the manifested Brahman, the goal of 
the knowers of Brahmon, and those who perform Kar- 
ma are worthy to be known. 

It is a discription of these that has been given in the 
previous text, 

^ % ^TRf^ ^ »R: W^ =^ lU II 
Know the- aJtman as the lord of the chariot, the 
body as only the chariot ; know also intelligence as 
the driver ; know the minds as the reins. 

Com, — Here a chariot is imagined for the aiman^ 
conditioned in Samsdra, entitled to acquire knowledge 
and perform Karma for attaining emancipation and for 
travelling in Samsdra as a means to reach both^ Know 
the dtman, who is the enjoyer of the fruits of Karma 
and is in the bondage of Samsdra, to be the lord of the 
chariot. Know the body to be verily the chariot, be- 
cause like a oharig^ the body is drawn by the senses 
occupyihg the place of horses. Know also the intelli- 
gence to be the driver, furnished with the capacity for 
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determination, because the body is mainly guided by 
the intelligence, as the chariot is mainly guided by the 
driver ; for, everything done by the body is generally 
done by the intelligence. Know the mind with its 
characteristics of volition, doubt etc., to be the reins ; 
for, the senses, such as the ear, perform their functions 
when grasped by the mind as horses by the reins. 

The senses, they * say, are the horses ; the objects 
which they perceive, the way ; the atman, the senses 
and the mind* combined, the intelligent call the enjoyer. 

Com. — Those who are versed in the construction of 
chariots call the senses, such as the eye and the rest, 
horses, from the similitude of their drawing the body. 
Know the objects (such as form etc.,) of these senses, 
regarded as horses, to be the roads. The intelligent 
call the dtman combined with the body, the senses and 
the mind, the enjoyer, i. e., one in Samsdra ; for, the pure 
atman cannot be the enjoyer. Its enjoyment is only the 
product of its conditions such as intelligence etc.; 
accorfingly also, other sruiis declare that the pure at-- 
man is certainly not the enjoyer. * It se&ms to think 
and to move ' j only if this so, in wcM'king out the ana- 
logy of the chariot to be described, it will be appropri- 
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ate to understand * The Vishnu P4da ' as the pure 
dtman but not otherwise ; for, there can be no gping 
beyond Samsdra in the case of the pure dtman. 

But of him who is not possessed of discrimination, 
and whose mind is always uncontrolled, the senses are 
not controllable as vicious horses of a driver. 

Cam, — This being so, of that driver known as Buddhi, 
who is not capable of discrimination as to what is to be 
done or omitted to be done, as the other dri- 
ver in the guiding of his chariot has a mind like 
the reins of a chariot not well grasped by the driver, 
L e,, uncontrolled by the intellect ; of that incompetent 
driver, i. e., intellect, the senses which stand in the 
place of the horses become unruly and uncontrollable, 
as the vicious horses of the other driver. 

ci^^^ ^^qrf^ ^^ ^ m^i II ^ II 

But of him vvho knows and has a mind always 
controlled, the senses are always controllable as the 
good horses of the driver. 

Com, — But of him who is a driver, the contrary of 
one already explained, i e;., of the driver who knows 
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and who has the mind always under restraint, the 
senses standing in the place of the horses can be let go 
or stopped, i. e., controlled like the good horses of the 
other driver. 

5T ^ dcM<^^ I Hi(^ ^^^ =?rrf^PF^ II vs II 

But he, whose intellect has no discrimination and 
whose mind is not under control and who is always 
unclean, does not reach that goal and falls into Sam' 
sdra. 

Com, — Now the text mentions the results produced 
by the driver (intelligence) who is unknowing, as above 
stated ; the lord of the chariot, who does not know and 
who has not the mind under control and who is there- 
fore always unclean, does not attain that immortal 
great goal already described, by reason of having such 
a driver. It is not alone that he does not attain that, 
but he reaches Samsdra marked by births and deaths. 

^^ (^*Hc|M^/^ 'HHHH: W^ ^rf%: I 

H 5 dcq^Hlvilf^ M\M\*^ ^ Wih II <: II 

But he, who knows, who has his mind always under 
control and who is clean, reaches that goal from which 
he is not born again. 
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Com, — But the second, i. e., the lord of the chariot 
who has a discriminating intellect as his driver, i. e., 
the knowing man, having his mind under control and 
being therefore always clean, reaches that goal from 
which never falling, he is not bom again in Samsdra. 

^ssspT: mmf^ ?TWt: ^^ ^^ \\ ^ \\ 

But the man who has a discriminating intellect for 
the driver and a controlled mind for the reins, reaches 
the end of the road, i. e., that highest place of Vishnu. 

Com, — What that goal is, is now explained ; but the 
man who has discerning intelligence for the driver, 
whose mind is under control, and who is clean, i. e., 
the knowing man reaches the end of the road of /Sam- 
sdra, L e., realises the Supreme ; i. e., is absolved from all 
the ties of Samsdra, The man of knowledge attains 
* th e highest pl ace of Vishnu \ i, e., the nature pf_.th©. 
all-pervading Brahman, the Paramdtman known as 
VSsuHeva (the Self-luminous). 

Beyond the senses, are the rudiments of its objects ; 
beyond these rudiments is the mind ; beyond the mind 
is dtman known as Mahat (great). 
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Cowt.-^Now thia subsequent portion is ialieduced for 
the purpose of showing that the ffoal to be reaohed 
should be understood to be the Pratyah (the internal) M* 
man^ the subtlest proceeding from the gross senses, in the 
ascending degree pf subtlety. The senses are gross and 
those rudiments (yishaytt) from which these 43pring for 
their own illumination are subtler than the senses, their 
own eff(gct&, greater than these and the tihicm of these, 
i.e., bound up with these ; subtler than these rudiments 
and greater than these, being the dtman of these, is the 
mind. Here, by the word mind is denoted the rudi- 
ments of the Bhiita {Bhuta Sttkshma) from which mind 
originates. Than the mind which is the origin of vo- 
lition, deliberation and the rest, the intellect is subtler, 
greater, and more internal. By the term intellect is 
denoted the rudiments of the BhAta (Bhuta Sukshma) 
from which determination and the rest originate. The 
Hiranyagarbha is called here atma, because he is the in- 
ternal principle of the intelligences of all living beings ; 
called also Mahat (great^ being the greatest of all. This 
Hiranyagarbha^l the first bom of AvtjaJda {Mulaprahriti 
or Maya) possessed of intellect and activity, is said to be 
subtler than Buddhi (the individual intellect^. 
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Beyond the Mahai (great) is AvyaUam (the unmani- 
fested.) Beyond the AvyaTctam is the Pumaha; beyond 
the Puru^ha there is nothing ; that is the end, that is 
the final goal. 

Com, — Beyond even the Mahat, subtler than that, 
being its internal principle, greater than all, is the 
Avyafdafn, the seed of all the universe, the unmodified 
state of name and form, tJie combined state of the po- 
tentialities of all causes and effects, denoted by the 
terma avyalda^ avydhiti, dkdsa etto,, entering in the 
Paramdlman, as warp and woof, as the potentiality of a 
fig tree in a fig seed. Beyond the avxjalda, L e., subtler 
than that, being the cause of all causes tod the internal 
dimobn of all and greater than that, is the purvsha (so 
called), because he fills all. To counteract the supposi- 
tion of any thing greater than that, the text says there 
is nothing beyond the Purusha. As there is no othe^ 
thing subtler than the Purushay dense with mere iutel* 
ligence, here is the end of subtlety, greatness and 
immanency; for, it is here that subtlety etc., beginr 
ning with the senses, end; and here alone is the high- 
est attainment achievable by all, diversely travelling 
in Samsdra according to the smriti ' which reached, 
they do not return. ' 
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This atTnan, concealed in all living beings, does not 
shine, but is seen by subtle seers with keen subtle in- 
telligence. 

Com, — K there is a going, there must be a return- 
ing. How could it then be said * from whence he is 
not bom again.' This is no fault. Being the internal 
dtman of all, the mental realisation alone is by courte- 
sy called * going ' ; and that it is the internal dtman 
has been shown by its being subtler than the senses, 
mind and intelligence ; for, he who is the goer, goes to 
something, not already reached, not his inner self and 
other than the cUm^n. The reverse is not the case. 
Accordingly, the sruti also says, * they do not go by 
roads, who go to the other shore of Sam^dra etc.* 
Accordingly, the text shows that the purusha is the in- 
ternal dtman of all. This puntsha hid in all living 
things, i. e., from Brahma down to the worm, though 
possessed of the functions of seeing, hearing etc., does not 
shine, as the dtman of any being concealed by ignorance 
and delusion. Oh, how deep, unfathomable and marvelous 
this Mdya, that every living being, though really in 
its nature the Brahman, does not, though instructed 
grasp the truth * I am the Paramdtman ' and feels 
convinced, without any instruction that he is such a 
p^*son's son mistaking for the dtman the combination of 
the body, and the senses etc., which is not the dtm^n 
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and is only perceived by him, like the pot etc ; indeed 
the world wanders repeatedly deluded by the M&ya of 
the Brahman alone ; so the smriti also says * Being con- 
cealed by Yogamd/ya, I do not shine to all etc.* Are 
not these statements inconsistent? Knowing him, 
the intelligent do not grieve and ' he does . not 
shine. ' It is not so. It is said he does not shine, be- 
ause he cannot be known by the unpurified intellect ; 
but he is seen by the purified intellect. Agryayd, 
like a point, i.e., concentrated, subtle, i.e., capable of 
perceiving subtle objects. By whom ? By the subtle 
seers, i.e., by persons, who, by seeing the different de- 
grees of subtlety as pointed; out by the rudiments, 
are subtler than the senses etc., are characteristically 
able to see the subtlest, i.e., by learned persons. 

^MHIc^ft ^^ Pl^^Tl<J-^^M ^nc^ II \\ II 
Let the intelligent u^an sink speech into mind, sink 

that into intelligence and intelligence into the great 

dtman and sink that into the peaceful dtman. 

Com. — The text states the means of attaining that. 

Yatchetf draw into. Prajnah, one having discernment. 

What ? Vahy i.e., speech. The word * vai,' i.e., speech, 

is illustratively used to denote all the senses. Where ? 

in the mind. The lengthenipg of the. vowel inManasi 

8 
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i9 a tedic license ; and that mind, let hini sink into 
gnarpa^ Le.^ intellect bright by nature ; 'intellect' is called 
eUman here ; for, it pervades the mind and the otheif 
seilses; therefore, it is their ^ Pratyagcdman/ Le.y inters 
nal principle ; let him sink the intellect into the &t>* 
man ; * great', t.e., first born Hiranyagarbha. The mean- 
ing is, let him make his intelligence as clear in its nature 
as the first bom ; let him sink that great aismum also 
into the peaceful aimam,^ t.«., into the primary atmcm 
whose nature does not admit of any conditions, which 
ia unmodified, which is within all and which is the 
witness of all the modifications of the intellect. 

Arise, awake ; having reaped the great, leara \ the 
edge of a razor is sharp and impassable ; that path, the 
intelligent say, is hard to go by. 

Oow.— Having thus merged into the purttska^ the 
dtntan, all the three, i.e., name, form and T«xrma which 
are produced by false knowledge and are of the nature 
of action, agents and fruits, by a knowledge of the true 
ligature of his aJImcm, as the water in the mirage, the 
serpent in the rope and the colour of the sky, disappear 
h^ seeing the true nature of the mirage, rope and the 
sky, one beccmies free from anxiety and calm, his pui>^ 
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pose aoooniplidhed. Therefore, to know thab, i^se 
Ob, livmg being» sleeping in beginning^less ignorance, 
Le., turn toward* the acquisition of the knowledge of 
the atman '^ and awake, Le.^ pat an end to the sleep of 
ign<H*anoe, h<n*rible in form and the seed of all misery. 
How? Hating approached excellent preceptors who 
know that, realise the atman taught by them, the in- 
nerraofit and in all, thus * I am he/ This is not to be 
neglected. Thus, the sruH, like a mother, says from 
compasskm ; because the object to be known can be 
revised only by very «ttbtle intelligence. Why is it 
stated ' by ^bUe intellect ' ? The edge of a razor is 
pointed, t.^., made ^arp and impassable, i.e., passable 
with difficulty j as that cannot be walked over by the 
feet, similarly hard to attain, the intelligent say, is the 
road of the knowledge of tnlth. The meaning is that 
because the object to be known is verj'- subtle, they 
say the road- of knowledge leading to that is not easily 
attainalyle. 

Which is soundless, touchless, formless, undecaying, 
so tasteless, eternal and scentless, beginning-less, end- 
less, beyond the Mahat and constant, knowing that, 
nian escapes from the mouth of Death. 
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Com, — How the object to be known is very subtle is 
explained. This earth produced by sound, touch, form^ 
taste and scent, and the object of all the senses, is gross ; 
so is the body. Here, by the elimination one by one, 
of these gunds, i.e., attributes from earth and the rest 
difference in respect of subtlety, greatness, purity aud 
durability, has been found in the element, from water 
upwards to the okas. Therefore, the sruti shows that 
little need be said of the unsurpassable subtlety etc., 
of that in which smell and the rest up to sound inclu- 
sive, mere modifications being gross, do not exist ; 
which is soundless, touchless, formless, undecaying, so^ 
tasteless, eternal and scentless. Brahman thus explain- 
ed is undecaying, for what has sound etc., decays. 

But this having no sound etc., does not decay or 
suffer diminution ; therefore also, it is eternal ; for what 
decays is ephemeral ; but this does not decay. There- 
fore it is eternal; and being eternal, it is beginning-less ; 
i.e., has no cause; what has a beginning, that being an 
effect, is not eternal and is absorbed into its cause as 
earth etc. But this being the cause of all is not an 
effect and not being an effect, it is eternal. It has no 
cause into which it could be absorbed; similarly endless, 
i.e., that which has no end or anything to be done 
by it. As the ephemeral nature of plantains etc., is 
seen, by the fact of their yielding fruit and other 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WITH SRI SANKARA'S COMMENTARY. 61 

results ; not even thus, is it seen that Brahman^ has an 
end ; therefore also eternal. Beyond the mahat, dis- 
tinct in nature from the principle known as mahat 
called intelligence, for it is the witness of all, eternal 
knowledge being its nature an^ Brahman, being the 
dtman of all things. For it has been already said 
* This dtman concealed in all living beings etc.* Conr 
stant, i.e., changeless and eternal. Its eternal nature is 
not relative like that of the earth etc. Having realised 
Brahman thus described as the dtman, one releases the 
dtman from the mouth of Death, i.e., from what is inci- 
dental to Death, i.e., from ignorance, desire and Karma, 

^^m\ ^ "^ ^^ m^ ^^^ II U II 

Hearing and repeating the old Nachiketa's story 
told by Death, the intelligent man attains glory in the 
world of Brahman. 

Com, — The sruti for extolling the knowledge treated of 
says : Nachiketam] obtained by Nachiketas. Mrityu- 
proMam'] told by Death. The story] contained in the 
three vallis. Old] of ancient date, being narrated in the 
Vedas. Repeating] to Brdhmins. Hearing] from pre- 
ceptors ; world of Brahman"] world which is Brahman ; 
attains glory] having become the dtman, is fit to be 
worshipped. 
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Whoever with zeal, causes to be recited before aa 
assembly of Brahmins or at the time of Sr&ddhaoi 
the anoestors, this highest secret, that secures immor- 
lality, that secures immortality. 

Com, — Whoever causes this text, this highest secret 
to be recited verftatim and with meaning, in an assem*- 
hly of Brahmins, being himself clean, or causes it to be 
recited at the time of Srdddha to those who ai-e I4iere 
fed, that SrdddJui is abl0 ^ secure for him endless fruits. 
The repetitioa is for concluding the chapter. 



Here ends the first section and third part. 
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PART IV. 



The self-existent created the senses out-going; 
therefore one sees outside and not the atman within. 
Some intelligent man, with his senses turned away, 
(from their object), desirous of immortality, sees the 
dtTnan within. 

Gont. — It was stated that this atman concealed in 
all living beings does not shine but is seen by the sub* 
tie intellect. What is the obstacle to the subtle intel- 
lect seeing the atman, in the absence of which the 
atman can be seen ? This valli is begun for the purpose 
of showing why it is not seen ; for it is only when the 
cause of the obstacle to the attainment of good is 
known, that it is possible to attempt to remove it and 
not otherwise. Pardnchi] which go out ; hhdni] the 
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senses ; the ear and the rest are indicated illustratively 
by this word lihan. These senses go outward to en- 
lighten their objects, such as sound etc., as they are of 
this nature ; Paramesvara has damned them. Who is 
that ? The self-existent, the lord of all, because he alone 
is always independent and never dependent on others. 
Therefore, theperceiver sees the external objects which 
are not the dtman, such as sound etc., and not the ai- 
man within. Though this is the nature of the world, 
some discerning man, like turning back the current of 
a river, sees the dtmanwithin (pratyagdtman), the dtman 
which is pmtyak ; it is to denote the pratyaJe (the inner 
spirit) that the word cUmaniB technically used in the 
world and not to denote any other; and even accord- 
ing to its etymology, it is that alone which the word 
diman denotes ; for, according to the smriti which de- 
clares the derivative meaning of the word dtrnan, what 
pervades, what absorbs, what enjoys objects here and 
what makes the continuous existence of this universe, 
is therefore, called the dtman. The word * aikshaf mean- 
ing *saw', here means *sees' ; for the tense is not strictly 
observed in the Vedas. How he sees is explained* 
With his eyes turned] with all his senses, the eye, the ear 
and the rest diverted from all objects. Thus prepared, 
he sees pratyagdtman ; for it is not possible for the same 
man to be intent on external objects and go to see 
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the pratyagdtman. Why again the intelligent man with 
snch great efforts and by restraining his senses froni 
their natural activity sees the pratyagdtman, is ex- 
plained. Being desirous to secure immortality, i.e., 
eternal existence for his atman. 

The ignorant pursue external objects of desire ; 
they get into the meshes of wide-spread death; but the 
intelligent, knowing sure immortality, do not covet the 
uncertain things here. 

Com. — The natural tendency to see external objects 
which are not atman is the cause of the obstacle, i, e., 
ignorance, to the realisation of the atman. Being 
opposed to it, the desire of enjoyments pertaining to 
this world and to the next, external to self and held up 
by ignorance, is another obstacle. The realisation of the 
atman being impeded by ignorance and desire, men with 
little intelligence pursue only external objects of 
desire. By that cause, they get into the meshes of 
wide-spread, i.e., omnipresent death, i.e., the combina^ 
tion of ignorance, desire and Icarma. Meshes] that 
which binds, consisting in the possession and depriva- 
tion of the body, the senses etc. The meaning is that 
they fall into a continuous stream of manifold misery, 
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auch as birth, death, old age, sickness etc This betag 
so, the intelligent, knowing the certain immortality of 
XK>noentration in the jpratyagdtma/n (the immorl^ality of 
the Dev&s and the rest is uncertain ; but this consisting 
in concentration in the pratycbgaJman is certain, beoan«e 
it does not increacie or suffer diminution hy Jcanm); 
i,e,, knowing this constant and unshakable immortal- 
ity, the knowers of Brahman do not covet «ny, among 
the ephemeral objects here, t.6., in mms^a ftiU of 
misery, because these objects are opposed to the reali- 
sation of the praiyagdiman. The drift is that they 
rise above the desires of sons, wealth and worlds. 

^?#r f^sitHi/^ ^fm qWlnsq^ i ^^sf^ II \ II 

By which alone, one knows form, taste, smell, 
sounds, touch and the pleasures of the sexes ; what 
remains here unknown to that. This verily is that. 

Cowi.— How is that to be known, other than the 
knowledge of which Brahmins do not crave anything* 
This is explained. By which, Le„ the dtman who3e 
nature is intelligence; all the world clearly knows form, 
Wte, smell, sounds, touches and the pleasureable sensa- 
tions due to the commingling of the sexes. It 
may here be objected that the experience of the world 
is not in the form * I know by the dtman distinct from 
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the body ate.'; but that all the world thinks in the fomi 
* I, the co9ibination of the body etc., know*. Not so; 
even the combination of the body etc., not being dis* 
tinguishable in its nature from sounds and the rest 
and being in the nature of a knovmble, it is not reason- 
able to attribute the nature of hwwer to it ; for if the 
combination of the body etc., being no other than form 
^ta^ could perceive other forms etc., even external 
forms etc., may perceive their own and other forms ; 
but this is not so. Therefore the world perceives the 
attributes of the body, such as forms and the rest, only 
by the atman which is distinct from the body etc., and 
which is intelligence itself, just as it is thought * that 
by which the metal burns is fire' ; what remains in 
this world, not knowable by the atman ? Nothing so 
remains. Everything is certainly knowable by the 
atman. That dtman, by which nothing remains un- 
knowable, is omniscient. This verily is that. The 
meaning is that, that which was asked for by Nachi- 
ketas, about which doubts were entertained even by 
the Devas, which is distinct from virtue etc., which is 
the highest place of Vishnu and beyond which there 
is nothing has been understood. 
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By which one sees both what is in the midst of 
dreams and what is in the midst of waking ; knowing 
the great and the all-pervading dtman — the intelligent 
man does not grieve. 

Com. — Thinking that it is not easy to know, because 
it is very subtle, the sruH conveys the same meaning 
again and again. What is in the midst of dreams] 
all that is knowable in dreams ; similarly, what is iti 
the midst of waking] all that is knowable during 
waking consciousness ; the dtman by which the world 
knows both what is knowable in dreams and what id 
knowable during waking ; all the rest, as previously 
explained; knowing that great and all-pervading 
dtman, i.e., realising him as his own dtman, in the form 
* I am paramdtman\ the intelligent man does not grieve. 

^TFT ^^^msq^ ^ ^ RvxjJim^ I i^cl|?m; II ^ II 
Who knows this dtman, honey-eater, soul, near at 
hand, and lord of all that was and may be, will not 
seek to protect himself after that. This verily is that. 
Com. — Again, he who knows this honey-eater, t.e., 
the enjoyer of the fruits of Karma, the soul, i.e., the 
supporter of Prdna and the whole lot of them, the d^ 
ma7i; near at hand, i.e., as one and the same with the 
lord of the past and the future, will not after attaining 
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that knowledge, desire to protect his dtman, having 
attained fearlessness ; for it is only as long as he, being 
in the midst of fear, thinks himself to be non-eternal, 
so long only will he desire to protect his aiman. But 
when he knows the dtman to be one without a second 
and eternal, then who would wish to save, what and 
from whom ? This verily is that] as before explained. 

^ 51^ %g^ % ^^^M^^d I ^Jsf^m^ II ^ II 

Who sees him sealed within fine elements, — him who 

was bom of Tapas (Brahman) who was born before the 

waters and who having entered the cavity of the heart 

is therein seated. This verily is that. 

Com. — This shows that he who was pointed as the 
pratyagdtman and Isvara is the atman of "all. Yah] 
some seeker after emancipation. Piirvam] first. Tapa- 
saha'] from the Brahman defined as. knowledge etc. 
Jdtam'} created or produced, the first born of Brahman 
i.e., Hiranyagarhha. * Born before whom ' is explained. 
Adbhyaha pdrvam'] before the five elements, including 
water ; not before water alone ; ajdyata'] was bom. 
This first bom who having created the bodies of the 
Devds etc., entered the dkds of the heart of every living 
thing and is there seated, perceiving sounds etc.' 
BhUtdbhih means BhiUhih or elements in the nature of 
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ctttwe and efibd. Who sees him seated with them : 
who sees thus. See this alone, Le,, Brahman the sab-- 
ject of our present discussion. 

Who is born Along with pram manifested as »H -D^ 
"^3, the eater, seated^ bavilag entered the heart, who 
was born with the elements. This verily is that. 

Com, — tkvdtd may{] in the forni of all the DevAtas. 
Pranena'] as Hiranyagarbha ; is born] h*om the highest 
Brahman ; aelMt] so called, because she eats as it were 
sounds etc. ; her] who as before entered the heart and 
is there seated, the text describes her. Who was born 
along^with EhUtas or living creatures. 

f^ ^ ^ 4 I^A ^I^4hi^Q ^j ^ <8 l : I '^^tl^IrlLM^II 
The fire lodged in the aranie, as the feetus is well 
borne by the pregnant woman fit to be worshipped 
every day by watchful oflforers and other men. This 
verily is that. 

0(w». — 'Again, the sacrificial fire lodged in the upper 
araTd tod the lower arani, the eater of all offerings and 
the fire within the body ; which are Well maintained 
hy the riiviks and yogins respectively, as the foetus is 
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well mitintaiiied in the world by pregnant women, by 
n^efttis of food, drink etc., not condemned. Moreover, 
fit to be worshipped, i.e., eulogised and adored every 
day by fliose who follow Tcarma and by those who 
follow yoga in sacrificefl and at heart ;jdgrivadhhik, who 
areby nattnre on the alert, i,e,, watchful. Havuhmad^ 
hhdh, by those having oflfbrings such as ghee etc., and 
by those having contemplation and meditation. This 
verily is tbat^— that Brahman now treated of. 

il ^\^ ^MdlW^ ^I$l1^ ^^8R I *<dldcl^ II ^ II 
Wfaetice also the sun rises and where he sets, on 
that, all the B^v&s depend. None certainly passes be* 
yond that. This verily is that. 

0(wft. — Moreover, that ;prd7ia from which the sun rises 
and that where alone the sun every day sets, tiiAtprdfia, 
i.^., the Adkidaiva and Adhydtma aspect of Aiman as the 
godB and speech etc., as the senses enter into, while they 
last) as spokes in a wheel. Even he is certainly BraU* 
man. That is this Brahman^ the aiman of all. None cei^ 
tainly passes beyond thab] none ceasing to be of the na- 
ture of that becomes other than that. This verily is that. 

^^^^ ?RC3^ ^Kj^r ?i5f^ I 
f^t^^cgum^ ^ ^ ^n^ q^ IH© II 
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What indeed is here, is thei:^ ; what there, that here 
again ; from Death to Peath he goes ; who here.fiaea as 
if different. 

Com. — This is said in order that the doubt may not 
arise in anybody ; that what exists in all from the 
Brahma down to the immovable and appears, being 
subject ta particular conditions, as something other 
than Brahman and subject to samsd/ra, he is different 
from the highest Brahman. What indeed is here sub- 
ject to conditions of causes and effects and' appears 
to the ignorant as possessing the attributes of samsara^ 
he is indeed the BraAma^t there centred within the body, 
iii his natures dense with eternal knowledge and devoid 
of the attributes of all sdmsdra ; again, what there is 
centred with self is itself here subject to conditions of 
name, fbrm, cause and effect and is no other. This be- 
ing so, he who here deluded by ignorance, which con- 
sists in Seeing difference by the nature of the conditions 
sees in the Brahman which is one, a variety, thinking 
thus * I aim other than the highest Brahman and the 
highest Brahman is other than I ', goes from death to 
death, i.e., is again born and dies ; so, one should not 
see thus. The drift of the text is that one should see 
thus. * I am indeed the Brahman, the one unalloyed 
intelligence, all-pervading, filling all space like the 
dkds\ 
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^:^ ^ n^sfct ^ 55 5n^ ^^ HUH 

By mind alone could this be obtained, there is no 
difference here at all. He goes from death to death 
who sees as if there were difference here. 

Com, — Before attaining the knowledge of the one- 
ness, by the miud purified by the sdstrds and by the 
preceptor, this unalloyed essence of the Brahman should 
be attained in the form * There is the Brahman alone, 
nothing else exists.' When attained, ignorance, the 
cause of the perception of difference being removed, 
there is not even the slightest difference here, i.e., in 
the Brahman. But he who does not give up looking, 
with the eyes dark from ignorance and sees as if there 
were difierence, certainly goes from death to death, 
even by superposing the slightest difference. 

The Purusha ot the size of a thumb, resides in the 
middle of the body. Lord of the past and the future ; one 
does not wish to protect himself afterw^ards, i.e., after 
knowing Him. 

Com. — This again explains the Brahman treated of ; 
of the size of the thumb] the lotus of the heart is of the 

9 
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aize of the thumb ;. being conditioned by the mind 
filling the cavity of the heart; it is of the size of . the 
thumb like the alxosa filling the inter-space of a bam- 
boo of the size of the thumb. Parw^Aa] because all is 
pei-vaded by him. In the middle iu the atman] in the 
middle of the body. Knowing him who resides there 
as the dtman, the Lord of the past and the future. 
Na tato etc.j as previously explained. 

The Purvsha who is of the size of the thumb is like 
a flame devoid of smoke and Lord of the past and the 
future. He alone is now and He certainly to-morrow* 
This verily is that. 

Com. — The Purusha of the size of the thumb, like 
flame without smoke Adhumaka must be neuter for it 
qualifies the word 'jyotis.* Who is so perceived in 
the heart by iiocjiiis, Lord of the past and the fature, He 
is eternal and constant ; He exists in all living beings 
now and He will certainly exist to-morrow. The mean* 
ing is that none other like him will come into being. 
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As water rained on an impassable height is disper* 
sed over hills, so one seeing the objects as diffei-ent, 
runs after them only. 

Com, — By this, the theory of some, that man lives 
fiot after death, though it does not logically arise, was 
refuted by the sndi as also the position of momen- 
tary existence. This text again states that the pei^ 
oeption of difference in Brahman is an error. As water 
rahied on an impassable high place becomes dispersed 
over various lower levels and is lost, so on^ seeing the 
selves (Dharindn) as distinct in every body runs after 
them only, responsive to the variety in the bodies. The 
meaning is that he again and again is enclosed in 
various bodies. 

^^ ^^livriHd ^Ticin w(f^ ^^ in ^ II 

As water pure poured into pure becomes the same 
only, so the dlman of the thinker who knows thus, be- 
•comes ; Oh Gautama. 

Com. — But how becomes the ahnan of a thinker, who 
has acquired knowledge, whose perception of difference 
•due to conditions has been destroyed, and who knows 
the cdman pure, dense with knowledge, unalloyed, and 
one without a second is explained. As water pure 
poured into pure becomes of the same quality, not 
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otherwise, the atman also of the thinker becomes the 
same^ Oh Gautama% Therefore, leaving the perception 
of difference induced by bad logic and the erroneous 
notion of nowhere-after, the perception of the one-ness 
of the aiman, inculcated by the Vedas, a better well- 
wisher than thousands of mothers and fathers should 
be anxiously respected by those whose pride has been 
quelled* 



Here ends the fourth valli. 
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^Hgpi ^ w^fr^ ^tm^ ^tw^ I '^^it^ i| \ \\ 

The city of the unborn, whose knowledge is perma- 
nent, has eleven gates ; thinking on him, one does not 
grieve and being freed, becomes free. This verily is 
4jhat, 

Com, — As Brahman is not easily knowable, this is 
commenced for the purpose of ascertaining the entity of 
the Brahnan, again by another method. City] being 
like a city, this body is called a city, because we find in 
it the appendages of a city such as jgate-keepers, their 
controllers etc ; a city with all its appendages has been 
found to exist, for an owner independent of it and not 
mixed up with it ; similarly, from its resemblance to a 
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citj', the body, a bundle of mtoy appendages, must 
exist for an owner occupying the place of a king and 
not mixed up with it ; and this city named body has 
eleven gates ; seven in the head, and three lower dowTi 
including the navel and one at the top of the head; 
whose this is, i.e., of the unborn] of the diman not sub- 
ject to modifications such as birth etc., occupying the 
place of the king and dissimilar in its properties to the 
citj' ; avcdrachetasah : whose chetah, i,e,, knowledge is 
not crooked and eternall}'' existent like the splendour 
of the sun and uniform, i.e., of the Brahman occupying 
the place of the king ; contemplating on that Pm^mes-- 
vara, highest Lord, the owner of the city ; for, the Jarord 
anuslithanam here means the contemplation of him 
leading to sound knowledge or idealization of him ; con- 
templating on him, as living equally in all things, one 
does not grieve, being freed from all desire ; feai'lessnesfr 
being attained by knowing him, there being no occasion 
for grief, whence could he fear? Even here, he becomes 
freed from the ties of desire and harma induced by ig- 
norance and being thus freed, he becomes free, t.e., 
does not enter a body again. 

As mover, he dwells in heaven ; as parvader, id 
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kiter-^pace ; as fire, in the altar ; ag guest, in a house ; 
h» dwells in man, dwells in betters, dwells in truth 
and dwells in the dhdtf. He is all that is bom in water, 
all that is bom of earth, all that is bom of sacrificefip 
'and all that is bom of mountain ; true and great. 

Com, — And he the* alman does not live in the city 
of one body alone ; but he lives in all cities. How ? 
kamsah one who moves; shuchishati dwelling' in 
heaven, as the sun. Vasuh, one who animates all ; 
dwells in the inter-space, as wind ; /loto] fire, ac- 
cording to the sruti * fire indeed is hota ' ; Vedishai] 
dwelling in Vedi or earth, according to the srutis 
* this Vedi is the supreme nature of earth ' etc. Ati- 
thih] somak, Ihf/roiwsal'] dwelling in Dvraiia, Le^ 
vessel ; or a Bf&limin dwelling in the house (Durona) 
as a guest (attthih) ; nrishat] dwelling in men. Varasaf] 
dwelling in betters, i.e., the Devds. RHasat dwelling 
in rita, i.e., truth or sacrifice ; Vyomasat'] dwelling in 
Vyoma^ i.e., dkdsa, AhjdK] those born in water, in the 
form of conch, mother of pearl, whale etc ; gcja/i] 
those born of the earth in the from of com, grain etc.; 
ritajdh, those bom in the form of appendages to 
sacrifice ; adrijaJi] those born of mountains in the 
form of rivers etc ; though the dlman of all, he is ritam, 
i.e., of unchanging nature. Brihaf] great, being the 
cause of all ; even when the sun alone as described 
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by the mantra, even then, from the fact that the sun 
is accepted as diman in his nature, there is no conflict 
in this commentary. The meaning of the mantra is. 
that the dtman of the universe is only one and all-peiv 
vading and there is no difierence in the dhnan. » 

^^ ^FFWRft^ f^^ ^ ^qra% II \ \\ 

He leads the prdn^ upwards and casts the ap&m^ 
downwards ; the dwarf seated in the middle, all Devm 
worship. 

Com, — In realising the existence of the dtman an 
evidence is offered. Upwards] from the heart, Prdna^ 
the wind, whose function is connected with breath. 
Unnayati] leads upwards. Similarly casts the ix^pdnOf 
downward^* The word yah (who) should be supplied 
to complete the sentence. Him seated in the middle* 
i.e., in the dicds of the lotus of the heart, with the light 
of knowledge clearly shining in the intellect and worthy 
of worship, all the Bevds, i,e,, the senses, the eye^ 
and the rest propitiate, by bringing in the perceptions of 
form etc., as the subjects please the king, by offering^j. 
i,e,y they are uninterruptedly active on his account. 
The drift of the text is that there is another on whopei 
behalf and by whom is directed all the activity of tb6 
^nids and the sen^s, , ; . , i 
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<^lfl^"-^HHW ^m ^N^r^ I '^Tclf?!^ II » I) 
When this dtman seated on the body escapes from 
the body what here I'emains ? This verily is that. 

Cam. — Again, of this dtman in the body, visramsor' 
mdiiasya] escaping. Behinali] embodied. The mean-> 
ing of the word visramsaiia is explained by the expres- 
sion dehdi vimtichyamd)Ki8ya (being free from the body); 
what here remains? nothing of the whole lot o{ prdna 
eto., remains. Here] in the body ; the dtman on whose 
leaving, the body, all this lot of effects and causes be- 
"Comes in an instant enervated, destroyed and defunct, 
-as in the case of the inhabitants of a city, when the lord 
of the city is driven out of it, has been established to be 
«ome other than all this. 

Not hy prdna, not by apatm, does any mortal live ; but 
it is by some other on which these two depend that men 

live. 

Com. — The theory may be urged * that the body be* 
comes destroyed only by the exit of prdna, apdna etc., 
and not by the exit of the dbnan distinct from these ; 
for, man lives only by prdna and the rest '. This is not 
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80 ; not by prdna, not by apdiidy nor by the eyes ctc.^ 
does a mortal having a body live. These acting jointly 
for the benefit of soiiie other cannot be the source oF 
Kfe. The existence of houses etc., composite in their 
nature, has not been seen in the world to be undirected 
by some bther not connected with them, for whose benefit 
they exist; so also, it should be in the case of the com- 
bination ofprdmt and the rest. Therefore it is by some- 
other alone dissimilar to the combination of jf^ana and 
the rest, all these combined maintain their life. On 
1^'hich dtman, dissimilar to those combined, the reallj'^ 
existent and the highest, these two prd}ia and 
apdna combined with the eyes and .the rest depend 
and for the benefit of whom (not so combined) ^m^wa^ 
apdim and the rest perform their functions in combina- 
tion, he is established to be other than they. 

^PTF ^ W!^ HP? 3TPRT ;Prai% ifRTO || ^ |( 
To thee, Oh Gautama, I will explain the secret 
ancient Brahman and also how after death, the diman 
becomes. 

Com, — I will now explain to thee again this secret 
ancient Brahman by whose knowledge cessation of all 
samidra results and not knowing which, how after 
death the diman travels in sami^ra. Listen, Oh Gautama. 
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WrjW^S^^#?T Wl*^ 'WT^ II ^ II 
Someytrew (dehinah) go into wombs to be embodied ;^ 
others pass into the immoveable, according to their 
Tcai^ma and to their knowledge. 

Com, — Into womb, combined with semen virile. 
Some ignorant fools go to take a body. The meaning- 
is that the jivas having a body enter the womb. Others 
yet inferior after death, become immoveable such as 
trees and the rest ; * according to their harmcC means 
according to Icm'ma performed by them, i.e., by the 
form of larma performed by them, in this birth. 
Similarly also, * according to their knowledge', i.e.,, 
ftccording to the nature of knowledge acquired by them. 
The meaning is that they take a body corresponding 
to them; for, another sruti says ' they are bom accord- 
ing to their knowledge.' 

^ ^ g&5 ^iTFTi^ ^m ^ 3# i^mw: \ 
«R*iJ*i: ^f: ^ ^ ^r^ ^«PT I ^jjum^i^ ii<rii 

This PuTusha who wakes when all sleep, creating 
what was desired is certainly * the pure,' that is Brah^ 
man and that is said to be immortal. All worlds are- 
&8tened on that ; none passes beyond that. This v€>rily 
is that. * 
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Com. — What was pledged in *I will e:splain the secret 
Brahman ' is now explained. This Purusha who wakes, 
i,e,y does not sleep, when all, L eJ, when prdna and the 
rest are asleep, creating by ignorance whatever was 
desired, i.e., objects of perception, such as woman and 
the rest, is certainh^^ pure ; and that is the Brahman^ 
There is no other secret Brahman, It is thatalone which 
is said to be immmoi-tal, i,e., death-less in all the 
^hdstrds. Moreover the worlds, earth and the rest, all de- 
pend on the Brahman, that being the cause of all worlds. 
None passeth beyond that etc, as already explained. 

As fire, though one, having entered the world, takes 

a separate form in respect of every form, so does the 
internal dtman of all living things assume a form for 
ever}'^ form and is outside all forms. 

Com, — As the knowledge of the one-ness of the dtman^ 
though supported by authority and often re-iterated, is 
not firmly grasped by the intellect of perverse-headed 

Brahmins, whose mind is shaken by the intellect (argu- 
ments) of many logicians, the sruti, being anxious to 
inculcate it, says again and again ; as fire, though one, 
bright by nature, having entered the world (Bhtivanam 
meaning world, because all fefearanti, i.e., are bom there) 
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in respect of everything to be burnt assumes separate 
shapes ; so, being one only, the internal dtman of all, 
having entered all bodies such as fire in logs etc., being 
extremely subtle, assumes forms responsive and is also 
without them all, like the okas, in his own unmodified 
nature. 

'^j^j^cwr ^^ w<ic*« ^ ^ Jif^^Qi ^« \\\o\\ 

As wind, though one, having entered the world, 
assumes forms responsive to eveiy form, so the internal 
dtman of all living things, though one, assumes forms 
responsive to every form and is outside them all. 

Com. — So, another illustration (is offered by) 'as wind 
though one etc' The analogy is complete, as he enters 
all bodies as jprd?ia and takes forms corresponding to 
every form. 

^^^Rrwr ^'i^TRracw 5r fe^ ^1^:%^ ^^: www 

As the sun, the eye of all the world, is not taintedl 
with the stains in external objects seen by the eyes,. 
80, the one internal dtman of all living things is not 
tainted wnth the world's grief, being external to it. 

Cam. — Seeing that if one be the dtman of all, he may 
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be regarded as subject to the grief of samsdra, this is 
«aid. As the sun benefitting the eye by its rays - and 
manifesting even unclean things such as urine, oi'dure 
•etc., though being the eye of al^ the world: seeing them 
is not tainted with sins and other blemishes due to seeing 
unclean things etc, and by stains caused by physical 
contact with unclean objects, so the one internal 
-dtman is not tainted with the misery of the world, be- 
ing outside that ; for the world by ignorance supei^ 
posed on the dtmmi, suffers miserj'' arising from desire 
^nd Icanna, But that is not really in the dtman, just as, 
the serpent, silver, water and dirt superposed on the 
rope, mother-of-pearl,barren spot and the sky respective- 
ly do not really exist as blemishes in the rope etc. ; from 
the superposition, by false notion, they are- perceived as 
blemishes in the true objects connected (by the notion); 
the true objects are not tainted by such blemishes be- 
cause the}' are external to the false notiojt so supei^ 
posed. Thus the world having superposed on the 
-dtmmit the false notion of deed, agency and fruits like 
the notion of the serpent (on the rope) suffers the misery 
of biith death etc, due to that. But the dtman, though 
the dtmdn of all the world, is not tainted by the misery 
6f the world arising from the superpiosition of a false 
notion. Why ? being external. Because he i^ Kk^the 
JTope 6tc, external to the false notion superposed on him. 
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Sole, controlleu, .the iuternal aiman. pf all. living 
things who makes his own form diverse to the intelli^ 
gent wtiq rea.li8e him as sealed in the self, eternal bliss 
is theirs, not others'. 

Com, — Moreover he, the lord of all, all-pervading, in^ 
-dependent, is one (there is none other equal to him or 
greater than he) ; vasi] under whose control all the 
imiverse is ; because he is the internal dtman of all ; 
fo^he makes himself though one, of the nature of 
unalloyed pure knowledge, diverse by the differences of 
impure conditions of natpe, form etc., by his mere 
•existence, having unthinkable powers. dtrndsthcmi] 
•clearly perceived in the form of knowledge, in the 
conditioned intellect, in the dkasa of the heart, within 
the body ; for, the body is not the supporter of the 
•dt^an^he being formless as the dldsa. He is like the 
facet. reflected in the mirror. To those(^ disarming per* 
soils, who perceive this loid, this d^nan^ all their 
•e:^t;ernal activities being checked in accordance with 
the teaching of the preceptor and the dgamds and 
realise him directly, to those who have become lords of 
«11, belongs the eteranal bliss, i.e., delight in self and 
not -ttf the. uiidisceming others whose intelligence is 
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engrossed by external objects, though the bliss ia their 
own dtman, which in the case of the latter is concealed 
by ignorance. 

Eternal among the ephemeral, conscious among the 
conscious, who, being one, dispenses desired objects to 
many, the intelligent who see him seated in their 
selves, to them, eternal peace, not to others. 

Cwn. — Again deathless among mortal things, con- 
scious among the conscious, such as Brahma and other 
living beings. As the power of buming in water and 
the rest, which are not fire in themselves, is due to fire, 
80, the intelligence of others is due to the intelli- 
gence of the atman; again, he, omniscient and 
lord over all, dispenses to those having desire, Le,,. 
to those in samsdra, according to their respective* 
I'm^ma, the fruits o{ karma and desired objects, accord- 
ing to his grace, himself one, to many, without effort. 
To such intelligent men as see him seated in their 
selves, eternal peace accrues, not to others, i.e., to those- 
who do not see so. 
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They tliink of* that as this — the indescribable highest 
bh'ss. How shall I know that, whethei* that which shines 
18 seen clearly or not. 

Com, — That bliss -of the kiiowledge of the dtman 
which is indescribable, highest and which, though 
be} ond the speech and mind of men, under the swa}^ of 
Prahith they, tjie Bralimins freed from all desue, de-r 
scribe as this, ie., as something directly perceived; how : 
i.e„ by what process shall I A^o^r that bliss : Le., realise 
it as this perceivable by my intelligence as the samja^ 
81)18 freed froni desire, do ? Is that, which is luminous of 
itself an object clearly perceivable by our intelligence 
or not ? . _ 

The sun does not shine there ; nor do the moon and 
the stars, nor these lightnings shine. How could this 
fire ? Him shining, all shine after. All this shines by 
his light. 

Com. — Tlie repl}' here is that itshines and is perceiv- 
ed as shining. The sun, though the enlightener of all, 
does not shine in the Brahman, being his dtman, i.e., 
the sun does not illumine the Brahman. Similarl}'^, the 
moon and the stars do not ; nor do these lightnings illu- 
mine. How could^this fire, perceivable by us ? Why say 

10 
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much ? All these, the sun and the rest who shine, shhie 
only after him, the lord of all ; as water, fire-brand etc., 
from their contact with fire, burn after the burning fire 
and not by their own inherent virtue. It is by his 
light only, that all this, the sun and the rest shine. 
This being so, that Brahman alone shines and shines 
variously. From the various kinds of light possessed 
by its effects, the self luminosity of the Brahman.js in- 
ferred. It is not possible for one to impart to another 
luminosity, which one does not possess, because pots etc., 
are found incapable of illumining other objects and the 
sun and the rest, luminous in their nature, are found 
capable of that. 



Here ends the fifth vallL 
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PART VI. 



?1^ 5T#f ^T?:^ n^^l^djH^^ I 

Root up and branches down is this ancient asvatktlia 
tree, that (its source) is pure. That is Brahman and 
that alone is called immortal. On that, do all worlds 
depend and none passes beyond that. This verily is 
that. 

Com. — As in the world, the ascertainment of the 
root of a tree is made by ascertaining the nature of 
the tula (panicle of the flower), this sixth valli is 
begun with the object of ascertaining the nature of 
the Brahman, the source (of the samsdra tree,) by 
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ascertaining the nature of the effect, the tree oisamsara. 
Eoot up] having its root up, i.e., 'That highest place 
of Vislmu' is its root, this tree oi samsara, extending 
from tlie avijakta to the immoveable, has its root up, i.e., 
in Brahman. It is vrilslia ^tree), so called, because 
it is felled ; this tree consisting in manifold miseries 
of birth, decay, death and grief etc., changing its 
nature every moment, like jugglery, waters of the 
mirage, a city formed by the clouds in the sky etc. ; 
because like these perceived only to vanish ultimate- 
ly, non-existent like a tree, sapless like the stem 
of the plantain tree, the subject of several doubt- 
ful alternatives hi the intellects of many hundreds of 
sceptics, not ascertained to be what it really is by 
seekers after truth, receiving its sap from its source, 
"i.e., the highest Brahman ascertained by Vedavta. 
growing from the seed of ignorance, desire, katniia and 
avyaldam, having for its sprout hiranyagarhha — the 
combination of the power of knowledge and activity 
of the lower JBraA?nayi, having for its sJcandha (trunk), the 
various subtle bodies of all living things, possessed of 
the pride of stature from the sprinkling of the waters 
of desire, having for its tender buds the objects of 
intelligence and the senses, having for its leaves the 
^uiis the smritis, logic, learning and instruction, 
filled with the Itvely flowers of sacrifice, gift, penance 
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and many other deeds, having various tastes such as 
the experience of joy and sormw, having endless fmits 
on which living beings subsist, with its rootc* well 
grown, i,e., (tendencies of the mind) entwined and fasten- 
ed firm by the sprinkling of the waters of desire for the 
fruits, with the nests built by birds, i.e., all living be- 
ings from Brahma downwards in the seven worlds 
beginning with that called saif/a, i^verberating with 
the tumultuous noise arising from dancing, singing, 
instrumental music, joking, clapping on the shoulders, 
laughing, pulling, crying, exclaiming * leave me ', 
* leave me' etc., induced b}'^ mirth and grief, produced 
by the happiness and misery of living beings and 
felled by the unresisted sword of the realisation of the 
Paramatman proved by the Vedanta, this tree of 
Samsdra, always shaking by its nature to the wind 
of desire and Larma, like asi-atJitha tree, having its 
branches, t.e., heaven, hell, the world of beasts andp*43- 
ids etc., downwards, existing from time immemorial, 
because having no beginning. That which is the root 
of this tree of Samsdra is indeed pure, bright, i.e., res- 
plendent, the intelligence of d'maii ; that indeed is 
Brahman, being greater than all ; that indeed is de- 
scribed as inimortal in nature, being true ; any other 
than that is a mere matter of speech, modification, name 
and falsehood and therefore subject to death. On 



Digitized 



by Google 



94 THE KATHOPANISHAD. 

that, i.e., on the Brahman absolutely true, do all the 
worlds, false like the city of clouds in the sky, waters 
of the mirage and jugglery (mdya) and perceived as non- 
existent by the knowledge of the absolute truth, 
depend during their birth, stay and absorption. None,. 
i.e., no modification passes beyond that, i.e.. Brahman, 
as the thing made such as pot etc., does not pass be- 
yond the mud etc. This verily is that. 

^^ ^^g^cT ^ ^S^i^dlW ^T^ II \ II 

All this universe evolved (from iwana) moves while 
p7*dna is ; a mighty terror, the thunderbolt uplifted ; 
those who know this become immortal. 

Goon. — If it be said that Brahman, the source of the 
world, by knowledge of which men are said to become 
immortal, does not exist and that all this has come out 
of nothing, it is not sound ; all this universe, the high- 
est Brahman existing, moves ; and having come out of 
that alone, acts regularl3^ This Brahman, the cause of 
the origin etc., of the universe is mahatbhaya, i.e., 
great and terrible. It is like the thunderbolt uplift- 
ed ; as, at the sight of the master with the thunder- 
bolt raised in his hand, the servants regularly keep his 
commands, so this world, with its lords and with the 
sun, moon, planets, constellation and stars etc., regular- 



Digitized 



by Google 



\ 



WITH SRI SANKARA's COMMENTARY. 95 

ly and without a moment's respite obeys the law. This 
is the drift. Those who know this, this highest Brah- 
man, the witness of all the modifications of one's mind, 
become immortal. 

From fear of him, fire burns ; from fear, the sun 
shines ; from fear, Indra and Wind ; and Death, the 
fifth, speeds. 

Com, — How the world lives from fear of him, is ex- 
plained. The fire burns from fear of him, the lord of 
all ; the sun shines from fear ; from fear, Indra and 
Wind ; and Death, the fifth, runs ; for, if Brahman 
did not exist as controller of the competent protectors 
of the world, like one with the thunderbolt uplifted in 
his hand, their well-regulated activity, as that of the 
servants trembling from fear of the master, would not 
be possible. 

If here he is able to know before the falling of the 

body, then in the worlds of created things, he becomes 
embodied. 

Com, — If he is able to know and knows even during 



Digitized 



by Google 



96 THE KATHOPANISHAD. 

life, this irahnan, tlie cause of fear, before the falling 
of the body, then he becomes freed from the bond of 
Samsdra, If he is not able to know, then, i.e., from want 
of that knowledge, he becomes able to take, i.e.. Tie takes 
a body in earth and other worlds, where those who are 
fit to be created, are created. Therefore, before the 
falling of the body, attempt should be made to realise 
the dtman; for, thejmlisation of the dtman eVen here 
^ ? will be clearly /horriby as that of a face reflected in a 

mirror ; not in^^jtiier worlds except the Brahmaloht ; 
and that is hard to reach. 

^41^ mi^ ^T^ ^ ?i^ fir^^ I 

II ^ II 

As in a mirror, so within one's self ; as in dreams, 
so in the world of the monies ; as is indistinctly seen in 
water, so in the world of the Gandbarvas ; as of light 
and shade, so in the world of Brahma. 

Com. — How is explained. As one in the world sees 
his own image reflected in a mirror very distinctly, so 
the realisation of the dtman in one's intelligence, when 
spotless like a mirror, becomes clear. As in dreams, 
the perception is indistinct and produced, i.e., (obscured) 
by the reminiscences of the waking state, so indistinct 
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is the realisation of the dtma^i in the world of th^ 
Tmmes, being engrossed in the enjoyment of the fruits of 
l\'4xrma. As the image of one's self reflected in water is 
seen indistinctly, with the various parts not defined, so 
is the realisation of the dtman in the world of the 
Gamlharvas certainly indistinct. Thus, it is inferred 
from the authority of the shdstrds, even in other worlds. 
It is onl}' in one, tha Brahmalokn,, that it is very distinct, 
-as that of light and shadow and that (Brahmalola) is 
hard to attain requiring as means, a combination of very 
special karma and knowledge, i.e., (worship). The drift 
therefore is that one should attempt to realize the 
Atman even while here (in this world). 

^wq^w^THi w^ ^fm ^^F% II ^ II 

The intelligent man knowing that the senses se- 
parately produced are distinct (from the dtmaii) and. 
4vlso their rising and setting, does not grieve. 

Com. — How is he to be known and what avails it to 
know him are explained. Of the senses, such as the 
ear etc., separately originating from their causes, the 
■dJidsa etc., for perceiving their respective objects, know- 
ing their distinctness, i.e., dissimilaritj^ of their nature 
to the nature of the dtmaoi extremely pure, untainted, and 
all intelligence ; and also the rising and setting, i.e., the 
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creation and absorption of the senses, to depend on the 
waking and sleeping states and that the atman has- 
neither beginning nor end, the intelligent man does not 
grieve. The eternally identical nature of th« atman 
never changing, there can be no cause of grief. So. 
also another sruti says * The knower of the dtman 
crosses grief. ' 

Beyond the senses is the mind; higher than the 
mind is the intellect ; above the intellect is the great 
dtman ; higher than the mahat is AvyaTctam, 

Com. — As the senses have been stated to be distinct 
from the dtman, he cannot be externally perceived ; 
because he is the internal principle of all. How it is 
so, is explained. Beyond the senses, is the mind 
etc. As arthds (rudiments) here are of the same- 
class with the senses, they are included in the word 
Lidriya. The rest as previously explained. The word 
satva here denotes * intellect.' 

A w^ 5^ ^5p^?^ =^ JF^ II <r II 

Beyond the AvyaUam is Furusha, all-pervading and 
devoid of linga (indicative mark), whom knowing the 
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mortal is freed and attains immoi'tality. 

Com. — Beyond the Avyahtdm is Purusha all-pervad- 
ing, being the cause of all dkdsa etc., which is all 
pervading. Devoid of linga'] that by which any- 
thing is reached (known) is linga such as intellect etc. 
That does not exist in him ; so he is devoid of Imc/a. 
The meaning in effect is devoid of all the attributes of 
sciAisdra. Him knowing, both from the preceptor and 
the shdstrds, the mortal, even during life, is freed from 
the knots of the heart, such as ignorance etc., and even 
when the body falls, attains immortality. This clause 
is connected with the previous one thus. He is the 
Purusha beyond the Avyaldam etc. 

f^ ^^ JH^n^^^PT ^44<^dl<:^ fl^r^cT II ^ II 
His form stands not within the fold of vision. 
None sees him with the e3'e. By the intellect con- 
trolling the mind, and by constant meditation is he 
revealed. Who know that become immortal. 

Gam. — How he devoid of lingds could be seen is 
explained ; not within the ken of the eye, stands the 
form of this internal dtinan. Therefore with the eye, Le., 
with all the senses — , the eye being here illustratively 
used — none sees the dtman now treated of. How can 
one, then, see him is explained. Hridd'] by the 
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intellect within the heart. Manisha] ruling as the con- 
troller of the mind characterized by volition, i.e,, free 
from modifications. Manasa] by well seeing in the 
form of meditation. AhhiJdiptah'] realised, i.e., illumi- 
nated. * The dtman can be known ' should be supplied 
to complete the sentence. Who know this Brahman^ 
dtman — become immortal. 

|l%^ ^ f^%5fcr m^: wit ^Tl%^ II \o II 
When the five sources of knowledge are at rest 
along with the mind, and the intellect is inactive, that, 
state they call the highest. 

Com, — As a means to the intellect becoming the con- 
troller of the mind, yoga is now explained. When di- 
verted from their objects, the five gndnas (the senses 
such as the ear etc., being intended for acquirmg 
knowledge here denoted bj- the word gncDuim) are 
centred in the dtman with tlie mind (which the senses 
go w^ith) weaned away from volition etc., and the intel- 
lect characterised bx^ determination is not active, i.e., 
is not engrossed by its own activity, that state they 
call the highest. 

^SWrTlcRJ vr^frf ^firfl % r^vr^^ || H II 



Digitized 



by Google 



^^ 



WITH SRI SANKARA'S COMMENTARY. 101 

Thafc firm control of the senses, they regard as yor/a. 
Then one becomes watchful; for, yoga is acquired and lost. 

Com, — This state, they regard as yoga (connexion) 
which is really vij/oga (disconnection) ; for, the alti- 
tude of the ifogin is characteri>«ed b}' a severance of all 
bonds of misery ; for, in this condition the dtman is 
centered in his own glor}', devoid of all superposition 
of ignorance. Firm] unshaken ; control of the senses] 
control of the internal and external organs of sense. 
AirraiiuiWth^ free from excitement or hasty action, i.e., 
always endeavouring towards concentration. Then] 
when he has commetwed yoga (this is suggested by ne- 
cessary implication) ; for, there is no possibility of in- 
cautious action in the absence of the activity of intellect 
etc. Therefore vigilance is e)ijouied only before the ces- 
sation of the activity of intellect etc. Or, it may be that 
the srttti merely declares that there is unimpeded vigi- 
lance, onl}' when the control over the senses is firm ; it 
is therefore said that one, then, becomes vigilant. Why 
is vigilance enjoined ? Because, yocfa has the attributes 
of being acquired and being lost. The drift therefore 
is that to avoid the risk of losing it, vigilance should be 
adhered to. 
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Not by speech, not by mind, not by the eye, can he 
be attained ; except in his case who says * He is,' how- 
can that be known ? 

Com, — If the Brahman could be perceived by the 
operation of the intellect etc, it can be specifically 
apprehended as this or that. When the intellect etc., 
cease to act, Brahman which is not cognized, in the 
-absence of the cause of cognition, does certainly not 
exist ; for, it is only when anything is perceived by 
the instruments of cognition, it is reputed in the world 
to exist ; and the contrary is said to be non-existing ; 
and therefore yoga is useless ; or, the Brahman not 
being known should be known as non-existing. If 
it is thus urged, it is thus replied * true, not by 
speech, not by mind, not by the eye, not by the 
other senses, could he be known ; still, though devoid 
of any attributes, being known as the origin of the 
universe, he certainly exists ; for, that into which effects 
are absorbed must certainly exist ; for, here also, this 
effect traced back in the ascending series of subtlety 
leads only to the conviction of something as existent 
(in the last resort). The intellect, even in the ultimate 
analysis of all the objects of perception, is still preg- 
nant with a belief in the existence of something ; for, 
the intellect is our authority in the comprehending of 
the real nature of existence and non-existence. If the 
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universe had no existing cause, then the eflfect (the 
world) being inseparably connected with non-existence 
would be apprehended as non-existing, But this is ' 

not so ; it is perceived,, as existing only as pot etc., ^'^ 
made of earth is perceivexi in combination with earth. 
Therefore, the cause of the world, the aiman, must be 
known as existing. Wherefore ? In any other than 
him who believes in existence, follows the drift of the 
arjamas and is possessed of faith, i. e., in one who 
argues that there is no dtman, the source of the uni- 
verse, and that all this effect not connected with any 
cause is absorbed into non-existence and who thus 
sees perversely, how can that Brahman be truly 
known ? The meaning is it cannot at all be known. 

^t^c'^^lM^*^^ ?m>TI^: il^% II \\ II 

He should be known to exist and also as he 
really is. Of these two, to him who knows him to 
exist, his real nature becomes revealed. 

Cow.— Therefore, having abandoned the theory 
of those who argue for non-existence, the atynari 
should be known as existing, as productive of -^'^^'^ 
effects and conditioned by intelligence. But when "^^ ' 
the dtman is devoid of that and subject to no 
modification (an effect has no existence independent of 
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the cause ; as the sruti sa^^s * a modification is a 
mere matter of speech and name ; that it is mnd is 
atone true', then, is tlie true nature of the oAman 
unconditioned, devoid of indicative marks, and incapa- 
ble of being thought of, as existent or non-existent. 
In that nature also, ^\h% atman should be known ' 
follows. Of these two] of the conditioned and the 
linoonditioned, r.^, known as existent and its true 
nature ; the genitive cnse has the force of Nirdharana, 
Le,y detei-mining ; of the dtinan previously knbwn as 
merely existent] of the dtman known by tlie belief 
in its existence produced by its limitations, i. e., its 
perceived effects. Afterwards, the real nature of the 
dtman subject to no condition, different from both the 
known and the unkAown, ,i\e„ the manifested universe 
and the pralriti one \\dthout a second, an^d indicated 
by the ^nctis * not this, not that, etc.,' *not gross, not 
subtle, not short ', * in the invisible, bodiless, support- 
less etc.,' faces him who had previously realise:! it ay 
existent. 

When all desires clinging to the heart of one fall 
off, then the mortal becomes immortal and here 
attains Brahman. 
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Com, — When of the person thus seeing the truth, 
all desires, which were dining to the intellect of 
the knower befoi^ he attained the knowledge, fall 
off frotii want of anything else to be desired 
(for intellect and not the atman is the seat of desires, 
and also from another imti which says desire, voli- 
tion, etc.), then the mortal (he was so before he 
attained the knowledge), subsequently to the acquisition 
of knowledge, becomes immortal, death consisting in 
ignorance, desire and karma being destroyed, and 
becomes Brahman even here (there being no necessity 
of going, death resulting in a going having been 
de8tro3^ed) like fire extinguished, all bondage being 
destroyed. 

^?^ ^S^# ^^idN^W^II'HHH. II ^ ^ II 
When here all the knots of the heart are sundered, 
then the mortal becomes immortal. Thus much, the 
instruction. 

Com. — When again the up-rooting of all desires 
takes place is explained. When all the ties of 
the heart of one, while yet alive, i.e., all the modifi- 
cations of the intellect due to ignorance which are in 
the nature of fast-bound knots are destroyed ; when 
the ties of the heart, i.e., suckas the beliefs ' I am this 
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"body/ ' this is my wealth/ ' I am happy w- miserable/ 
etc., are destroyed by the rise of the contrary belief in 
the identity of the Brahman and the dtman, in the 
form ' I am certainly Brahman, not subject to Sam-- 
mra^ the desires which originate in those ties are 
destroyed to their very root ; then the mortal be- 
comes immortal. Thus much alone — the doubt that 
there is more should not be raised — is the instruction. 
* Of all the Veddntds ' should be supplied to complete 
the sentence. 

A hundred and one are the nerves of the heart. 
Of them, one has gone out piercing the head ; going up 
through it, one attains immortality ; others at the 
time of death lead different ways. 

Com. — rit hjis been stated that there .i& no 
going ; for, the knower who has attained the knowledge 
that the dtman is the all-pervading Brahman devoid 
of all attributes and who has untied all the knots due to 
ignorance Ac, and who has become Brahman even 
while alive; because, says the sraii ' he Skttain^ Brahman 
here ' and also saj's another srutij * his pra.ids do 
not go out.' 'l^eiiig Brahman, he SittSkins Brahmart;^ 
but, for those who attain Brahmaloka by the know- 
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ledge of the lower Brahman and by other kinds of 
woi'ship and for those of an opposite kind who whirl 
in samsara, this special way is pointed out, with a 
view to eulogise the fruits of the knowledge of the 
higher Brahman now treated of; moreover, the 
knowledge of ar/ni has been made the subject of a 
question and a reph^ and this mantra is begun also for 
the purpose of stating the process by which the fruit 
of that knowledge is attained. Here, nerves, one 
linndred in number, and one other named sttshumm 
branch out from the heart of man. Among them, 
the one named atishiunna has gone out piercing 
the head.. \t the moment of death, one should control 
the dtman in the heart and make it join that nerve, 
ojddi ; going up by that nerve, one goes through the 
orb of the sun and attains relative immortality ; 
according to the smrlti, permanency till the absorp- 
tion ot the elements is spoken of as immortality ; or, 
he attains absolute immortality along with Brahma^ in 
due course of time, having enjoyed incomparable 
pleasures in the Brahmaloka. At the time of death, 
the other nerves travel diverse ways, i.e., they 
becoriie the cause of one, being born again in sam- 
sdra alone. 



Digitized 



by Google 



108 THE KATHOPANISHAD. 

The Pm^sha of the size of a thumb, the intenial 
dtnuan, is always seated in the heart of all living: 
creatures ; one should draw him out from one's own 
body boldly, as stalk from gi^ass ; one should know 
him as pure and immortal ; one should know him a^ 
pure and immortal. > .f* r 

Com, — Now the sndi says this for the purpose of con- 
cluding the drift of all the vallis. The Furuaha of the 
size of a thumb, the internal citmaHf as previously 
explained, is seated in the heart of all men, 0?ie should 
draw him out, i.e., separate him from one's own body ; 

* like what ' is explained. As the stalk within the gi-ass, 
from the grass boldly with self-composure. Hiui, so 
drawn out from the bodj^, one should know as Brahman 
previously described, pure, immortal and mere 
intelligence. The repetition and the use of the particle 

* Hi ' are to show that the Upanishad ends here. 

Nachiketas then having acquired this knowledge 
imparted by Death and also all the instruction about 
yogay attained Brahman, having become free from taint 
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^nd death ; so does another also, who thus knows the 
nature of the dtmciK f , 

Com, — This conclusion of the story intended to 
•eulogise knowledge is now stated. Nachiketas having 
obtained from Death bj^ the granting of boons, the 
knowledge of the Brahman imparted as above-said and 
^Iso all the instruction about yoga with its fruits, 
attained Brahman, i.e., became immortal. How? Being 
Already freed from vice and virtue and from desire and 
ignorance. Not merely'' Nachiketas alone but even 
another who like Nachiketas, knows the Hmiaii and 
realizes its true nature unconditioned and within all, 
^nd not its form which is not within all. Who knows 
the nature of the utman, as thus stated, such knower 
also ; * being untainted becomes death-less, by attain- 
ing Brahman' should be supplied to complete the sen- 
tence. 

^^ ^ii^^(m^ m Mmk II K II 

Let him protect us both, let us exert together; may 
what we stud}'^ be well studied, may we not hate. 

. Com, — This sdnti (expiatory prayer) is stated here 
for the purpose of removing all faults incurred by the 
disciple and the preceptor, in the course of receiving 
and imparting knowledge respectively, and caused by 
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dereliction of rules due to oversight or excitement. 
Let him protect us both by illumining the nature of 
knowledge. Who? He alone, the Lord erf all, revealed 
by theUpanishads. Again, let him protect us both by 
revealing the fruits of such knowledge. Let us together 
acquire the strength produced by knowledge. More- 
over, may what is studied by us, who are bright, be 
well studied ! Or may what is studied, i.e., acquired 
by study, by us, be very potent ! Maj'' we, disciple and 
preceptor, never hate each other, owing to blame 
incurred bj'' us, by improper recital or instruction due 
to oversight! The repetition three times of * Peace,'' 
' as Peace ! Peace ! ! Peace ! ! ! ' is for averting all evil. 
The word Om is to show that the Upanishad ends here. 

^ 5nP?T: ^[Tl^: ?rr^: 

Om Peace ! Peace ! ! Peace ! ! !. 



Here ends the Kathopanishad. 
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Sri Sankara's Introduction. 

OM TAT SAT. 
ADORATION TO THE BRAHMAN. 

f^l^WMI^?recl5|f*t: I sqttil \^ ^RCR: || 

Oni, Oh Gods, may we, with our ears, hear what is 
auspicious ; Oh ye ! fit to be worshipped, may we, with 
our eyes, see what is auspicious ; may we enjoy the 
life allotted to us by the gods, offering our praise with 
our bodies strong of limb. 

^ fn^: fnRi: fn^: II 
Om peace, peace, peace, 

^ 5m: qWciR I tf^: ^ II 
OM ADORATION TO THE PARAMATMAN. 

^^B^«JT*g^PHt wi^ %f^: ^^^ *lcMWHt^ t^ 
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Sukesa, son of Bhitradvfija, and Satyak&raa, son of 
Sibi, and G&rgya, a son of the son of the sun, and 
Kausalya, son of Asvala, and Bhirgava of Vidarbha, 
and Kabandhi, son of Katya, — all these intent on 
Brahman and centred in Brahman, seeking the high- 
est Brahman, approached the revered PippaJdda, samit 
(sacrificial fael) in hand, thinking that he would 
explain all to them. 

Com.-^Om, adoration to the Paramafrnian, This 
BrdhmanaiB begun for the purpose of explaining at 
length the drift that has been expressed by the mantras. 
The story of the sage questioning and the sage reply- 
ing is for the purpose of eulogising knowledge. Thus 
it praises knowledge, by saying that it should be 
acquired by men who have been observing Brahmacharya 
and residing in the house of the preceptor for a yes^r, 
and who have performed tapas, and that it should be 
imparted by preceptors but little short of omniscient, 
like Pippildia etc., an4 not by anybody whosoever; 
and by the indication of such means as Brahmachetrya 
their observance is directed ; Sukesa by name and son 
of Bh&radv4ja; Saibyah, son of Sibi; Satyakima by name; 
Saury &yani] the son of S&rya (sun) is Sourya and his son 
is Saury4yan£. This form (with a long vowel ending) 
is vedic license; G&rgya, one born of the family of 
Gdrga ; Kausalya by name* Asvalltyana, the son of 
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Asvala ; Bh&rgava, one born of the family of Brign ; 
strictly the gotrdpaiyam o( Brigu {vide P4nini) ; Vaidar^ 
hhi, bom in Vidarbha ; Kabandhi by name. K&ty4yana, 
«on of Katya ; his great-grand father being alive, the 
suffix denoting uva pratyai/am is used (vide P4nini^. 
All these intent on Brahman, i.e., believing in the 
Apcira Brahman as supreme and devoted to its practice 
seeking after the highest Brahmfin, i.e,, wishing to 
attempt, as they could, to attain that eternal knowable, 
approached the worshipful preceptor Pippilida, with 
loads of samit in their hands, for the purpose of know- 
ing that, thinking that he would explain all to them. 

^^m ^ II ^ II 

That seer said to them ; as yet, live another year 
in twpas^ Brrxhrnacharya and faith; then ask us questions 
as you please and if we know, we shall indeed explain 
all to you. 

Com, — The seer said to them, who had thus approached 
him, though you have already performed iapas, by 
controlling 3'our senses, still again, live another year 
here, especially careful about Brahmacharya and faith 
and well intent on serving your preceptor ; then, as 
you please, i.e., without restraining your desire, ask 
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questions, every one of you, oh subjects on which you 
may wish to know. If we know what is asked about 
(the word *if is intended to show that the preceptor wa& 
not conceited, not that there was any doubt as to hi& 
knowledge, as is apparent from his answering the 
questions), we shall explain to you all you ask about. 

Then Kabandhi, having approached K&ty4yana asked i 
worthy master, whence are these creatures born ? 

Com. — Then, i.e., after a year, ' Kabandhi having^ 
approached K4ty4yana asked * Oh, worthy master, 
whence do these creatures, Brahmins and the r^st, arise?'^ 
This question is intended to elicit what results are 
attained and what path is gone through, by combining- 
Aparavidya and Icarma, 

^^sq^ ifcTll 8 II 

To him he said : * The lord of creatures, wishing 
for creatures, thought ; and having thought out his 
thought created a pair — food and eater — thinking they 
would produce creatures for him variously.' 

Com, — To him who thus interrogated, he replied for 
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solving the doubt. Wishing to create creatures out of 
himself, the lord of creatures, the dtman of all, thinking 
to create the universe, acting according to the word 
filled with the thought, being Hiranyagarhha born 
at the beginning of this Kalpci and being the lord of 
all created beings and things immoveable and move- 
able, revolved in his mind the knowledge acquired in 
the previous birth, the drift of which is revealed by the 
srutis. Having thus brooded over the knowledge, im-^ 
parted by the srutis produced a pair, a^ouple — neces- 
sary for creation,-- the mo on, i.e., fo ody and ^j> ra^^a , fire^ 
(sun). I.e., the eater. , Thinking that agni (sun) and the 
moon, i.e., (the eater and the food) respectively would 
create diverse creatures, he created the sun and the 
moon, in the order beginning with aTida (globe). 

^ ?IWMIri<«l ^: II \ II 

The sun is life indeed and the moon, the food ; all 
this having form and formless is food ; so form is 
certainly food. 

Com. — Here the sun is p'dna, the eater, the fire; the 
moon is the food, the moon is indeed food. This pair, 
the eater and the food really one, different aspects of 
the lord of creatures. The distinction is really one of 
secondary and primary. How? All this, gross and subtle, 
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is indeed in one aspect food, both having foiin and 
formless, the eater and the food. Therefore when a 
dinner is made, Le., what has form and what has not ; 
(the former) is food being eaten by what is formless. 

-^^^ ?!^pr% I mi^^\\ w^^N\ ^^<0"^ ^?^ ^T^ 

II t II 

Now the sun rising enters the east. By that, he 
bathes, in his rays, all prdna in the east. When he 
lights up the south, the west, the north, the ?iad*>% the 
zenith, the inter-space and all, by that, he bathes in his 
ra3'^*s, all j^rdna. 

Com. — Similarly, though- formless the pramiy f.a„ the 
eater is all, and food also is prdna ; hovy ? Now the sun 
rising, i.e., becoming perceivable by the eyes of living 
beings, lights up the east with his light ; by thus per- 
vading all with his light makes all the lives in the east 
one with his own self, all living beings being pervaded 
by his all-pervading rays of light ; similarly also, when 
he lights the south, the west, the north, the rtodir, tho= 
zenith, the inter-space, the cardinal points and those 
between them, he bathes all lives in all those directions 
in his all-pervading light. 
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d^dt^l^^Th^ II vs II 

This is he, the totality of all living beings, assuming 
every form, life and fire, (who) rises (every day). This 
is told by the Rik. 

Com. — This is he, the eater, life, the aiman of all,, 
assuming all forms, beiiJg the dtman of the universe* 
pra)ia mid fire. This is the eater, who rises everv 
day making all cardinal points his own. This, now 
explained, has also been told by the mmitra also. 

Having all forms, shining, omniscient, the highest 
stA3% sole-light, heat-giver, having a thousand rays, 
existing in a hundred forms, life of all creation, this 
sun rises. 

Com. — Fisyarf^^am, having all forms; Harirutmy shin- 
ing ; jdtaoedasam, omniscient ; the highest stay] to 
whom all lives cling ; sole-light] the eye, as it were of 
all living beings, having no second. Taj^uiiam, giving 
heat. This sun, their own dtman, the knowers of Brah- 
man, the seei's have known. Who is it that they have 
known ? Having a thousand rays, having many rays ; 
existing in a hundred forms, i.e., existing in many forms^ 
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in different living beings. This sun, the life of all 
creation, rise?. 

The year is the lord of the creation ; of it, two 
paths the southern and the nortliern. Those who follow 
tlie path oi'J^'i^na alone, by the performance of sacrificial 
and pious acts, win only the world of tlie moon ; they 
certainly return again ; therefore, these sages desirous 
of offspring take the southern route. This is the food 
reached by the way of the manes. 

Com. — How the pair — the moon, having form, the 
food and the jjrdmi, the form-less, the eater, the sun, 
could create all creatures is explained. This pair alone 
is time, the year is the lord of creatures, because the 
year is accomplished by the pair which together are 
the lord of creatures ; the yeai^^beiiig a combination of 
tit/its, days and nights accomplished by the moon and 
the sun, is said to be of the nature of the pair, food and 
^ater being no other than they. How is that ? Of the 
year, the lord of creatures, are two paths the southern 
And the northern. These are the two well-known paths, 
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•each extending over six months, by Avhich the sun goes 

50uth and north, distributing worlds among those 

who perform Icarma alone and those who combine 

hai*mci with worship. The second iadu, i.e., the tadu in 

* tadu}>d8ate ' is an adverbial adjunct. Tliose among the 

Brahmins and the rest who follow only what is done, 

as Ishtam (sacrifices) and pvrkim (pious acts) and not 

what is not made, i.e., nothing eternal, attain the world 

of the moon, i.e., the world of food, a portion of the 

loi'd of creatures, who is both food and eatei*, the worlds 

of the moon being in the nature of one made, i.e., not 

•eternal. They, after consumption tliere of what has been 

done, return, i.e., enter this world or something worse, 

as is said. As these devotees, i.e., the house-holders, 

the seers of heaven, desirous of offspring achieve as the 

fi-uit by the sacrificial and pious acts, the moon, i.e., 

the lord of creatures in the form of food ; therefore 

they attain what was performed by them, i.e.. the food, 

i.e., the moon to which the southern route leads. This 

is the food, the moon, to which the route of the manes 

leads. 

Now, by the northern route, by tapaa, Brahmacharya, 
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faith and knowledge seeking after the dtman, they 
gain the sun. This is the staj^ of all lives, this is 
immortal, this is fearless, the highest goal ; the}* do 
not return from thence. This is the obstacle. About 
that, is this (following) verse. 

O&nii, — ^By the northern route, tliey reach the sun, a 
pAti of the loi-d of creation, the prdna, the eater. By 
what ? by tapas^ i.e., by control over the senses, more 
particularly by Brahmacharija, by faith and by know- 
ledge regarding the self of the lord of creation, i.e., 
worship of Prajdpati ; seeking after the self, i.e., the 
jprana, the sun, 
the sun in the 

sun. This is certainly the common abode of all lives, 
their support this is immortal, i.e., indestructible and 
therefore fearless, not full of fear of increase or diminu- 
tion like the moon. This is the highest goal of those 
who resort to mere worship and of those who combine 
karma and worship. Thej' do not return from hence, 
as followers of mere karma do. Hence, this is the 
obstacle of the ignorant ; for, the ignorant obstructed 
by the sun do not attain the year, i.e., the sun, i.e., the 
prdna. He, the year, in the nature of time, is an obsta- 
cle to the ignorant. About that, is the following verse. 



'ajapaii ; seeKing atter tne sen, i.e., tne 

n, the stay of the universe, i.e., realizing i! 

form ' I am he,' they gain, i.e., reach the 
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Having five feet, the father of all, having twelve 
forms, they say he is seated in a place higher than 
Dj/vloka, full of water, lliese others say that the world 
is lodged in him, all knowing, ever movijig with seven 
wheels and six spokes. 

Com. — Having five feet] the five seasons are, as it 
were, the feet of the sun which is no other than the year. 
With these seasons as * feet,' the year moves. This 
analogy makes but one of the hemanta and the sisira 
seasons. Father] he is called father because he is the 
creater of all. Having twelve forms] the twelve months 
are the forms, i.e., limbs or component parts of the year. 
In a place higher than Byuloka (sky), i.e., in the 
third heaven. PimshiTiam, full of water. Tliey say] 
those who know Time sa3^ The same, some others who 
know time saj% is omniscient ; and that the world is- 
fixed to the wheel of Time, ever on the move, in the 
form of seven horses and having six seasons. They say 
that all the universe is fixed there as spokes, in a wheeL 
Whether having five feet and twelve limbs or whether 
possessed of seven wheels and six spokes, in anj^ view,, 
the year, of the nature of Time, the lord of creation, in 
the form of the sun and the moon, is the cause of the 
universe. 

12 
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^^^: ?T1 %i fl^rfRR I^Rf^ II \\ II 

The month is the lord of creation ; its dark half is 
indeed .the food ; the light half, the prdna (eater). 
Therefore, the seers perform sacrifices in the light half; 
the others, in the other, i.e., dark half. 

Com. — The lord of creation, i.e., the year, in which this 
universe inheres, ends in its component part, the month. 
The month indeed, tlie lord of creation above described, is 
also in tlie natnre of a pair ; of the lord of creation, i.e., 
the month, one. portion, i.e., the dark half, is food, i.e., 
the moon. The otlier part, i.e., the light half, is the sun, 
the eater, the fire. Because, tliey see everything as 
^n^ana, mai-ked by the light half; therefore, these seers 
who see the prmia, though performing sacrifices in the 
dark half, perforin them, o\\\y in the light halt, as they 
do not see the dark half, as distinct from jmna (the 
light half). But others see not the irrana and onl}^ see 
the unseeing dark half. Those others perform sacri- 
fices, onl}^ in the dark half, though they do them in 
the light half. 

q^ MH-^Pd I % f^^ im ^^^ ^=^^ ?f^I5[r^ 

^i ^5^^ II \\ II 
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Tlie flay and iiioht is indeed the lord of creation. 
Of that, the day is the praaa and the night i:ideed is 
the food. Those who combine with Rati (sexual inter- 
course) by day, spill p'dna. That the}^ combine with 
Rati b}'' night is Brahincaharj/am indeed. 

Com. — And that lord of creation, i.e., themontli, cul- 
minates in his component parts, the day and niglit, as be- 
fore explained. Of him, the day is indeed j^mna; the eater, 
the fire ; the night indeed is food, as before explained. 
Those spill their prdna, i.e., the day, that is, waste it by 
separating it from the selves. Wlio ? Those ignorant 
men, who by day have carnal intercourse with woman, 
who is the cause of sexual pleasures. This being so, the 
prohibition that it should not be done is a rule laid 
down by the way. If they have intercourse b}^ night, 
in season, that is Brahmacharya'in indeed. That being 
praiseworthy, the mandate that one should approach his 
wnfe during rita, in season, is also, by the way, enjoin- 
ed. What is relevant here is this, i.e., the lord of crea- 
tion in the form of day and night becomes such as corn, 
grain etc. 

Food indeed is the lord of creation ; from that indeed 
is the semen virile ; from that are all these crea.tnres 
produced. 
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G(ifm. — Tlius modified in this order, food is the lord 
of creation. How ? From that is semen virile, the seed 
in man, the cause of creation. From that, sprinkled in 
woman, these creatures, such as men etc., are produced. 
What was asked for, from whence are creatures pro- 
duced, has thus been determined, i.e., that these crea- 
tures are produced by couples, beginning with the sun 
and the moon and ending with the day and the night, 
through food, blood and semen virile. 

Thus, those who follow the vow of the lord of crea- 
tion produce couples. To them alone, is this Brahma- 
loka, in whom tapas, Wahmacharyam. and truth abide. 

Com, — Thus, this bemg so. Of those house-holders 
{Vai and Ha are two particles, remembrances of well- 
known things), who obey the vow of Prajdpati (lord of 
creation), i.e., who approach their wives in due season, 
their visible fruits (in this world) is this. What ? 
They produce a couple, i.e., son and daughter. The 
invisible fruits (pertaining to the future world) are also 
to them alone, performing sacrificial and pious acts and 
making gifts. This Brahmaloka, i. e., the world of the 
moon, to which CEeToute of the mmies leads, is to those 
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in whom tajyas, i.e., the vow ot a sndtaka etc., Brahmor- 
ehari/am, i.e., abstinence trom sexual intercourse except 
in season and truth, i.e., abstinence from falsehood abide 
always without any deviation. 

To them, is that Brahmaloka devoid of taint ; in 
them there is no deceit, falsehood or dissimulation. 

Com. — But to whom is that state of lower Brahmcut 
marked by the sun, reached by the northern route, 
iintainted, i.e., pure, not tainted like the Brahmaloka 
of the moon, subject to increase and diminution, is 
explained. They in whom fraud does not exist, as 
necessarily it does in house-holders, resulting in many 
^conflicting modes of conduct ; those for whom falsehood 
is not unavoidable, as it is in the case of house-holders 
•on account of pla}^, mirth, etc. ; similarly, those in whom 
there is no dissimulation as in house-holders. Dissimu- 
lation consists in disclosing one's self in one manner 
and acting otherwise. It is of the nature of duplicity 
in behaviour. To those men duly fitted, Le.y the 
Brahmachdrin. the hermit and the .mnjidsioi in \^^hnm 



from absence of cause, these faults such as duplicity, 
-etc., do not exist, is this untainted Brahmaloka, accord- 
ing to the means thej^ employ. Thus, this is the goal 
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of those who combine Imrona with knowledge (worship). 
The Brahmaloka previously explained aAd marked by 
the moon is for those who perform mere karma. 



-0- 



Thus ends the first Pras'iia,- 
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SECOND PRASNA. 



^^1^ Vttr %f^: qq^ i ^rm^^ic^'^: srt 

Next Bh&rgava of Vidarbha questioned him *0h 
Bhagavan ! How many Devas support the creature ? 
Which of them enlighten that ? Who again is of all of 
them, the greatest.' 

Cem, — It has been said that prdna is the^eater, the 
lord of creation. This question is begun for the pur- 
pose of determining how he is such lord and eater in 
this body. Next Bh&rgava of Vidarbha questioned 
him, Oh Bhagavan ! how many Dev&s (senses) mainty 
support the creature, i.e., the body ? Which, among 
the senses divided into intellectual and active, manifest 
their glory outside. Who again of these is the greatest, 
i.e., the most important of these which are in the 
nature of cause and effect. 
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f^rw^rmt ll x ii 

To him he said, ' This Deva is the dkasa, wind, firey 
water, earth, speech, mind, eye and ear. They revealing 
their glory say, * we hold together and support this 
body'." 

Com. — To him, who thus questioned, he replied : 
* This Deva is the dkasa, wind, fire, water, earth, i.e., 
these five great elements, Bhutds, the constituent 
elements of the bod}^ and speech, mind, eye, ear and the 
rest, i.e., the senses of acting and the senses of intellect ; 
these Devas of the nature of effects and instruments, 
manifesting their glory and competing for pre-eminence, 
say this body, this bundle of causes and effects, we 
hold together, as pillars do the vault from going to 
pieces and chiefly support. The thought of each is that 
the body — the bundle — is supported by it alone.' 

^TF^rf^: SIFT ^j^r^i w ^t^^l^^p^s^^^^^^^^^ 

Prdna, the greatest, said to them, * Do not cherish 
this foolish vanity. I alone, having divided myself five- 
fold, hold this body together and support it.' They 
did not believe. 
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Com, — Prana, pre-eminent, said to them who were 
thus vain, *do not from want of discernment cherish this 
vanity; for, I alone hold together and support this body, 
having divided myself into five distinct conditions such 
as iwilna etc J ; and when he said he supported it, they 
did not believe in him and thought how it could be 
thusi 

Ria*<H ^^ yiPiani ^ ^n^^^g:^ ^ ^ ifRrr: 
mw-^Pd II » II 

He from indignation seemed to ascend from tlie 
body, and when he ascended, all the others immediatel}*^ 
ascended too ; and when he was quiet the\^ were quiet 
too, just as bees fly up when their king flies up and 
settle down when he settles down, so, mind, speech, 
eye, ear and the rest being pleased, praise Prdiui, 

Com. — And he, Prdna, observing their want of faith, 
seemed to ascend from the bod}^ of himself from 
indignation. What followed when he seemied to ascend 
is made apparent by an illustration. Immediately 
-after he ascended, all the other jn-ana^, Le,, the eye 
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and the rest began ascending and when he, Prance 
became inactive, i,e,, did not ascends all became quiet, 
i.e., settled down ; just as in the world, the bees ascend 
after their king ascends and settle down when he- 
settles down. As in the illustration, so here. Speech, 
mind, the eye, ear, etc., leaving their disbelief and 
knowing the glory or greatness of Prdna grow 
delighted and praise Prdna. 

^^: «<^=5ii^ci =^ qci: II ^ II 

As fire, this burns ; this, sun ; this, cloud ; this, 
Indra ; this, wind ; this, earth ; moon, Deva and what 
has form, what is formless and wliat is immortal 
nectar. 

Com. — How ? This Frdna being fire, burns or flames ;. 
so this being sun, shines ; so this being cloud, rains. 
Again this being Indra, protects the creatures and 
destroys, Asurds a,uA Bdkshasds. This is wind in its 
different forms, dvaha, pracahd etc. Again this is 
T)ev&, earth (supporter of all) and moon (nourisher 
of all). This is all that has form and all that is form- 
less. This is also amnta which is the sta}^ of all Devas. 
In short, 

WJ ^ V^^T^ SIFT ^ yRlT^dH, I 

^ q^f^ mmfri w* ^ m ^ \\i II 
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As spokes in the nave of a wheel, so all is centred 
in Prdrui, Riks, Yajiir Vedas, Saniams, sacrifices, 
Kshatriyas and Brahmins. 

GaAi, — As spokes in the nave of a wheel, all from 
sraddhd (faith) down to name is centred in Prdim, while 
thej'^ endnre ; so also Rik, Yajur and Sama VedS.s, the 
three kinds of mantras, and what is accomplished by 
them, i.e., the sacrifice, the Kshatriyas, protectors of all 
and the Brahmins competent to perform sacrifices and 
other to-ma. Frdna is all this. 

As lord of creatures, you move in the womb and 
yourself are afterwards born. These creatures bring 
offerings, Oh, Frdna, to you who are sitting with the 
p'dtias. 

Com, — Again, being yourself the lord of creatures, 
you move in the womb and are born, being another 
embodiment of the father and the mother. That 3'ou 
are both father j»nd mother is already established by 
your being the lord of creatures. The meaning is you\\ 
Prdna, though one, are the diman of all, in the guise 1 i 
of the forms of all bodies and souls. For you, Oh 
Frdna, these creatures, men and the rest, bring offer- 
ings through the apertures of the eyes etc. As you 
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are within all bodies along with the Prands, i.e., the eyes 
and other senses, it is but proper they should bring 
you offerings. As you are the eater, all the rest is 
indeed food for j^ou. 

^^"li "^f^ wm^^j^f^(^^m^ II <r II 

You are the best carrier to the celestials, the first 
oblation to the manes. You are the true active 
principle of the senses (p'dnds) wliich form the sap of 
the body. 

Com. — Moreover, you are the best of tlie carriers of 
oblations to the Devas such as Indra. The food given 
to the manes in the Nandi srdidha is prior even to 
that offered to the chief of the Devas. You alone are 
the carrier of that to the immes. Besides, of the senses 
such as the eye&c, (prdmts) which are called atharmv, 
and in whose absence the limbs are dried up, you are 
the active principle aiding in the support etc., of the 
body. 

c^»RTft% W^ ^m ^^Jtf^ ^: II ^ II 

Oh Prdiia, 3'^ou are Indra, you are Rudra by valour ; 
you are the protector, you move in the sky and you 
are the Sun, the lord of all luminaries. 
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Com. — Again. Oli Prdna, jou are Indra, i.e., Fara^ 
mesvara (Lord of all). By valour, you are Rudra, 
destroyer of the world and you are the protector of the 
world, while it endures, by your mild aspect; you 
always move in the inter-space. By rising and setting, 
vou are indeed the sun, the lord of all orbs of light. 

When you rain, all round ; then, Oh Prdna, these, 
your creatures, sit delighted thinking there will be 
food at their desire. 

GoTii, — When you in the form of clouds, rain all 
round ; then, having obtained food, these creatures j)ut 
forth activity. Or, Oh, Prdna, thes{\ your creatures, 
being yourself and nourished by your food, become 
delighted with the mere sight of the rain you pour, 
thinking there will be food at their desire. 

^m^TW 5RIR: f^cTT c4 W^^ ^: II H II 

Oh Prdna, vou ai-o unpurified. you are the fire 
called Elarshi, eater, lord of all the existing universe ; 
we are the givers of oblations, Oh Mdtansvan ! you 
are our father. 

Cmn. — Again, being first born and there behig none 
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other to purify you, you are unpurified. The meaning 
is you, are, by nature itself, pure. Oh Prmia, you are the 
eater of all oblations being Ekarshi, i.e., fire well known 
among the followers of the Atharva Veda by the name 
of JEhtrshi. You alone are the lord of all the universe 

1 which exists. Or, the word ' scdpatih ' may be inter- 
preted as * good lord.' But we are the givers of 
oblatior.s to be eaten b}'^ you. You are, Oh, Main- 
risvan ! our father ; or, 3'ou are the father of Mat a ns van, 
i.e., wind. Therefore, it is establislied that you are the 
father of all the universe. 

What form of yours is lodged in speech, what in 
the ear, what in the eye, and what in the mind continu- 
ous, make that propitious air do not ascend from the 
body. 

Com. — In short, what form of yours, lodged in speech 
moves the mouth of the speaker, what in the ear, what 
in the eye, and what united with the mind acts as 
volition etc., make that passive, i.e., quiet. Do not 
make that unquiet, by ascending from the bod3\ 

^m^ ^jm^ ^« 5i§rt =? f^^ ^ ?^ in ^ II 
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All this is within the control of Frfhia, as also what 
is ill the third heaven. Protect us like a mother. 
<jive us affluence and knowledge. 

Com. — In short, everything of enjoyment in this 
world is under the control of Frdna : as also of all that 
which exists in the third heaven for the enjoyment of 
the Devas etc., Prdita alone is the lord or protector. 
Therefore protect, as a motlier does her sons. As all 
splendour pertaining to a Brahniinhood and Kshatriya 
are due to you, give us that affluence and knowledge 
originating in you. It has been thus determined that 
Prcina whose greatness or glory, as being all, has thus 
been disclosed by the eulogy of the j/i'duas ; such as| 
.speech and the rest is the lord of the creation, the' 
eater. 





Here ends the second Vrasnn, 
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THIRD PRASNA. 



%^FpFf^ ^ ^§rT^hi% ^f^^sqicHf^fcf II \ II 

Then Kausalya son of Asvala questioned him. 
' Bhagavan ! whence is this Prdna born ? How does 
he come into this bod}" ? How does he stay dividing 
himself? By what does he ascend from the body? 
How does he support all external and how all within 
the body ? ' 

Com, — Then, Kausalya son of Asvala questioned him. 
Though FrancCs glory has been thus realized by the 
jn'dyms, whih had ascertained its real nature, it may 
still be that it is an effed, being a combination (samhata), 
l^herefore, I ask, Oh Bhagavan ! whence, i.e., from what 
cause, Prdna, thus determined is produced and when 
produced, by what form of activity does he enter the 
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body ? The meahiilg is, whttt is the c^use of his tekJng 
a body alid trheii hg bfts entered the body, how does 
he, diriding himself, gjtay ? By what form of acbivity 
does be asoetid froni the body ? How does he stipport 
what is extertial to the body, i.e., adhi hhtitd dnd mHii 
daiva, ue,, the totality of eleriierits and powefs ; arid how^ 
what is within the body^ .r ■ .r. 

To him be replied, * j^on ask questions about tmit- 
aoending things. I will answer tbee, because yon are a 
great kno Wet of Brahmari.' 

Com. — Thus questioned, the preceptor, saidto him^ 
Pfcma himself, brfng diffieuk to knoWi is^iit ftw* infericate, 
questioning. You question about the orimn etc,^ 
even df hifti. Therefore,- yot ^sk questions at)6ut 
transcending things. As you are eminently, a knower 
of Brahman, 1 am delighted and shall tell you what you 
ask abont. Listen. 

*lHi*d^WW(w^^> H ^ II ' 

This Pr&na is born of tlie adman. As tli?s sliadow 
in' f.he man, so is this in the dtntan. Hy the act of the 
miiid, this cotues into this body. 
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Com. — This Pt^dna spoken of is born of the dtman, i.e., 
of the highest pirusha, undeeaying and true. As 
regards the how of it, the following illustration (is* 
offered). As in this world, when the figure of the 
man consisting of the head, hands, etc., is the cause, his 
shadow is produced as the effect ; so in this Brahman 
the true purusha, is this principle named Prdna 
analogous to the shadow c^d false in its nature 
recognised as the shadow in the body. It comes into 
this body by the act of the mind, i.e., through the 
hwina, arising from volition, wish etc., of the mind ; for, 
it will be said later on ' By virtue, virtuous world etc.' 
Another sruti also says, * Intent on that fruit he 
reaches it with his hm*md, 

^^^ UM ^d<KHI'J|l-ii'M4^'4^«l HI%^ II » II 

As the sovereign alone commands the officer?, 
(under him) * stay in these villages and those/ so thi^ 
Prdna posts other p^dnas separately (at their res- 
pective posts). 

Com. — Just as in the world, the sovereign alon^ 
posts officers under him to different villages; how? 
' Look to these villages a^d those.' So, as pointed out 
in the illustration, the chief Prdna commands other 
jrrdv-ns such as the eye etc., and his own different 
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manifestations to their i^espective posts. 

The apdiia stays in the two lower apertures. 
Prana stays in the eye, ear, speech and nose. In the 
middle is samdna, Jle distributes the food supplied 
equally ; so, these seven flames arise. 

G(y)n, — Of its division now ; the apdna, an aspect of 
the diief Prdtia, stays in the two lower apertures 
expelling urine and faeces etc., so in the eye and the ear 
and going out from the mouth and the nose, Prdiia, 
Occupying himself the place of the sovereign, stays. In 
the middle, i.e., between prdna and apdim, i.e., in the 
n^vel„ samdna (so called because he distributes food 
and drink samam i.e., equally). As this distributes 
equally, the food and drink thrown into the fire of the 
body, these seven flames go out from the fire in the 
stomach fed by food and drink, and reaching the region 
of the heart through the apertures in the head. The 
drift is that the objects of seeing, hearing etc., are 
enlightened through the jrnina. 

w% IK II 
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This dt'tnau is iu the hearty Here, tliere are a 
l^ttiidre^ and one' turves. Every one of the^Q hm 
A hmidre(l -branches.; i^^ain, every ow * Qf th^a^ biw 
seventy two thousand sub-branches. Iix thes.^, v^iic^ 
moves. 

Com, — In the heart, i,e., in the dkdea of the heart, 
enclosed within a lump of flesh of the form of a lotus, is 
this dtman, i.e., the subtle body connected ^vit^l the 
aiman. Here, i.e., in the heart, are the chief nerves, a 
hundred and one in number. Everj- one of these cliief 
nerves has a hundred branches. Every one of these 
branches has seventy two thousand sub-branches. In 
these nevves, moves vydna (so called because he is all^ 
pervading). Viimui stays pervading the whole body 
thiDUgh the nerves, going out from the heart everywhere 
within the body, as ray^ from the sun, especially in the 
joints, slioulders and vital part^. Growipg active in 
tlie interim between the ^tivities of the iwaua and the 
uj>diui, it is able to perform deeds requiring great 
strength. 

" Now by one nerve, tuJdna ascending, conducts to 
virtuous woi-lds by virtue, to sinful worlds by am aad 
to the world of men by virtue and sin combined. 
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. Com.r^By, owe' of these bundrei} and on^ |ierveis» i,e*, 
by tliat nerve named siishvmna wliich goe^, M^,i/ida^m 
moving in all portions, from the; foot to the . h^» 
poiidwcta one to virtnous worlds, suoh aa the abode of 
the Xhv^; by vu*tuous deeds ienjoinedby the Bosl^rm; 
by sinfpl deedt oont^ry to virtue, to 'si^fql worlds, 
such »is birth, among horif^ontal cre«itures« m., beasts* 
By both equally, combined; i.a,, virtue and sin, to the 
world of men. ' GoaduCsts ' should be 8\>p^>lied^^ 

The sun indeed is the external ^thia. He rises 
favouring the }/raiui in the eye. So the goddess of 
the eai'th attracts the apdna downwards. The wind 
between is saimuia. The wind is vydna, 

(Jam, — The sun is tlie well-known outward Prdna 
among the Devas, He rises §nd by his light favours 
this jjrdita, lodged in the eye of tlie body, i.e., helps it 
with luminosity in the perception of forms. Similarly 
the well-known goddess presiding over earth, attracts or 
controls the activity of the a^dnct in the puru^ha and fa- 
vours its action by pulling downwards; for, otherwise, 
this body, owing to its weight, may fall down or being 
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unimpeded may fly up. The i|ir in iShe &kasa, in the 
middle, i.e., between the e^vth ai^d heaven (by tlie woixl 
6k&imy the wind in it is denoted ^ those in a oot, are 
^noted by the word cot) is mm&na, ie., favours samdrm, 
Bom&Mb TesembUng it in the &c^ of being enclosed 
wiAmtkedhaia in <^e middle. The external wind, 
vAgu^ generally because it resembles vy&m, in perva- 
ding, favours vydna. This is the drift. 

The external iire %'a« verily is Uddna. There- 
fore, the fire being extinguished, oiit*. again enters 
another body with the senses clinging to the mind. 

Com. — The [general fire tejas, well-kjnown and ex- 
ternal, is the ttddrui in the body. The meaning is, that 
by its light, it favours the wind known as udmia as 
*udd7ui\ fire in its nature, favoured by the external fire,, 
causes the ascent from the body. Therefore, when a 
man's natural fire is extinguished, then one should 
know that his life is spent, i.e., that he is dying; he 
enters another body. How? along with the senses 
such as speech etc., clinging to the mind. 

qf^^l^i^ S|FWFTll% JIM^^TOT JtF: I 
^RR^ ?WW*(^ ^ ^RfcT II (o II 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



\\1TH SRI SANKARA's COMMENTARY. 143 

Of what thought, by that he 'attains prana; ihm 
prdiia combined with vdana along with the atman, oon<- 
ducts to tfee world thought of. • 

Com. — Of what tjiought he is at the time of death, 
by that thought, i.6., volition, he attains along with the 
senses, the prana, i.e,\ lie puts forth the activity of the' 
chief Prdna, The meaning is that at the time of death, 
the activity of the senses having declined, he lives put« 
ting forth the activity of the chief Prcma alone. Then 
his relations around say *he breathes and Uves ;' and that 
pran^; manifesting the activity of vdmrn (tyas) ; with 
the aJtmrni] with the owner, Le., the enjoyer. The prana 
manifesting the activity of the vdana alone, leads the^ 
enjoyer to worlds (bodies) thought of, according to the 
influence of virtuous and. sinful Tcarma, 

The learned man who knows Prana thus — of his off- 
spring there is break and he becomes immortal ; there 
is the following verse. 

Com, — Of the learned man who knows Prdna thus, i.e,* 
with these attributes already described, about his birth 
etc., the following fruits, both here and hereafter, are 
pointed out. The offspring, i.e., the son, the grandson 
etc., of this knower, do not suffer break in continuity. 
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and when the body falls having become otie with PrAria, 
he becomes Immortal (in a relative B^e)« l^he follow" 
ing verse (sloka) briefly expl^ns this purport;. 

Knowing the birth, the comings the stoyftig, and 
the fivefold sovereignty of Prdna and its stay in the 
body, one attains rmmortality ; one attains irnmortality. 

Oot»*^— Birth] from the PcvramcUnum, Coming] coming 
into this l>ody, by the activity of the niind. Staying] 
in the lower apertures and other places: Pive*fold 
sovereignty] the posting, as by a 80vei*eign, of the dif^- 
ferent aspects of Prdna, in five-forms. Its external* 
manifestation] as the sun &c. Within the body] as 
eye &c. Knowing Prdna tbm^ o|ne attains immortal^ 
ity (I'elative). , , , 



Here ends the third Pras^nn. 



. ;■.'):". i. 
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FOURTH PRASNA. 



Next Scmrydyant Gdrgya questioned hiiii * Ob 
Bhacfctvan ! What in the man sleep? What wake in him? 
Which is the J)^va who sees dreams ? Whose is this 
bliss? In which of them again are all of them fixed ? ' 
Com. — Next Satirydf/fnii Gdrgya questioned him : 
Having thus exhausted by these three questi«nis. all aliout 
samsdra, the subject of Apara (lower) Vidya^ subject to 
modification, pai-taking of the nature of causes and 
effects and of ephemeral existence, the next three ques- 
iiions are asked in order that the Brahman not partaking 
of 'the nature of causes and effects, devoid of p-dna, not 
perceivable by the mind, beyond the shot of the senses, 
bliss in it8 nature, fi^ee from miserj% not subject to 

15 
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modification, nndecayinsf, true, knowableby ParaVidya 
(higher knowledge), known as lyarueha, without and 
within all. and unborn, may be known. Now, it was stated 
in the second MundaM, that everything known to 
exist, proceeded from the undecaying Brahman^ as 
sparks from the flaming lire, and that everything is 
absorbed into Brahman, What are all those existences 
which diverge from the Brahman ? How again, thus 
existing in divergence, are absorbed into it (Brahma7t) 
alone ? What again are the characteristics of that 
Brahman ?> Now, in ordei: to explain, these questions 
are imagined to be raised : * Oh Bhafjavan, in this man, 
having head, hands, etc., what senses sleep, i.e,^ 
cease to perform their functions ? What again in this 
man wake, i.e., do not sleep, i.e., perform their func- 
tions ? Of these distinguishable as effects and instru- 
ments, which Deva sees dreams?' Dream is seeing within 
the body, as if he were awake, by one who has turned 
away from waking consciousness. The drift is, whether 
that is accomplished by aii}^ Leva, in the nature of an 
effect, or any in the nature of an instrument. And who 
enjoys the. bliss (arising when the activity of the waking 
and the dreaming state ceases) clear, i.e., free from the 
stain of contact with the objects of the senses, consisting 
in the absence of all trouble (distraction) and unobstruct- 
ed? Then, where are all these, their waking ai^d dreaming 
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activities having ceaised, centred ?, i.e., where do 
these blend indistinguishably, like juice in honey and 
like rivers entering the ocean. It is but reasonable 
that these turned away from their own activities, like 
the scythe and other instruments, which have ceased to 
do their work, should separatel}^ rest, each in its own 
place. Whence does the supposition then arise, that the 
senses of man in sleep become all blended in one. The 
supposition of the questioner is certainly reasonable. As 
all the senses together, during waking, acton behalf of 
some lord and are dependent (on him), therefore, their 
coaii^n in one is reasonable even in sleep, because of 
their dependence and acting together. ITierefore, this 
question is certainly consistent with the supposition. 
Here the question ' in which are all these centred ? ' is 
asked by the questioner who wishes to know him, in 
-vvhom all this bundle of effects and instruments is 
absorbed during sleep and pfulciya. 

To him, he said : * Just; as, O Gdrgi/a, the raj^s of the 
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setting sun all become one in this orb of light and go 
out again when he rises again, so all of these become 
one in the highest Leva, i.e., the mind ; then, therefore, 
the man hears not, sees not, smells net, tastes not, 
feels not, speaks not, takes not, delights not, abandons 
not, moves not ; they say * he sleeps.' 

Com. — To him, the preceptor said : ' Gmgya, hear 
what you ask for ; just as the rays ot the sun disap- 
pearing become all one in the orb of light, i.e., become 
one and indistinguishable, and when the same sun 
rises again and again become dispersed ; as in this, 
illustration, so all that crowd of objects and senses 
become one in the highest Deva (having light), i.e.,. 
mind (as the eye and other senses are under the 
control of the mind, mind is said to be the highest 
sense), during sleep and become indistinguishable, like 
the rays in the orb of light, and when he wakes go out 
of the mind to perfojm their own functions, as the rays 
from, the orb of light. As during sleep, the ear and 
other senses capable of knowing sound etc., become, as- 
it were, one in the mind, their activity as senses having 
ceased, therefore, during sleep this man called Devadatia 
etc, hears not, sees not, smells not, tastes not, feels not, 
speaks not, takes not, deligbts not, abandons not, moves 
not ; men of worldly understanding say * he sleeps.' 
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5qi%SHI^l44x|^) <<i^ | ^q<JiJkM»fl^^ M"N*1KI^<<«ti<< : 

The fires of pdna alone wake in this city. This 
<ipana is tlie (/drha2)atya fire. Vymui is the anvdhdrya'^ 
paclnia fire. The prdna is the dhavaniya fire, as it is 
taken from the (/drhajudya fire. 

Com. — AVlien the senses, the ear and the rest, are 
gone to sleep in this city, i.e., in this body of nine 
aperf nres, the five winds, inrdna and the rest called fires, 
being like fire, keep watch. This is their similitude 
with fires. This apdwA is the (jdrhapatya fire. How 
is explained; just as, at the time of performing the 
(u/nihoim, another fire named dhavaniya is obtained 
fix)m the gdrhapatya, so from the apdna during sleep, 
pi'dna, as it were, the dhavaniya fire is obtained. But 
Vydiia, emerging from the southern cavity of' the 
heai-t is called the anvdhdryapaA^hana, or the southern 
fire, from its connection with the south. 

il » 11 

(The priest) is he, samdna, since he distributes 
•equally the oblations which are inspiration and 
Expiration. The mind is the sacrificer ; the nddna is 



Digitized 



by Google 



150 . THE PRASNOPANISHAD. 

the fruit of sacrifice'; he leads the sacrificer every iJay 
to Brahman, 

Com.— Here also, there is the priest officiating 
at the agnihotra. Because, he distributes inspira- 
tion and expiration (which are, as it were, the 
acfuiholra oblations which are always double) for the 
support of the body ; he is the officiating priest, as the 
carrier of the oblations, though already said to occupy 
theposition of the fire (also). Who is this ? He is samaim; 
therefore, even the sleep of the knower is the giving of 
oblation in agnihotra. The drift, therefore, is that the 
knower should not be regarded as one performing no 
Jcarma ; for, it is said in the Vdjccsaneyahopanishad ' even 
of him sleeping, all the Bhutas always perform 
sacrifices.' Here, having thrown the external senses- 
and objects as oblations into the wakeful Prilna-fires 
and wishing to reach the Brahman, as one would wish to 
reach heaven, the fruit of the performance of agnihotniy 
the mind, as sacrificer, wakes. Being known like the 
sacrificer, as the most important of the effects and 
instruments, and having set out towards Brahman, as 
sacrificer to heaven, the mind is made the sacrificer. 
The fruit of the sacrifice is uddna ; because, the realization 
of the fruits of sacrifice is due to uddna, How^ ? The 
vddna causing the mind, the sacrificer, to cease his own 
activity, conducts him everj^ day during sleep to the 
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nndecaying Brahman, as to heaven. Therefore, udami 
occupies the place of the fruits of sacrifices. 

ew ^ 'T^^ ^: 'T?^ II ^ II 

In this state, this Deva (mind) undergoes a variety 
of changes, sees again what it has seen, hears again 
whatever was heard, experiences again what it had 
experienced in different lands, and directions. What 
was seen and not seen, heard and not heard, 
experienced and not experienced, existent and non- 
existent, it sees ; being all, it sees. 

Com, — Thus of the knower, from the time of the cessa- 
tion of the activity of the ear to the time of his waking 
from sleep, till then he enjoys all the fruits of a sacrifice 
and not misery, as in the case of the ignorant. Thus, being 
a knower, is eulogised. For, it is not, alone, in the case 
of the knower, that the ear etc., cease from activit}^, or 
the Prtoa-fires keep watch, or the mind being free in 
the waking and dreaming conditions merges in the con- 
dition of sleep every day. It is well known that all living 
creatures pass through the waking, dreaming and sleep- 
ing conditions by turns. Therefore, this context must be 
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regarded as praising the state of a knower (and not as 
laying down any rmles). As regards the question, which 
<rf the devas sees, dreams, he replies : *When the ear, etc., 
cease activity' and prdna and otlier winds keep watch 
for the support of the body before reaching the condi- 
tion of sleep, during this interim, this deva (mind) 
with the ear and other senses absorbed in it, like vays 
of the sun sees in dreams his own greatness, Le., assumes 
diverse forms in the nature of subject and object. It 
may be urged that the mind is only -the instrument of 
the enjoyer, i,e,, the Atman in enjoying the various forms 
and that it cannot be said to enjoy independently ; for 
it is the Atman that is independent. This is no fault ; 
for the independence of the Atman is due to its condi- 
tioning mind ; for the Atman does not reall}^ in its own 
nature dream or wake. It has been said in the Vdjasfi-- 
neyal'opanishad that its waking and dreaming are 
caused by its condition, mind. Combined with mind 
and becoming a dream, it seems to think and to move 
etc. Therefore, the statement that the mind is inde- 
pendent in enjoying diverse forms is only logical. Some 
say that the self-luminosity of the Atinan will be marred 
during dreams owing to its combination with the 
condition, mind. That is not so. This false notion 
of theirs is caused by their ignorance of the drift of 
the s7*h(u ; because even all the talk that the At/man is 
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self-luminous, which endures only till emancipation, is 
produced by conditions such as mind and is within the 
pale of ignorance. Where there is something like 
another, then one sees something distinct from himself; 
of him there is no connexion with what is visible 
according to the sndi ' but wliere all becomes the 
Atmrm alone, there who could be seen by whom 
«tc .?' Therefore, this doubt arises only in those who 
know only the lower Brahman and not in those who 
know the one Atinan. It may be urged that if this be 
so, then the distinction in * here, i.e., in dreams, this 
Furitsha is self-luminous' will become meaningless. 
It is here replied that what is stated is ver}^ little. 
The self-luminosity of the Aiman, enclosed in the 
cavity of the heart, according to the text * he w^ho 
bleeps in the ahaaa within the cavity of the heart, 
will be marred in a greater degree. If it be urged 
that though this is really a fault, still that half the 
burden, i.e., half the obstacle will be removed in the 
matter of the self-luminosity of the Atmanhy assuming 
the absence of mind during dreams. This is not 
sound; for, even on that supposition, from the 
^ndi, 'he sleeps in the nerve called, Purttati,* the 
notion of removing half the hindrance, in the matter 
of self-luminosity of the Atman, is certainly false ; 
^^ecause, even in sleep, the Atman rests in the nerve 
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called * PurttatV How then is it said, ' here, thi& 
Purusha is self-luminous.' If it be said that as that 
sruti is found in another branch of the Veclas, it is not 
in point here, that is unsound ; for, it is admitted that 
the purport of the sridis must be identical ; and one 
Aiman being the subject of all Vedantas is desired to be 
taught and to be known. Therefore, it is right that 
the appropriateness of the assertion that the Atman is 
self-luminous in dreams should be explained. Because, 
srutis serve to reveal the real truth. If this be so, hear 
the purport of the srw^?', abandoning all conceit. Not 
by all who think themselves learned, could the drift of 
the srutis be known, even in a hundred years, by mere 
conceit. Just as the self-luminosity of the Atman is not 
affected in sleep, because it is possible to represent him 
as distinguished from the dkds of the heart, and the- 
puritcdi nerve where he sleeps, because he is not con- 
nected with them ; so, the self-luminosity of the Atmanr 
as distinct from the visible reminiscences of the 
observer, wlio is different from all effects and instru- 
ments and who sees, on account of ignorance, as 
separate objects, the reminiscences, which, as the result 
of fcama, are left in the mind full of tendencies due 
to ignorance, desire and karma, cannot be marred even 
by the proudest logician. Therefore, it is properlj^ said 
that when all the senses are absorbed in the mind and 
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when the mind is not absorbed, the Atman, as manomaya, 
sees dreams. How it reab'zes a diversity of experiences 
is explained. Whatever has been seen, sucli as friend, 
son etc, the tnind influenced b}' unconscious impres- 
sions thinks from if^norance that it sees the son, the 
friend etc, produced from such impressions. Similarly, 
it seems to hear what has been heard, owing to such 
impressions ; and from ignorance, it seems to experi- 
ence what it has experienced in different lands and 
directions. Similarh% what was seen in this birth and 
what was not seen, i,e., what was seen in previous 
births ; for, there can be no unconscious impressions 
of what wasTteier seen ; similarly, what was heard and 
not heard, and what was experienced in this birth by 
the mind alone, and what was not experienced, i. e., 
what was not experienced by mind alone in previous 
births; what is existent such as real water and what 
is non-existent such as waters of the mirage ; in short, 
sees all, said and not said ; being all, i.e., being con- 
ditioned by all the unconscious impressions of the 
mind, sees all. Thus, the mind, being in itself all 
the senses, sees dreams. 

c^cTI^ls^Sfl^ ^?TcH^ W^ II ^ II 

When it is overpowered with light, then this mind 
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sees no dreams ; thus then, the bliss arises in this body. 
Com, — When the Deva, i. e,, the mind, becomes 
overpowered, i. e„ has all the outlets of these im- 
pressions closed by the light (lodged in the nerve) 
known as Pitta and pertaining to the sun, t]ien the 
rays, I.e., the tendencies of the mind, become absorbed 
into the heart along with the senses. When the 
mind, like fire in a log of wood, pervades the whole body 
in its form, as general knowledge (as opposed to a 
special modification) then he sleeps. At that time, this 
Deva, named mind, does not see dreams, the door of 
vision being closed by light. Then, in this body, this 
bliss arises, which is knowledge unimpeded, pervading 
all body without distinction and clear. 

Just as, good youth ! birds go towards the tree 
intended for their abode, so all this goes to the supreme 
Atmdn. 

Com, — Then at this time, all the eflfect and instru- 
ments depending on ignorance, desire and hat^ma be- 
come quiet. When they are quieted, the entity of the 
Atman, misunderstood on account of its conditions, 
becomes one without a second, free from trouble and 
calm. To indicate this condition by the entering into 
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the Atman of the earth and other objects produced by 
ignoi*ance, the Sruti offers an illustration. This is the 
illustration. In the same manner, good-looking youth ! 
that birds go to the tree intended for their abode ; so, 
as in the illustration, all that will be said hereafter be- 
comes absorbed into the supreme and undecaying 
Atman, 

Earth and its subtle form, water and its subtle 
form, fire and its subtle form, air and its subtle form, 
ed'dea and its subtle form, sight and its objects, taste 
and its objects, touch and its objects, speech and object, 
hands and what is to be handled, the organ of genera- 
tion and what is to be enjoyed, the organ of excretion 
and what must be excreted, the feet and what is to be 
trodden on by them, mind and what must be thought^ 
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the intellect and what must be determined, egotism and 
its object, Chitfa and its object, light and its object, 
and Prdna and what must be supported by it. 

Gom. — What is that all ? The earth gross, having 
five attributes and its cause, the rudiment of earth, i,e., 
the subtle form of smell, so water and the subtle form 
of water, fire and its subtle form, air and its subtle 
form, diaisa and its subtle form, i.e., all gross and 
subtle BhfUas ; similarly, the sense of sight and its 
objects, eai* and its objects, nose and its objects, the 
palate and its objects, touch and its objects, speech and 
what must be said, hands and what must be handled, 
the organ of generation and what must be enjoyed, 
the organ- of excretion and what must be excreted, feet 
and what must be reached; thus all the intellectual and 
active senses have been mentioned. The mind already 
stated and its objects, the intellect consisting in deter- 
mination and its objects, ahanhdra, i.e., the mind charac- 
terised by egoism and its objects, Chittam, i.e., tlie 
intelligent mind and its objects. Tejas^ The skin, 
apart from the sense of touch, having light. Vidi/otor- 
yltavyam'] the objects enlightened by it. PrdnUy 
what is called the sutra, and wliat is strung on it, i.e., 
all the bundle of effects and instruments, combined 
for the benefit of some other entity, having name, 
form, etc. 
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<^ fl ^sr ^m ^ w(\ w^^ wm #151 ^ %r- 
^mn 5^: I ^ ^s^ 3ncqf^ mU\w \\^\\ 

This is the seer, toucher, heaver, smeller, taster, the 
thinker, the kuower, the doer, the intelligent entity, 
Purusha, He becomes merged in the supreme, 
undecaying Atmdti, 

Com, — Then the self wliich has entered here, like tJie 
snn in the water etc., with the attributes of enjoyer and 
doer ; this is the seer, toucher, hearer, smeller, taster, 
thinker, knower, doer, the intelligent self (Virfnatia 
means the intellect being the instrument by which things 
are known. ) Here it means, he who knows, i.e., knower. 
Vi{fndndima, of the nature of knower. The meaning 
is that he is a knower by his nature. Purusha, because 
full of, i.e., subject to the conditions above described, i.e., 
the nature of effects and instruments. Arid he enters 
into the supreme undecaying Atman^ the supporter of 
the universe, as the reflected image of the sun etc., in 
water enters into the sun etc. 

q^^^RjR yf^M^^ ^^5^ d<^-^w^*i43<*i^il^ ?nw- 

II ^o H 
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The supreme, undecaying one he surel}' attains. 
Who knows that, shadowless, bodiless, devoid of attri- 
butes, pure- and undecaying. Who knows that, good- 
looking youth ! becomes omniscient and becomes all. 
There is this verse. 

Com. — The fruits of one who realizes the one-ness of 
the atman are stated. He surely attains the supreme, 
undecaying atman, hereafter described. He who being 
freed from all desires, knows that, shadowless, i.e., free 
from Tamas or ignorance, bodiless, Le,, devoid of body 
subject to conditions of name, form etc, alohitam, i.e., 
devoid of all gu7ia8 (attributes) such as Eojas ; because 
thus, therefore, pure ; undecaying, because devoid of 
all attributes the eternal known as ]jnrusha. having no 
Prana, not perceivable by the mind, bliss in its nature 
and free from all misery, existing without and within 
all, unborn. Who renounces everything, good-looking 
youth ! there can be nothing which is not known by 
him. Owing to ignorance he was not omniscient 
before ] subsequently by the removal of ignorance, by 
knowledge, he becomes all. The following verse briefly 
conveys the drift stated. 

?i^ 1^ q^ w^ H w *<^^^i(^^*ifri nun 
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Who knows, good-looking youth ! the undecaying 
Atman in whom the knowing self with all the devas, 
the PrdnaSy and the five elements are centred.* He, 
the omniscient, enters indeed into all. 

Com, — Who knows, good-lookingyouth ! the undecay- 
ing Atman, into which the knowing self, with all the 
devas, such as fire and the rest, the Pranas, i, e., the 
eye and the rest and the Bhutas, such as the earth 
&c., enter ; he being omniscient enters indeed into 
all. 



Here ends the fourth Frasna, 
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FIFTH PRASNA. 



NO 

^RT ^^ ^ tt^rr^ II ni 

Then, SatyaMma, son of Sihi, questioned him : ^' Oh 
Bhagavanl what world does he, who among mortals 
meditates on 'Om' till death, win by that?" To him he 
replied. 

Com, — Scdj/cddma, son of Sihi, questioned him. Now 
the Prasna is begun for the purpose of enjoining the 
worship of the syllable '0??i,'as a means to the attain- 
ment of the Para (higher) and Apara (lower) 
Brahman, Oh Bhagavan. Who among mortals, like 
a wonder, until death meditates upon the syllable 
^ Om' (the w^ord ■ meditation is the continuous con- 
templation as Atman of the letter 'Om' regarded 
as Brahman by courtesy, by one w^hose senses 
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are turned away from external objects and whose mind 
is composed, the course of such meditation not being 
vitiated by other or dissimilar states of consciousness 
and being ready like the flame of a lamp in an airless 
place). Who thus maintains a vow for life and combines 
in him truth, abstinence from sexual pleasures, absti- 
nence from cruelty, absence of acceptance, renunciation, 
sanydsam, cleanliness, cheerfulness, absence of fraud and 
many other kinds of forbearance and religious observance. 
What world, for there are many worlds to be won by 
worship and karma, does he attain by thu§ meditating on 
•Om'. To him who had thus questioned, he, Pippil&da 
replied. 

The syllable *0m' is verily the higher and lower 
Brahman, Therefore, the know^er, by this means, surely 
reaches either of them. 

Com, This Brahman — the higher Brahman, true, unde- 
uaying, known as Purusha, and the lower Brahman 
known as Frana the first-born — is indeed the syllable 
* Om'; for, the syllable ' Om' is its PraWca, i.e., substi- 
tute. The higher Brahman, not capable of being 
indicated by words etc., and devoid of all distinguish- 
ing attributes, is therefore, being beyond the reach of 
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the senses, incapable of being comprehended by the^ 
mere mind. But to those worshippers who comtem- 
plate on the syllable 'Om' as upon the image of Vishnu 
etc., and regard it as a substitute for Brahman, the Para 
Brahman is understood to reveal itself from the 
authority of the sastras ; so too the lower Brahman, 
Therefore, it is by courtesy, that Brahman, the higher and 
the lower, is said to be the syllable *0m.' Therefore, he 
who knows thus, attains either the higher or the lower 
Brahman by this very means to the attainment of the 
dtman, i.e., by the meditation on 'Om'. For, the syllable 
*0m' is the nearest stay oi Brahman. 

^^ «??Tr %^ *<RMW*^J^«l(ci II \ II 

If he meditate on one mdtra (measure) of it, he, by 
that enlightened, soon comes to earth. The riks conduct 
him to the world of men. He, there combined with 
tapas, Brahmacharya Bind faith, expriences greatness. 

Com — Though he may not know the division of all 
the mdtras (measures) of the syllable *0m', still he 
surely reaches the excellent goal by virtue of the medi- 
tation on the syllable 'Om'. One who depends entirely 
on the syllable *0m' does not by the defect of a partial 
knowledge of it, attain evil, as one, who has fallen from 
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both karma and knowledge. Even if he constantly 
meditates on 'Om' knowing it only as one mdtra, he 
enlightened by that meditation of 'Om', with only one 
mdtra, soon reaches in the earth. What ? The world of 
men ; for, many are the births possible in this earth. Of 
these, the riks take the worshipper only to the world 
of men. The first only mdtra of the letter *0m' medi- 
tated on is the Kig-Veda. By that, in his birth as 
man, he becomes pre-eminent among the twice-born 
and combining tajms, Brahmacharya and faith experi- 
ences greatness, i.e., does not become an unbeliever, 
acting according to pleasure. One who has fallen from 
yoga never attains a bad goal. 

Note — By the meditation of *0m,' as one mdtra, some 
mean the meditation on the letter * A' alone of the 
syllable. Others again, take it to mean the contempla- 
tion on the whole syllable 'Om' but prominence being 
given only to one mdtra. 

'T^t^ I H ^^^Ff; f^^^'^ 5?ni^^ II « ii 

But if he meditates on its second mdtra only, he 
becomes one with mind. He is conducted into inter- 
mediate space — the world of the moon — by yajits. 
Having enjoyed gi'eatness there, he returns again. 

Com. — Now again, if he meditates on the syllable 'Om' 
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by its second mdtra, he becomes one with the moon, of" 
the nature of dreams, in the form of yajurveda, worthA' 
of meditation. Thus become immortal] is taken by the 
yajus representing the second mdtra to the hmar world, 
the support of antariksha, intermediate space, and re- 
presenting the second mdtra. The meaning is that he is- 
taken by the yajus to be born in the lunar world. Having- 
there, in the lunar world, enjoyed greatness returns 
again to the world of men. 

^^rrcq^icTc ^fim 3¥rW ^^ ^i^ ^^: II ^ II 

But if he meditates on the supreme Puncsha by 
this very letter 'Oni' of tliree mcUras, he becomes united 
with the bright sun. Just as the snake puts off its skin, 
even so he is freed from sin. He is conducted by sdma 
to the world of Brahma. He sees the supreme PmncsJuf 
beyond this, dense with life and lodged in the heart of 
all. There are the two following verses. 

Com. — But he who meditates upon the supreme Purusha 
within the sun, by this jyrattka, i.e., substitue, i.e., by the 
syllable *0m', with the knowledge that it is of three- 
matras, by such meditation becomes united with the sun. 
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Accordingto the context, the syllable *0m' must be taken 
to be a help, being a Pratika or substitute, from the 
declaration of its identity with the Brahman, higher and 
lower, according to the smti. Otherwise, the accusative 
case of 'Om' used in many places, will be objectionable. 
Though by the use of the third case, the syllable ' Om' 
may be understood as a I ar ana, i.e., instrument, still 
agreeally to the context, it must be read as if in the ac- 
cusative case, the meaning then being, Met one meditate 
upon the syllable of three md^ras as the supreme Purusha.'' 
According to the maxim * you may abandon one for the 
benefit of a whole family' the instrumental case should be 
here given up for the accusative case used in previous 
passages. By such meditation, he becomes united with the 
1 bright sun. Then, even ifhe dies while meditating, he does 
!not return from the solar world, as from the lunar, but is 
{ for ever united with the sun. Just as the snake puts off 
Its skin and becomes new again, its skin having been paled 
off, so — as in this illustration — this manbeingfreed from 
the impurity of sin,analgous to the skin, is conducted up, 
by the sdmans representing the third matra, to the 
^vorld of Brahma, i.e., Hiranyagarbha called Satya. He, 
Hiranyagarhha is the dtman of all the jivas travelling 
in samsdra ; for, he is the internal atman of all living 
beings in the subtle form ; and in him the subtle dtman 
are all the jivas strung together. So he is jivaghana 
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(dense with lives). The knower of the syllable 
'Om' of three mdtras sees the Purusha called Paramat- 
'inan beyond this Hiranyagarhha and sees him by 
meditation as lodged in all bodies. The following two 
verses make the drift stated clear. 

IK II 

When the three mdtras, each of which leads to death 
by itself, are joined one to another in close union and 
used in well-performed actions, external, internal and 
intermediate, the knower does not shake. 

Oom, — The mdtras of the syllable *0m' three 
in number, i.e., a, u, and m are subject to death ; 
that is, are not beyond the pale of death; but when used 
in meditating on the citman in combination, the syllable 
'Om', with the three mdtras, being used at the time of 
contemplation by the worshipper, in respect of every- 
one of the three aspects oi Brahman, Contemplated, i.e., 
the Vaisvdnara or Visva respresenting the waking 
condition, the Hiranyagarhha or Tadjasa representing the 
dreaming conditon and the Isvara or Prdgna represent- 
ing the sleeping condition, the person meditating who 
knows this division of the mAtras of *0m' does not 
shake. One, who knows this, cannot possibly be shaken; 



Digitized 



by Google 



WITH SRI s Ankara's commentary. 169 

because, the Purushas representing the waking, dream- 
ing and sleeping states, with their respective places, are 
seen as one, with the letter *Oni' of three mdtras; such a 
knower having become the Atman of all and one with 
*0m' from whence could he move and where ? 

II ^11 

By rilcF this world, by yajus the antarihsha and 
by sdmam that whiph the seers know (the BrahmaloJca)-, 
by the very aid of the letter 'Om', the knower reaches 
these and also that which is quiet, undecaying, death- 
less, fearless and supreme. 

Com, — The second verse is intended to state 
the whole drift briefly. By riks this world 
where men live, by yajus, the antarihsha, i.e., the 
world presided over by the moon. By sdma that 
which the knowers alone and not the ignorant know 
as the third world, i.e., the world of Brahma. This 
threefold world, pertaining to the lower Brahman 
the knower reaches by the help of the syllable 'Om'. 
That, i.e., the highest Brahman, undecaying, true, called 
Purusha, quiet, i.e., devoid of all the characteristics of 
the universe, such as waking, dreaming, sleeping etc., 
therefore undecaying, i.e., free from old age or decay. 
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deathless, fearless, because devoid of decay and modifi- 
cation and supreme, i.e., unsurpassable because fearless,, 
even that, by the syllable 'Om\ a help to that attainment,, 
the knower reaches. The word ethi is used to show 
that the sentence ends. 



Here ends the fifth Prasna. 
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SIXTH PRASNA. 



^ 3^ ^% in II 

Then Suhesa son of Bhdradvdja questioned him: 
"Oh Bhagavan! Hiranyagarhha of Kosala, son of a 
king, approached me and asked me this question 'Oh 
Bhdradvdja, knowest thou the Pw-usha of sixteen Jmlas 
(parts).?* I replied to the lad 'I know this not, if I knew 
him, how should I not tell thee ? He who utters a false- 
hood is certainly dried up, root and all; therefore, I dare 
not utter falsehood'. He got into the chariot and 
went away in silence. That I ask you. Where is that 
Puritsha ?" 
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Com. — Then Suhesa son of Bhdradvdja ques- 
tioned him : "It has been stated that all the 
universe in the nature of effects and causes, together 
with the knowing self, enters into the supreme, unde- 
<?aying self, during sleep. It j\dll be clear by necessary 
implication that the whole universe enters into that 
undecaying diman alone, even in 'pralaya and that it is 
produced from thence. For, the absorption of an effect 
into what is not its cause is inappropriate. It has also 
been said that this Prd?^a is born of the dtman. The 
settled meaning of all the Upanishads is that the 
highest consummation results from the knowledge of 
that w^hich is the cause of the universe. It has also 
been subsequently said 'he, all-knowing, becomes all'. 
It should be stated where then that undecaying, true 
dtmcm, known as Furusha, is to be know^n ; for that 
purpose, this question is asked." The recital of the 
anecdote is for the purpose of stimulating those, who 
wish for emancipation, to special activity, in attaining 
knowledge by proclaiming the difficulty of attaining it. 
*' Oh Bhagavan/ the son of a king, warrior by caste, bom 
in Kosala, and named Hiranyagarhha approached me 
and asked me the following questions: 'Oh Bhdradr 
vdja, do you know the Puriisha of sixteen halas, that is 
the Purusha in whom, the halaSy i.e., parts as it were, 
^sixteen in number, are superposed by ignorance.?' 
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I told the prince who questioned me 'I know not him of 
whom you ask.' I told him the reason of my ignorance 
as he did not believe that I was ignorant, though I had 
thus replied. *If at all I knew the Fuirusha, whom you 
ask about, how should I not tell it to you^ a supplicant, 
eminently possessing the qualities of a true disciple?*^ 
Seeing again that he did not appear to believe, I said 
to make him believe, ' he who making his dtman what 
it is not, speaks what is not true, is dried up, root and all, 
i.e., is destroyed both in this world and in the next. 
As I know this, I dare not, like an ignorant man, speak 
an untruth.' The prince thus made to believe, silently 
touched with shame, got into the chariot and went 
back the way he came. Therefore it is established that 
knowledge should be imparted by the knower to one 
who has approached him duly and is worthy of it 
(knowledge) ; and that falsehood should not be uttered 
under any circumstances. I ask you about that Purusha 
who is in my heart, asaknowable, i.e., (being unknown) 
like a shaft. Where is this Purusha who should be 
known ?" 

s^*l*<jil: W^pxflfcl II \ II 

To him he replied : * even here, within the body, good- 
looking youth ! is that Punisha of whom these sixteen 
halas are born. 
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Com. — To him he replied:* even here, within the body, 
i.e., in the aJcdsa of the lotus of the heart, good-look- 
ing youth ! is that Purusha to be sought for, not in other 
places ; of whom these sixteen kalcis, to be hereafter 
aiamed, Prdna and the rest are born. By ignorance, 
the Purusha though devoid of parts, is seen as one 
having parts, by virtue of the sixteen I'^Uts ,w4iich are 
its conditions. In order that the Purusha may be seen 
iis unconditioned, by means of knowledge and by the 
elimination of the Icalas, which are conditions super- 
imposed upon him, it is saidthat the AYfc?as,j9ra7ia etc., have 
their origin in him. As it is not possible, except by 
superpositiop, to speak of the unconditioned, the one and 
the pure entity as attainable etc., the origin, the support, 
and the destruction of Jcalas, subject of ignorance, are 
super-imposed upon it. It is always seen that the halas, 
which are observed to arise, exist and disappear, are not 
different from intelligence. It is why some ignorant 
persons maintain that intelligence is every moment born 
and destroyed in the form of pot etc., as the ghee by its 
contact with fire. Some others hold that when it is 
controlled,, ever^^hing is void as it were. Some others 
think that the knowledge of pots etc., is an ephemeral 
property which rises and disappears in the eternal knower 
who is the Atman. The materialists hold that intelli- 
gence is an attribute of matter ; the true theory 
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is that the dtman is iutelligence itself, knowing no dimi- 
nution or decay, and shines in assumed conditions of 
name and form; for, the si'utis say 'Brahman is existence 
knowledge and infinity'; 'Brahman is knowledge V^ra/i/- 
iW^7i is knowledge andbliss'. He is dense with knowledge 
AcWhilethe objects change their form, the intelligence 
which cognises them in their various changes, does not 
<;hange, as it cognises every change in the objects. It 
cannot be said that there exists an object, but it cannot 
be known. It is like saying that there is no eye, 
although the form is apprehended. Knowledge may 
^xist, where there is no object to be known ; but the 
<jbject never exists without knowledge; for knowledge if it 
does not exist, with reference to any particular kiiowable, 
exists in regard to other knowables ; but where there is no 
knowledge, there can be no knowable. As there is 
neither knowledge nor knowable in sleep, it may be 
i-ontended that even knowledge disappears where there 
are no knowable objects. This cannot be. As the 
function of knowledge, like that of light, is to illumine 
the knowable, it cannot be inferred that there is no 
knowledge in sleep, as there is no knowable 
to be illumined by it, as the absence of light 
cannot be argued from the absence of objects which it 
could illumine; for, the non-existence of sight cannot be 
argued by the Vainasilias from the fact that no form is 
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seen in the midst of darkness. It may be urged that the 
Vaindsika postulates the absence of knowledge in the 
absence of the knowable. But the Vaindsika must 
reply by what process he could argue out the absence 
of that knowledge, by which he was able to posit the 
absence of allknowables' The absence of the knowable, 
being itself a fact to be known, it cannot be known in the 
absence of knowledge. It may be argued that as know- 
ledge is not distinct from the knowable, there can be 
no knowledge where there is no knowable. This ctanot 
hold, as it is admitted, that al)hdva (non-existence) is as 
much a knowable. The Vaindsika^ concede that al)hdva 
(non-existence) is permanent and knowable. If therefore 
knowledge is not distinct from the knowable, know- 
ledge will be made permanent. As the non-existence {a- 
hhdvd) of knowables is ex hypothesl of the nature of kno^'- 
ledge the term *non-existence' is only a misnomer, not a 
reality; as also the transient nature of knowledge. There 
is no harm done to knowledge which is permanent by its 
being verbally described as non-existence, i,e,, ahhdva. 
If it be said that though non-existence, L e., ahhoA^m, 
is knowable, it is distinct from knowledge; then, it comes 
to this, that absence of knowledge does not follow 
from absence ot all knowables. It maybe urged that the 
knowable is distinct from knowledge, but that know- 
ledge is not distinct from knowable. But this statement 
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is merely one of words. If the identity of the know- 
able and knowledge is conceded, it is mere word to say 
that the knowable is distinct from knowledge, and that 
knowledge is not distinct from knowable, as is the 
statement that vahni (fire) is distinct from agni, (fire) 
though (zgni is not distinct from vahni. If knowledge 
is distinct from the knowable, the statement Js inappro- 
priate, that where there is no knowable, there is no know- 
ledge. Nor can it be said that where there is no knowable 
there is no knowledge, as it is not perceived ; for, they 
concede that in sleep knowledge exists. It is well- 
known that Vaindsikus admit the existence of know- 
ledge even in sleep. But the existence of a knowable 
is also admitted. If it be said that, in that case, 
knowledge is knowable b}^ itself, we say * no ' ; for, 
the distinction between knowledge and knowable exists 
then. As the knowledge which perceives the non- 
existence of all things is distinct from the non-existence 
of the things themselves, the distinction between 
knowledge and knowable is inevitable even then ; and 
a' hundred Vainasikas cannot get over this objection 
and make knowledge itself a knowable, as surely as 
they cannot revive a dead man. It may be objected 
that, according to our theory, one know^ledge has to be 
known by another and so on without limit. We answer 
'no' ; for, all things can be classified as ' knowledge ' 

17 
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and ' knowable,' and those that are not Vaindsihvs 
concede only a two-fold classification of ' knowledge' 
and 'knowable', and do not admit a third knowledge, 
which perceives the other knowledge. It may be con- 
tended, if knowledge could not know itself ,there can be 
no omniscience. We answer, ' let that blame attach to 
the Vaindsikas themselves'. We gain nothing by refut- 
ing that objection. Not only this, their theory is 
vitiated by the absence of finality; for, according to them 
knowledge is knowable by another knowledge. If 
knowledge therefore cannot know itself, then the objec- 
tion of the absence of finality to their theory is irrefutable. 
If it be urged that this fault is observable alike in our 
theory also, we say *no'; for, according to us knowledge is 
one. Knowledge which is one in all places, times and men, 
is reflected and seen diverse, in diverse conditions of name 
and form, as the sun etc., is seen when reflected in water, 
etc. Therefore the above-named objection has no force; 
and so, the following is here stated. Nor could it be 
contended that from the sriiti here, that the Purusha is 
limited within our body, like an apple in a pit ; 
because the ParusJia is the cause of Prana and other 
kolas. For, the Purusha^ limited by the body alone 
cannot be understood to be the cause of fcaZas, such as 
Prana, Sraddhd etc ; for, the body itself is produced by 
kakts. This body produced by kalas which have their 
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origin in Furusha cannot contain within it, as an apple 
within the pit, the Purusha who is the cause of its 
<3au8e. It may be urged that on the analogy of the 
seed and tree ,this is quite possible. As the tree of 
which the seed is the cause, yields fruits containing 
within them, the seed, the cause of their cause, (for in- 
instance, the mango fruit), it maybe urged that similarly 
the body may contain within it the Puriisha which is 
the cause of its cause. This cannot be for a two-fold 
reason. I.e., difference and divisibility. In the illus- 
tration, the seeds contained in the fruits are different 
from those which produced the tree. , In the case to 
which the analogy is sought to be applied, the same 
Purnsha who is the cause of the cause of the body is 
s^id, by the smtis, to be contained within the body. 
Again, as the seed and the tree are composed of parts, 
the relation of the container and the contained may there 
obtain. But here, the Purusha is one and indivisible ; 
and the kalas and the body are both composed of parts. 
From this, it follows that the body cannot contain even 
the akdsa. How can it then contain the Purusha, the 
<3ause of the akdsa ? Therefore the analogy is false. 

It may be urged: 'Let go the analogy, we have the 
text'. We answer that texts cannot make and unmake 
things. The office of the texts is not to metamorphose 
existing things, but only to make existing things clear. 
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So, the passage, which says, that the Purusha is within 
the body must be construed, just in the same way as the 
passage which says that the akdsa is within the globe. 
Besides, the statement that the Pwusha is within the 
body is intended to serve as a help to his realization ; 
for, in our experience the Purusha is realized as if 
within the body, by the process of seeing, hearing, think- 
ing, knowing, etc. Therefore, it is said, that Purusha is 
within the body. Even a fool will not allow himself to 
say, even in his mind, that the Pmmsha who is the cause 
of the dJidsa is really within the body, as the apple i^ 
within the pit. Much less would the authoritative 
sruti say so. 

^ l^rN% I ^#Rrf5?Rp?T ^w^ ^ri^^nf^ ^ff^ m 
jjfcrfslr MRiaiwi*(i^ ii \ ii 

He thought, *what going out, shall I go out ; or, what 
staying shall I stay ? ' 

Com. — The I'alas were stated to have their origin in 
Purusha in order that the Purusha may be distinctly- 
described. In what order these Imlas come out of their 
origin was stated for another purpose. That the creation 
was preceded by intelligence is showTi by this statement, 
i.e., the Purusha of sixteen Jealas asked for by Bhdradvdja 
^saiv\i, e., ^thought'. The fruit and order of creation are 
thus explained. On what agent going out of my body 
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I myself will be going out. On what staying in the body, 
I myself shall stay. Herein, it is objected, that the 
AtTTian is not the creator, and that Pradhdna or 
Prakriti is the creator. Prakriti therefore converts 
itself into mahat and other forms, for the benefit of 
the Pariisha, It does not stand to reason to say that the 
Parusha created the universe by his thought of himself; 
while there is the Prakriti, the state of equilibrium of 
the three Chmas, satva etc., competent according to 
recognised authorities, to create the world; or, while 
there are the atoms, acting agreeably to the divine will ; 
because, the AUiian being one, has not the necessary 
materials to create the universe, and further, to attribute 
creation to Atnian, is to make Atman the author of evils to 
himself. For, no intelligent being, it is well-known, will 
do anything to his own trouble. Therefore, the assertion 
he saw, (thought) etc., is meant to dignify the unin- 
telligent creator Prakriti into an intelligent entity, 
seeing how the Prakriti, in view to benefit the Purusha 
^ctsin an established order, as if possessed of intelligence. 
The Parusha is said to create, just as a king is said to 
do things, when the king's factotitm does all. This 
•contention has no force. It is equally appropriate to 
view the Atman as the creator of the universe, as to 
look upon him as the enjoyer. As, according to the 
JSdnkhya, the Atman which is mere intelligence and not 
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liable to any change can be the enjoyer, so according 
to the follower of the Vedas, he can be also the author 
of creation preceded by thought ; for, there is the autho- 
rity of the sri*^?' on the point. It is urged that if the Atman 
is transformed into a diligent entity it must be subject 
to the faults of transiency, impurity and diversity ; but 
where there is a mere change in the intelligence of the 
Atman, as during enjoyment, without a change of entity 
there can be no fault. It is also urged that in the case- 
of the followers of the Vedas who attribute to the AtmoM 
the function of the creation of the universe, they make 
the Atman transient and subject to such other faults^ 
by attributing to him a change of entities. Tliia 
objection is not sound; for, it is admitted that the Atman 
has two aspects, one unconditioned and the other assum- 
ing distinguishing conditions of name and form imposed 
upon it by ignorance (avidya.) The aspect of the Atma'n 
well-known to be the result of the conditions of name 
and form, due to ignorance, is admitted, only because it 
is talked about in the sdstras which deal with the so- 
called bondage and the emancipation of the Atonctn. 
But the entity, in its real nature, is unconditioned, one 
without a second, incomprehensible to the intellect 
of all logicians, fearless and pure. It cannot therefore 
be the creator or enjoyer, nor could there be actions 
agent or fruit, with reference to it. For, everything is 
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identical with the Aiman. But the Somkhyas who found 
that creation, act, agent and fruits were all superim- 
posed upon the Purusha, by ignorance (avidya), recoiled 
from their position, because of their non-allegiance to 
the sds^ras and postulated that the Purusha is really the 
enjoyer. They postulated also the existence of Prakriti, 
as an entity really distinct from the Purusha and 
have been overcome b}^ the reasonings of other 
logicians ;similarly, have other logicians been overcome 
by the 8dnkhyas, Thus engaged in supporting conflict- 
ing theoreis and fighting each other like creatures, 
striving to get at the same piece of flesh, they have all 
of them been continually draw n away from the truth, 
finding the authorities against each other. In 
order that those desirous of emancipation may dis- 
regard all their theories aud strive with zeal to realize 
the true drift of the Veddnta, i.e,, universal identity, we 
point out the flaw^s in the theory of the logicians ; but 
we do not do it in the spirit of a logician. It has been 
accordingly observed * having left the causes of all dis- 
putes toother disputants the knower of the Vedas, with 
his intelligence w^ell protected by them, repcses in hap- 
piness'. Again, there is no difference in the nature of 
the changes required to make the Purusha the creator 
and the enjoyer respectively. What is that kind of 
change w^hich w ould support the theorj^ that the Purusha 
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could be said to be only the enjoyer but not the 
creator and the Pradhana to be only the creator and nc4i 
the enjoyer. It was said that the intelligent Atman 
changes in itself and enjoys but is not converted to any- 
thing distinct from itself; whereas PraJcriti is converted 
into different entities and tlius acquires the characters 
of diversity, impuritj'' and dullness, but not so Purvshct. 
To this we answer that this is really no distinction, 
being purely verbal. If it be urged that the Atman, 
which is purely intelligent, undergoes a change when 
the time of enjoyment comes and that when the enjoy- 
ment is over, it gives up the change becoming purely 
intelligent again, it may be said similarly that Prahriti 
is changed into forms, like mahat, withdraws itself 
from them, and becomes Prahriti again, and the dis- 
tinction in respect of the changes undergone by 
Parusha, and Pradhdim is therefore verbal. If it be 
urged that even during the time of enjoyment, the 
Purushcf. is purely intelligent as before it, then it is 
plain that the enjoyment attributed to the Parusha is 
not real. If it be urged that the intelligent PLirusha 
undergoes real change during enjoyment and enjoys 
by means of that change, this enjoyment may be attri- 
buted to Pradhdna as well, seeing that it also under-^ 
goes change during enjoyment. If it be urged that 
the change in the intelligence of Purusha alone is 
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-enjoyment, we see no reason why fire etc., which possess 
special attributes such as heat etc., are not said to enjoy. 
Nor could it be said that Pradhdna and Puru-sha enjoy 
^simultaneously ; for, it would be then inappropriate to 
hold that Pradhdna is working for another. It is well- 
known that of two enjoyevs, one cannot be dependent 
upon the other as chief, in the same way that two lights 
■cannot be, in enlightening each other. 

If it be said that the reflection of the intelligence of 
the Puricsha in the mind, which is essentially satvic in 
its nature and has the attribute of enjoyment, is what 
is meant by the capacity to enjoy of the Purnsha 
which is really not subject to any modification, we 
say *no'; for, if such capacity does not affect the Purusla 
the making him the enjoyer is meaningless. If the 
misery of enjoyment does not attach to the Purusha, 
he being always devoid of changes, to remove what, is 
the sdstra leading to emancipation made ? If it be 
said that the sdstra is made to remove the evil, merely 
superposed by ignorance, on the Pnrusha, then the theory 
that Pwrt^sAa is really the enjoyer alone, not creator, that 
Pradhdna is the creator alone, not enjoyer ; that there 
is a real and distinct entity other than the Purusha 
should not be respected by those wishing for emanci- 
pation, as it is unsupported by dgamas, superfluous 
and unreasonable. If it be urged that even if there 
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were but one entity, i.e., the Atman, the compiling of the 
sdstra is superfluous, we say * no.' There is no such 
defect. The alternative doubt, whether the compilation 
of the sdstras is superfluous or otherwise, can arise 
only if there be those who compose the sdstras 
and those who seek its fruits. If the Atman were one, 
there can be no composer of the sdsira^ etc., difierent 
from that. In their absence, this alternative ques- 
tion is itself inappropriate. When tlie oneness of the 
Atman is admitted, the use of the sdstras is also admit- 
ted by you. When that is admitted, the sruti points 
out the inappropriateness of the alternative supposition. 
* But, where to him all becomes surely Atman, there 
who could see what and by whom etc' The appropri- 
ateness of compiling the sdstra is also pointed out, when 
dealing from the stand-point of ignorance, without the 
knowledge of the real existing entity. Thus at length,, 
in the Vdjasaneyaka ' where he sees as if duality exist 
etc' In this Atharvamantropanishad also, a division of 
the sdstra is made at the very beginning, as that relating 
to Para (higher) Vid.ya and to Aimra (lower^ Vidya, 
Therefore, there is no scope for the army of the argu- 
ments of logicians entering into this domain of oneness 
of the Atman well-guarded by the hand of the rojal 
authority of Ved&nta. By this, it must be understood 
that the fault of Svant of materials' in creating, pointed 
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out in the Brahman by others, has been refuted, as the 
Brahman appears possessed of a diversity of many powers 
and means, due to conditions of name and form pro- 
duced by ignorance ; as also the objection that the dtman 
brings misery on itself etc. As for the illustration 
that the king is by courtesy called the doer, when the 
king's factotum is the real doer, that is not here in 
point. For then the primarj^ import of the authorita- 
tive sriiti ' he saw etc' will be affected. Where the 
primary meaning of a word cannot be possibly accept- 
ed, there alone is a secondary meaning allowed. But 
here to say that a non-intelligent thing puts forth well- 
regulated activity in the cause of Purusha taking note 
of persons emancipated and bound, of doer, deed, place, 
time, and causes and for the purposes of securing such 
results as bondage, emancipation etc., does not stand to 
reason. But on th<^ view already stated that the 
omniscient lord is the creator, this stands to reason. 

He created Frana ; from Prdwa. faith, dlasa, air, fire, 
water, earth, senses, mind and food ; and from food, 
strength, contemplation, mctntras, Ixmna and worlds; 
and in worlds name also. 

Com, — By the Fnrusha, i.e., Israra alone, is Frdna, the j I 



Digitized 



by Google 



i>. 



188 THE PRASNOPANISHAD. 

chief functionary created. How ? He, the Purusha, 
by seeing, i.e., contemplating as explained, created 
Prdiia called THranyagarhha, the support of the active 
instruments of all living beings and the internal Atynan^ 
of all. From PraTia, he created faith, which is the 
stimulus for all living beings, to perform good Jcarmct,. 
Then he created the great Bhutas in which the helps 
to the enjoyment of the fruits of karma inhere and 
which are causes in themselves ; the dkasd having the 
attribute of sound ; air having two attributes, its own — 
touch — and that of its cause; so, fire having three 
attributes, its own — form — and the two previous — 
sound and touch ; so, water having four attiibutes, its 
own peculiar one — taste — and the three previously 
named ; so, earth having five attributes, its own — smell 
— combined with the previous four ; so the senses 
formed b}'^ these Bhutas (rudiments) ten in number, of 
two classes — intelligent and active ; the mind, lord 
of these, situate within and characterised b}^ doubt and 
volition. Having thus created for living beings the 
effects and causes, he created for their support food 
consisting of grain, corn etc; from the food eaten, 
efiicienc}^-- strength — a help towards the perform- 
ance of all Imrma ; and for the living beings having 
such strength, and being led astray from virtue, tapas — 
contemplation — a help to the purification of the mind. 
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Mantras, for those whose internal and external senses 
have been purified by tapas,^ the Riks, Yajus, Sdma 
AtharvaskndA7i^ira^amantra8,helpBtokarma; from them 
karma consisting iji agnihotrd &c. ; from them, worlds, 
fruits oi karma ; and of living beings therein created, 
names ,8uch a,QDevadatta, Yagnadatta &c.; thus all these 
kalas created with the aid of the seed, i.e., the faults of 
ignorance etc., in living beings, as the vision of the 
double moon, gnats, fly etc, created by the pressure of 
the finger on the eyes, and as the vision of all objects^ 
created in dreams, are again absorbed into Him alone, 
having dropped all distinctions of name and form. 

f^: ^)F55r ^f^: JW^It ^ HMM n^^ fij^ 

?1^ «Rf: II <\ II 

Just as these rivers flowing towards the sea, their 
goal, having reached the sea, disappear, their name 
and form are destroyed and all is called sea ; so of him, 
that sees the Purusha around^ the sixteen kalas whose 
goal is the Purusha, having reached Purusha, disappear ; 
their name and form are destoyed and all is called. 
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Purusha alone. He becomes devoid of parts and 
immortal. There is this verse. 

Com : — How is that illustrated ? Just as in this world, 
these rivers flowing, whose goal is the sea, having 
reached the sea, suffer a disappearance of their name and 
form, and when they so disappear their name and form 
:as the Ganges, the Jumna, etc., disappear, and in the 
absence of all distinction is called * the sea,' an expanse 
of water ; as in this illustration, so of the seer who sees 
around the Purusha ali'eadj^ described, treated of here 
and who has become the self (the active agent * Seer ' 
is here used, as the sun is said to be the giver of light 
everywhere although his form is light itself) the sixteen 
halas, Prdna Sind the rest already described, whose goal 
is Puruaha, as the sea is of the rivers, having reached 
Purusha, i.e., being absorbed into Purusha, disappear; 
accordingly, their name and form, i.e., their name as 
Prdna etc., and their distinct nature are destroyed. 
The entity that survives undestroyed when name and 
form are destroyed is called Purusha by the knowers 
of Ihahman, He who knows thus, being instructed by 
the preceptor, how the Ixdas are absorbed, becomes 
devoid ot halas, when the halas produced by ignorance, 
desire, and harmu have been absorbed by knowledge, 
and becomes immortal, the Icalas produced by ignor- 
ance, the cause of death, having been destroyed. To 
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convey that drift is the following verse : 

^3ra ^ V^l^^ ^1^ ^#T^ ilfcil^dl: I ?f 1^ 3^* %^ 

Know that knowable Ptinisha in whom the kaUis are 
centred like spokes in the nave of a wheel. So, death 
may not harm you. 

Com, — As the spokes of a wheel are centred 
in the nave of the wheel, and depend on it, so 
the kalas, Prdna etc., are centred in the Purusha during 
their creation, support and destruction. Know that 
Pmiisha the Atman of all kalas, worthy to be known 
(Purusha, because he is all-pervading, or because he 
sta3's in the heart); so, O disciples ! death may not harm 
3^ou. If the Purusha be not known, you will certainly 
become miserable, subject to the grief caused by death. 
The drift is that it may not so befall them. 

tH^ ^MI^dW^c||^^drq< ^ ^ | ^IRT: mH^\^ ||vs|| 
#^ I ^: q^ipRfq>=^ ^^T: WPi#wi: || ^ || 

He said to them, * Thus much alone I know, this 
supreme Brahma tb I there is nothing beyond this.' They 
worshipping hitn said : * you are our father who helps 
us to cross to the other shore of ignorance ; adoration 
to the great sages ; adoration to the great sages.' 
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Com. — Having thus instructed them, Pippilada said 
to them : " Thus far, I know the supreme Brahman 
worthy to be known. There is nothing beyond this^ 
more excellent or worthy to be known. This he said 
to remove any doubt in the minds of disciples, that 
there was yet something not known and to produce a 
belief in their minds that their object had been accom- 
plished. Then, what did the disciples instructed by 
the preceptor, their purpose accomplished and finding 
no return for knowledge received, do for their precep- 
tor is explained. They worshipped him by throwing 
handfuls of flowers at his feet and by prostrating before 
him. What they said is stated : ' You are our father ; 
because, you are the creator, by giving us knowledge 
of the Brahman — body, eternal, un decaying, deathless 
and fearless as it were — because you alone have helped 
us to cross by means of the boat of knowledge to the 
other. shore (supreme eniJ^ncipation qharacterised by 
tlie absence of return to samsdra) of the ocean of igno- 
rance consisting in perverse knowledge and infested 
by such evils as birtJi, old age, death, sickness, misery 
etc ; your being our father is more appropriate than 
others'. Even that other father who creates the mere 
physical body is still to be worshipped most of all, in 
the world. What need be said of him who confers 
thorough immunity from fear?" This is the drift. 
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WTTH «K1 SANKAKA's COMMENTARY. 19?^ 

Adoration to the great sages who transmitted the 
knowledge of Brahman. • Adoration to the great sages. 
The repetition indicates regard. 

^|^^^R?P|fi?: I ^%^ ^q^ q^: || ^ || 

Om. Oh Gods ! may we with oar ears, hear what 
is auspicious ; Oh ye ! fit to be worshipped may we, 
with our eyes, see what is auspicious ; may we enjoy 
the lite allotted to us by the Gods, offering our praise 
with our bodies sti*ong of limb. 

^ 5Ilf^: 5Tlf^: 5nf%: II 

Om Peace ! Peace ! ! Peace ! ! ! 
Om Tat Sat. 

Ilarih Om 



Here ends the sixth Prasna. 



Here ends the Prasnopanishad. 
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^ ja fc i p ^ ^fc ^J i" ^ m L ^t^ ^ j ^ ^^ ^ ^ ^fc ^ fc ^^^j fc ^ e^ 



It has been the solace of my life. 
It will he the solace of my deatK 

SCHOPENHAUR. 



TH E 



UP^NISHADS. 
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OPINIONS. 

Prof. Max Muller:— Faithful translatiam of tJie 

commentaries would he most useful to make the real character 

hoth of the Upanishad and of Sankara better known in England, 

Swami Ramakrisnananda: — The rendering is as concise 
as it is literal and a man with a partial knowledge of Sanskrit 
who wants tx) go through Sankara's invaluable commentaries will 
never find a better help than this tiny and well-got up volume. 

Sir William Muir: — *'/i is a work so well commented upon, 
1 have read it with interest/' 

Prof. T. W Rhys Davids : — It seems very well done 

Any one wanting to understand Sankara's interpretation of the 
Upanishad will find the part very usef uP 

Mr. Bal Gunghadhar Tilak of Poona: — The wwk 
appears to he carefidly executed and I have no doubt that your 
books will prove to be of great use to the pubhc, especially the 
EngHsh reading class. ^ 

Lt-Col. A. W. Smart: — I have in parts compared with 
the original &nd find it a good and faithful translation. 

The Hon. Mr. Justice Subramania Iyer :— I have no 
doubt that this publication will prove extremely useful. 

Pandit Manila! Dividevi of Benares : -I have looked 
into your work here and there and find it good. 

The Theosophical Review, London.— ^5 regards the 
translation, to say it is readable is high praise for it is not easy to 
render the Bhashya into readable English. The series will be of 
service not so much for the translation of the text as for that of 
the commentary. TJie get-up of this hook i? ve^Y creditable. Few 
hooks are so well turned out in India, 

The Madras Mail : — Sankara's commentaries on the TJpa- 
nishads are translated in this hook in an accurate and clear style, 
while the rendei*ings are as literal as possible, Messrs. G-. A 

P. T. O. 
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Natesan and Co. deserve a word of praise for the excellent style of 
the printing. 

The Theosophist, Madras :— The eminent sehc^arship of 
the translator is a sufficient guarantee for the correct rendering of 
the Sanskrit Devanagari text which in all cases precede^ the EngHsh 
version ; and English — knowing readers may properly consider 
themselves under obligaUons to the worthy publisher for under- 
taking such a commendable work in response to the growing de- 
mand among cultured people in all lands, for a better knowledge 
of Eastern religious Philosophy. 

The Madras Times: — For ourselves we welcome the 
publication both as an excellent sign of a revival of religions in 
days when atheism is sharpening its claws, and also as an 
excellent sign of a living study of the classical language of the land. 
A word must be said as to the get-up of the volume, which ha?s 
been turned out from the rising press of Messrs. Natesan & Co, 
on the Esplanade. Tlie get-up is really eA^cellent ; the printing is 
plain and clear and the cloth binding is in its neat lines positively 
as good as any binding that we have ever seen turned out in India. 

The Hindu, Madras : — The translation has been very 
carefully made and it reflects no small credit upon the franslaior that 
while endeavouring that this text should be as literal as possible, 
the simple and easy style adopted by him renders it easy even for 
the uninitiated to follow, without effort, the spirit of the disser- 
tation. Messrs. G. A. Natesan Sf Co., deserve to he congratulated 
upon the very neat get-up of the booJclet and upon the exc^lhncs of 
their printing. 

The Madras Standard : — The rendering ivhichis as near 
as possible to the original will be found of great help to those 
interested in the subject. Ihe get-up of this little hook i<? good and 
does credit to the Printers. 

The Arya Bala Bodhini, Madras :—The tramlatUn lias 
been excellently rendered & the spirit of the original strictly preser- 
ved in translation. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INDIAN POLITICS, 

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY 

W. C. Bonnerjee, Esq., Bar-at-law. 

ABOUT 500 TAGES ROYAL 8vo:— Cloth Bound. 

Price Rs. Two (Postage Extra. ) 

IN THREE PARTS. 
PAET ] :— OEIGIJSTAL ARTICLES. 

THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS, 

Eardley Norton, Esq, Bar-at-Law. 

THE ECONOMIC CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, 

Rao Bahadur R. N. Mudholkar, B.A. L.L.B. 

INDIAN ASPIRATIONS UNDER BRITISH RULE, 

Romesh Chunder Dutt, Esq, CLE. 

INDIA AND THE CURRENCY QUESflON, 

Dadabhai Naoroji, Esq. 

'J'HE PERMANENT SETTLEMENT Ql ESTION. 

John Adam, Esq, MA, Bar-at-Law. 

'I'HE POVERTY OF INDL\, 

Alfred Nundy, Esq. Bar-at-Law. 

LINES OF LEGISLATION IN INDIA, 

P. S. Sivaswamy Alyar, Esq, B.A. B.L, 

Edito)\ Mftdrns Law Journal. 
P. T. 0. 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE JURY SYSTEM IN INDIA, 

Sorab Pestonji N Wadia, Esq. 

THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN INDIA, 

V. Krishnasawmi Alyar, Esq. B.A. B.L, 

Rditai\ Madra.^ Laiv JonrnaL 
THE STATICS OF INDIANS ABROAD, 

G. Parameswaran Pillai, Esq, B.A. 

Editor, *' Madra.^ Standard,'' 
RAILWAYS IN INDIA. 

G. Subramania Atyar, Esx^, B.A. 

Late Editor of the ^^ UindnJ- 
PART II . 
All the past 13 Congress Presidential Addresses in full. 

PABT III . 
The Resolutions of the past 13 Congresses in full. 



APPLY TO 

G. A. NATESAN & CO., PRINTERS, 

Esplansde, IVIADRAS. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i 



Digitized 



byGoOgl 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



